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T

he banners are ﬂying high on Sunset Boulevard. Spiritus ‘Magis,’ the
history of SI, is due back from the
press any day now. Even as students are
cramming for ﬁnals, preparations are underway for the Day on the Boulevard sesquicentennial celebration, marking 150
years of SI’s service to students of the San
Francisco Bay Area.
Make your reservations now for the
June 4 event, as no tickets will be sold “at
the door” for this Wildcat extravaganza.
(Go to www.siprep.org to register.) When
you come, you’ll ﬁnd 37th Avenue turned
into a giant block party featuring live music, performances, games, rides, food and
refreshments. You’ll ﬁnd SI history everywhere, from a student multimedia theatrical experience to old photographs and
memorabilia. You might even ﬁnd more
than a few of your classmates ready to
share stories of your time together at SI.
You’ll also ﬁnd a remarkable mural created by Boris Koodrin ’67. His work, also
entitled “Spiritus Magis,” spans the hallway
on the school’s ﬁrst ﬂoor and depicts SI’s
history. Boris began planning his mural by
reading an early draft of the history of SI.
He took those unﬁnished words and turned
them into something remarkable and beautiful. (The middle third of that mural graces
the cover of this magazine. We ran the ﬁrst
third on the cover of the winter edition; look
for the ﬁnal third on the cover of the summer
edition.)
Boris included only one word twice
on the mural, both carved into stone. That
word is “seek.” He riddled his mural with
hundreds of symbols and signs, some taken
from SI’s history, some from medieval philosophy and some from the Bible. His hope was
to invite students to search for these symbols so that they might ﬁnd meaning in the
mural and, thus, learn to ﬁnd hidden meaning in their own lives. His mural tells them:
“Seek and you shall ﬁnd. There is meaning at
hand, and all you have to do is know how to
look.”
As Koodrin worked on the mural, students did just that. Boris used a video camera to record progress on the piece and note
student reaction. Every day, while reviewing

the tape, he saw students staring and, when
revelation struck, pointing and leaning close
to share a discovery with a classmate. When
you come to SI, do the same, and be prepared
to be surprised at what you ﬁnd.
Boris did on a large scale what we
all do. In the four short years we spent at
SI, we began to learn our stories and also
witnessed thos of our classmates. We then
translated those stories into something
grander as we grew older. Just as Boris read
a portion of the school’s history and turned
it into something beautiful, so, too, do we
translate our four short years of SI history.
We do this in our professional lives; we do
this with our families; we do this as members of parishes and civic organizations,
living lives of service and leadership. Boris
translated SI history into art. You, right

now, are doing the same.
On June 4, come to SI and watch the
living mural of your SI classmates as they
span 37th Avenue, the embodiment of
many years of labor and love.
It will be a great party and a great day
to celebrate. See you there.
— Paul Totah ’75

Sad News
SELLA MUSCAT, WHO HAS SERVED AS

Director of Special Events at SI since
1989, died Good Friday after a valiant
struggle with cancer. She was a dear
friend to so many of us here. We will
publish her obituary in the summer issue and offer her the tribute she so richly
deserves. -- PT
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S

ports Rally! the theme for this year’s
Fathers’ Club auction, hit the mark as
700 enthusiastic attendees came to rally
around SI and raise close to $700,000 (net), a
record-breaking amount, to beneﬁt the SI Endowment Fund.
SI’s fans came dressed in uniforms, jerseys, referee zebra stripes and other sports
styles to bid the night away on exciting auction items including a Mercedes Benz, a trip to
the Masters, golf with Ronnie Lott, premiere
tickets to and roles as extras in Rent (the new
ﬁlm directed by SI dad Chris Columbus) and
hundreds of other items donated by the SI
community.
“The engine that drove our success was SI
itself,” noted Chairman Dave Pacini. “People
love SI very much, and I realized early on that
if we reached out in the right way, the entire
community would support us, whether as underwriters, gift donors, advertisers, bidders or
volunteers. More than 200 dads volunteered
to help us this year.”
He also credited the “auction’s forefathers” who laid the groundwork for success
by “establishing the auction as a fun fundraiser. People know it’s a fun night and that
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we do our best to combine a great party with
great fund-raising for the school.”
Pacini singled out Sports Rally Vice Chairman Bob Guglielmi, calling him “a true partner in everything we accomplished. Bob made
a major commitment of his time and energy
to Sports Rally and was a big part of our success. He already has great new ideas planned
for next year, so get ready for another exciting
auction.” He also thanked last year’s chairman, Sal Rizzo who was “always there for us
to provide direction and support.”
Pacini praised SI’s Br. Draper and Fr. Sauer
for their constant support and for being such
great ambassadors for SI, especially at each of
the gift gathering parties. Special thanks also
went to Stella Muscat and Shirley Minger for
their dedication and hard work, and to SI chef
Tom McGuigan for his delicious rib-eye steak
dinner served to more than 700 appreciative
guests. Pacini also thanked the Fathers’ Club
Board for its support of the auction.
Gary Brickley and his team decorated
the gym and Carlin Commons beautifully.
Everyone enjoyed the sports rally theme, especially the large banner-photographs, hung
in the Commons, of sports teams throughout

San Francisco, CA, and additional mailing
ofﬁces.
POSTMASTER: Address Service Requested.
Send address changes to GENESIS IV, 2001
37th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 941169981.
CONTACT US: You can send e-mail to
ptotah@siprep.org or reach us at (415) 7317500 ext. 206. You can also read the issue on
our web site at www. siprep.org.
ST. IGNATIUS, mindful of its mission to be
witness to the love of Christ for all, admits
students of any race, color and national and/
or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities generally accorded to
or made available to students at this school.
St. Ignatius does not unlawfully discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and/
or ethnic origin, age, sex or disability in
the administration of educational policies,
admissions policies, scholarship and loan
programs, and athletic and other schooladministered programs. Likewise, St. Ignatius
does not discriminate against any applicant
for employment on the basis of race, color,
national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or
disability.
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the school’s 150-year history. Guests received
a special treat before the live auction with the
presentation of a lighthearted mock documentary on SI’s athletic tradition, written and produced by SI dad and legendary advertising executive Hal Riney.

George Noceti and Bob Sarlatte ’68 generated great buzz for the live auction items and
were always on top of the fast-paced bidding.
It was exciting to see bids ﬂying in from all
four corners of the Commons. Sports Rally
surpassed last year’s record thanks to SI’s enthusiastic supporters.
Contributing to the
success were the record
underwriting, advertising, rafﬂe syndicate and
live auction levels, new
corporate sponsorships
(highlighted on page 8),
an exciting instant wine
cellar drawing and support from the Regents’
Rafﬂe.
Fathers’
Club
President George Lawson ’71 praised Pacini
for his “tenacity, drive,
commitment and dedication to the ideals of
working for the students. My sincere congratulations on a job
well done.”
From top: George Noceti
& Father Sauer during
the Hour with Sauer auction; Kathy Loos, Cheryl
& Terrell Lloyd; Bob &
Joyce Guglielmi, David
& Patti Pacini. Opposite
page: Br. Draper & Bob
Sarlatte announce tuition rafﬂe winner.
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Heritage Society
We especially thank the following
lifetime friends who have made provisions in their estate plans — bequests,
charitable trusts, gifts of life insurance
or retirement funds — to support SI’s
Endowment Fund. Such gifts provide
for the long-term welfare of SI and may
also provide donors with valuable tax
and income beneﬁts during their lifetime. The forethought and generosity
of the following is most appreciated:

Mr. & Mrs. Martin D. Murphy ’52
Ambassadors
Mrs. Fred Grant
Chairwoman
The Doelger Charitable Trust
Mrs. Raymond Allender
Fr. Dennis Alvernaz
Mr. Kenneth Atwell ’29
Mrs. Maryann Bachman
Mr. George Baldocchi
Mr. & Mrs. David Bernstein ’80
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Bertelsen
Mr. Tom Bertken ’50
& Sheila McManus
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Blom ’55
Mr. Thomas P. Brady ’31
Mr. William E. Britt ’36
Mr. & Mrs. Gerhart Broeker
Mr. & Mrs. Gregoire Calegari
Mrs. Edward Carnes
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Carroll ’43
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel R. Coffey ’74
Mr. Gerald W. Conlan ’47
Mrs. & Mrs. Kevin Coyne ’67
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Cranston
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard P. Delmas ’47
Ms. Christine Dohrmann
Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Downs ’73
Ms. Mary Driscoll
Mr. & Mrs. John Duff
Mr. Frank M. Dunnigan ’70
Mrs. Robert Enright
Mrs. Myrtis E. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Jack J. Fitzpatrick ’60
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Gibbons ’37

From top: Debbie Bosetti, Dan Toney, Alexandra Morgan & Kathleen Toney; Angelo & Yvonne Sangiacomo; Sal & Linda Rizzo; Igor Olshanksy ’00 of the San Diego Chargers; Dan & Katy Leese; Hal
Riney takes a bow; Ron & Diana Giampaoli.
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Mrs. Linda Grimes
Mr. & Mrs. William Healy ’47
Mr. John P. Horgan ’32

sports rally!
Heritage Society, cont.
Dr. Peter Kane ’51
Mr. Francis J. Kelly III ’75
Mrs. John Kotlanger
Mr. & Mrs. Francis A. Lagomarsino ’27
Mrs. Lida Lalanne
Mrs. Phyllis Lavelle
Mr. George D. Leal ’51
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Leidich
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lovette ’63
Mr. John M. Mahoney ’65
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Maioli ’60
Mrs. Cornelius McCarthy
Mr. Jay D. McEvoy ’27
Judge E. Warren McGuire ’42
Mr. Terrence V. McGuire ’45
Dr. Allison Metz
Mr. & Mrs. David Mezzera ’64
Mrs. John Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. James Monfredini ’65
Mrs. Frank Mullins
Mr. Jeffrey J. Mullins ’67
Mr. & Mrs. Leo J. Murphy ’65
Mrs. Cecil Neeley
Mrs. Bernice O’Brien
Mrs. James F. O’Grady
Mrs. William O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Payne ’65
Mrs. Edgar Peterson
Mr. Emmet Purcell ’40
Mrs. James J. Raggio
Mr. & Mrs. Dante Ravetti ’49
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Reilly ’83
Fr. Vincent Ring
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Roberts ’75
Mrs. Henry Robinson
Mr. L. Emmett Schaefer
Mrs. Victor Schaukowitch
Mrs. Robert Scholla
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Scollin ’65
Mrs. Juana Sevilla
Mrs. Joanne Smolich
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stecher ’62
Mr. William L. Teglia Jr. ’65
Mr. Michael Thiemann ’74
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tomasello ’67
Mrs. Jean Travers
Mr. John van der Zee ’53
Mrs. James Walsh

From top: Chris Columbus; Bryan & Maureen Costello,Gene & Susan Bugatto; lucky tuition rafﬂe
winners Rick & Michele Gandolfo; Mario & Joey Alioto; Bill & Jeanne Barulich.

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Worner ’36
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The Murphys create scholarship to honor man who built Bay Area landmarks

T

he idea was so obvious, that Dennis Murphy ’73 felt embarrassed
he hadn’t thought of it earlier.
“While dropping my son off at SI one
day, I suddenly thought of a perfect tribute to my father,” said Murphy. “He loved
SI so much, that an endowed scholarship
seemed an obvious thing to do.”
Together with his siblings and nephews, all with connections to SI, the Murphy family has started the Francis J. Murphy Memorial Scholarship and hope to
have it fully endowed within ﬁve years.
The scholarship honors a remarkable
man, one who helped to build many of the
Bay Area’s landmark structures.

When the company was sold, Francis Murphy joined Kaiser Steel, serving as
general manager of the steel construction
division. With Kaiser, he helped to build
the Bank of America and Transamerica
buildings in San Francisco, the Eugene
A. Doran Memorial Bridge on Highway
280, and skyscrapers in Los Angeles, Sacramento and Oakland. He also built deepsea oilrigs off the coasts of Alaska and
California.
Murphy used his expertise to help SI
in the 1960s and 1970s during the planning and construction of the Sunset District campus. As a member of the Board
of Regents in the 1960s, and chairman of
the board from 1972 to 1975,
Murphy helped to ensure that
the construction of the new SI
was timely, cost-effective and
professional.
“My father was well-respected among Bay Area heavy
construction ﬁrms,” said Dennis. “From the steelworkers to
the people in the board rooms,
everyone knew and liked him.”
Francis Murphy encouraged
in his children a love for Jesuit
education. His sons Patrick ’67,
Dennis ’73 and KC ’77 all went
to SI, and all of his children, including daughters Maureen and
Geri, attended Jesuit colleges
(Patrick went to USF and all the
others attended SCU.) They, in
turn, sent their children to SI,
including Frank Murphy ’91,
Francis Murphy ’39 helped build bridges and skyscrapBrian Murphy ’94, Chris Murers throughout the state.
phy ’98, Dennis Murphy ’07
and Dan Bonnici ’97.
Francis Murphy was named a Knight
After graduating from SI, Francis J.
Murphy ’39 attended SCU where he served of Malta in 1977 and three years later, SI
as student body president. He returned from presented him with the Christ the King
military duty to join Judson Paciﬁc Murphy Award, the highest honor the school can
Corp, founded by his brother, J. Phillip Mur- bestow upon an alumnus. He received
SCU’s Ignatian Award two years later.
phy ’25.
He died April 10, 1983, at 61. Now,
Together, the Murphy brothers served
as the steel contractors for the Richmond– each year, his family takes part in a golf
San Rafael Bridge, the San Mateo–Hay- tournament at the Olympic Club to honor
ward Bridge, the Glen Canyon Dam Bridge their father’s memory. Dennis Murphy
in Arizona and the Coronado Bridge in knows that this scholarship will be anothSan Diego. They also constructed many of er ﬁtting memorial for his father.
“The Jesuit ideal of the magis ﬁts our
the Bay Area’s freeways.

family philosophy perfectly. My father
and I didn’t call it that when we were at
SI, but the spirit was the same then as it
is today. Through my son, D.J., a sophomore at SI, I can see it taking root in him.
He is committed, as my father was, to the
complete development of body and soul,
for the greater good of his teams and to
lifelong learning.
“My father had every intention of
starting a scholarship at SI, but died before he had the chance. My brothers and
sisters and I are proud to do this on his
behalf. It is the perfect legacy for him.”

Ken Atwell’s parting
gift to SI: $2 million

T

hough Kenneth Atwell ’29 lived
outside California most of his life,
he always had a strong connection
with his alma mater. He continued that
connection even after his death last Dec.
21 by leaving $2 million to the Maureen
and Kenneth Atwell Endowed Scholarship
Fund at SI.
Mr. Atwell worked in engineering and
construction until his retirement in 1963.
During World War II, he served as assistant project manger in charge of all U.S.
Navy construction in Washington and
Oregon. Later, he founded Intermountain
Builders Incorporated in Caldwell, Idaho,
and built churches, hospitals and schools
before doing major construction for mining ﬁrms in Colorado and Utah.
After his retirement, he served as a
consultant for insurance and construction
ﬁrms, golfed, duck hunted and designed
the Purple Sage Golf Course in Caldwell.
His love for his high school began
even before he attended SI. He ﬁrst heard
of the school from his grammar school
nuns, who told him, “Either be a good
student and go to SI or be a bad student
and end up at the reform school.”
In an interview he gave to Genesis
IV last year, he recalled one SI teacher
who always wore a black three-piece
suit. “He was renowned for his aim. If
continued on next page
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he had his back to us while writing on
the blackboard and heard us talking, he
would turn around and throw his chalk,
hitting the offender every time.”
Not all the teachers were tough, though
seemingly, they had to be to survive. One
scholastic made the mistake of treating
his young charges as gentlemen. One day,
while closing a double-hung window,
the ropes broke that held the balancing
weights, and the window slammed down
on his ﬁngers, trapping him there. “The
students debated whether to help him or
to leave him there,” said Mr. Atwell. “We
eventually lifted it off his ﬁngers, but he
wasn’t too happy with us.”
Mr. Atwell remembers the students
sitting on the steps outside the school,
chewing tobacco, holding spitting contests
and memorizing lessons for homework.
“The quality of education wasn’t quite up
to today’s level,” he noted.
Despite this, Mr. Atwell developed a
love for the Jesuits and sent two sons to
study at Bellarmine College Preparatory
in San Jose and a son and daughter to
Jesuit universities. One of his sons, Larry
Atwell, even taught for a time at a Jesuit
high school.
Over the years, he kept in close contact with SI’s Vice President for Development Steve Lovette ’63, who, along with
Board of Regents Chairman John Christen ’61, traveled to Idaho to bring him a
Block Club sweater. “We kept in touch
over the years,” noted Lovette, “partly
because of his generosity to the Maureen
and Kenneth Atwell Endowed Scholarship
Fund, but mostly because he was just a
great guy. On ﬁshing trips, we’d compare
pictures and ﬁshing reports and compare
big-ﬁsh tales. He was always the winner!”
When Mr. Atwell’s wife, Maureen,
died several years ago, he called Lovette to
ask for a “Bible in just plain English” and
a set of rosary beads. “Slowly he prayed
himself back to life,” noted Lovette.
“Mr. Atwell was a tribute to his family and to SI. We are proud to have been
his alma mater and will wear his name
proudly in perpetuity.”
Mr. Atwell is survived by his daughters, Heather Lee Beall and Carol Lynn
Messinger; his sons, Lawrence and Kenneth; 11 grandchildren; and 16 greatgrandchildren.
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Members of the Class of ’55 returned to SI for their Golden Diploma Mass and reception.

Jerry Brown’s Class of ’55 honors him
by creating fully endowed scholarship

T

he Class of 1955 did more than celebrate at the Golden Diploma 50-year
reunion and Mass last March 19 and
20. Members also honored one of their own,
creating a fully-endowed scholarship named
for Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown, Jr. — former
California secretary of state and governor
and current mayor of Oakland.
“In so many ways, Jerry epitomizes
what Jesuit education is all about,” said
Baxter Rice ’55, who helped to organize the
event. “He lives out what Jesuit Superior
General Pedro Arrupe, SJ, called us all to do.
He is a true man for others.”
While Brown was a student at SI, his father served as Attorney General for California and, in 1959, voters elected Pat Brown
governor. Jerry attended SCU and joined the
Society of Jesus for three years. Following his
time at Los Gatos, he earned his Bachelor’s
degree in classics from UC Berkeley in 1961
and his law degree from Yale in 1964.
Brown received his start in politics in
1969 when voters elected him to the Los Angeles Community College Board of Trustees.
In 1970, he was elected California’s Secretary of State, and four years later he followed
in his father’s footsteps to become California
governor, earning reelection in 1978.
He visited SI on Oct. 6, 1978, to register students eligible to vote for the upcoming
election. He met with Fr. Richard McCurdy,
SJ (his former English teacher), and was interviewed by three students for the school
newspaper. At recess, he addressed the student body and spoke about the advantages
of living in a democratic society.
During Brown’s tenure as governor, California produced a quarter of the country’s

new jobs. Brown established the nation’s
ﬁrst agricultural labor relations law and instituted the California Conservation Corp.
He helped to preserve the fragile coastline
by creating the California Coastal Protection
Act and worked to institute the country’s
ﬁrst building and appliance energy efﬁciency
standards, making the state the leader in solar and alternative energy. Brown also takes
pride in the number of women and minorities he appointed to government positions.
After leaving ofﬁce, he studied in Japan
and traveled to India, where he worked with
Mother Teresa. He practiced law in Los Angeles before becoming chairman of the California Democratic Party in 1989. Two years
later, he resigned from that position, citing
his “disgust with the growing inﬂuence of
money in politics.”
He ran for president in 1992 (assisted
by several SI and Los Gatos classmates),
making a strong showing thanks, in part, to
his stands on campaign and election reform.
He was the only Democratic candidate to
pose a serious threat to Bill Clinton. In 1998,
Oakland residents elected him as their city’s
mayor, and he won reelection in 2002 with
the goal of revitalizing the city’s downtown
“in a spirit of elegant diversity.”
“Governor Brown’s commitment to
public service is a reﬂection of Jesuit education,” added Rice, who hopes that the young
men and women who beneﬁt from the scholarship will live lives of public service in the
spirit of Brown.
For his part, Brown is hoping to continue serving the public, this time as state Attorney General, as he plans to run for that
post in the next election.
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Parents pledge
support to SI

L

isted here are the SI freshmen and transfer parents
who have pledged monetary support to the school over
the next four years. We thank
them for their generosity and
present them to you, below:
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Abela
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Abellera
Ms. Susan Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Angelopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Apolinario
Mr. & Mrs. John Azofeifa
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Balestreri
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Barulich
Ms Francesca Bator
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Beaumont
Mr. Andrew Beaurline
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Becker
Mr. Robert Bell
& Ms. Caitlin McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. William Bergerson
Ms. Barbara Biancalana
Mrs. Kathy DePaola
& Mr. Tim Bigalke
Ms. Lenore Naxon
& Mr. William Black
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Blaine
Ms. Elizabeth Blickman-Dellaria
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Bonino
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Bruno
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bugatto
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bull
Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Cahill
Mr. & Mrs. Carlos Cajilig, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Callan
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Capretta
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Carberry
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Carleton
Mr. & Mrs. William Cashman
Mr. & Mrs. Jones Castro, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Darren Cde Baca
Dr. & Mrs. Philippe Chagniot
Mr. & Mrs. Sammy Chan
Mr. & Mrs. Sun-Tuh Chao
Mr. & Mrs. John Christian
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cleary
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Coen
Mr. & Mrs. Art Cole
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Conroy III
Mr. Joshua Cooperman
& Dr. Patricia Dailey
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Costello
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Costello
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Cotter
Mrs. Anna Cronin
Mr. & Mrs. John Cronin
Ms. Elizabeth Danel
Mr. & Mrs. Jess David

Ms. Judy B. De La Torre
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Delahunty
Mr. David Dellaria
Mr. Mark A. DeMenno
Ms. Gerilyn Denny
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Devcich
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Dill
Mr. & Mrs. Cris Dimagmaliw
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dineen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dineen
Mr. & Mrs. Nicanor Dizon, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Dobbs
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Duggan
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Eckman
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Elijah
Mr. & Mrs. Alain Erdozaincy
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Esparza
Mr. & Mrs. William Falk
Mr. & Mrs. Brendan Falvey
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Fanucchi
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Fennie
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Ferrari
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Filipczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Finn
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Fontaine
Dr. Edward Fotsch
Mr. & Mrs. David Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Franz
Ms. Marie Boylan
& Mr. Jeffrey C. Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Frostestad
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Fung
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gandolfo
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Garrison
Mr. & Mrs. William Gaus
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Gazale
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Geraghty
Ms. & Mr. Nabila Ghilzai
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Girlich
Ms. Wende Brock
& Mr. Howard Golden
Ms. Marita Gonzalez
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Grazioli
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Greenberg
Mr. Brit Hahn
Mr. James Halbleib
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Halloran
Mr. & Mrs. Grant Halsing
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Hammer
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hansen
Dr. Daniel F. Hartman
& Ms. Sandra Belluomini
Mr. & Mrs. James Herwitz
Mr. Tim Hesselgren
& Ms. Mary Doan
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Hietter
Mr. Kevin Holl
& Ms. Kathleen Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Blair Horst
Mr. Kevin Howley
Mr. & Mrs. P. Gary Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Renato Inumerable
Ms. Lisa Joe
Mr. Philip Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnstone
Mr. & Mrs. James Kauffman

Mrs. Young Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kingsley
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Kleid
Mr. & Mrs. George Kodros
Mr. & Mrs. Kronid Kolchak
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Kolhede
Ms. Annie Konstin
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Kranenburg
Dr. & Mrs. Bernd Kutzscher
Dr. Charles Landefeld
& Dr. Mary Landefeld
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Lando
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Larano
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Legarza
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Leland
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Leonard
Mrs. & Mrs. Derek Leung
Mr. Simon Lewis
Mrs. Diane Lloyd-Butler
Mr. Thomas Lloyd-Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Lobo
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Loos
Mr. & Mrs. Miguel N. Lozano
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Luchessa
Mr. Peter Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Ma
Mr. & Mrs. John Mahoney
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Mammini
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Manalansan
Dr. Arturo Martinez
& Dr. Diane Havlir
Mr. Bob Mascall
& Mrs. Susan Woodell-Mascall
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
& Mattimore
Mr. & Mrs. William E. McDonnell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alex McDow
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McGee
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McWhirter
Dr. & Mrs. John Meharg
Mr. & Mrs. Claro Mistica
Ms. Anne Magennis
& Mr. Bob Molke
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Moscone
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Mullen
Ms. Nora Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. David Neagle
Ms. Barbara Gualco
& Mr. Scott Nelson
Mr. Farley Neuman
& Ms. Sheila Brown
Mr. Michael Neville
& Ms. Debra Kasper
Mr. & Mrs. Robin Newmann
Mr. James Niven
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Nolan
Mr. & Mrs. James O’Callaghan
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas O’Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas O’Dea
Mr. & Mrs. Michael O’Leary
Mr. & Mrs. John & Orme

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Osborne
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Ostler
Mr. & Mrs. Ronn Owens
Mr. & Mrs. James Pallari
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Pang
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Paolini, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Alex Papalexopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Peck
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Perey
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Perkins
Mr. & Mrs. John Pizza
Mr. James Providenza
& Ms. Terri Leinsteiner
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. David Quinones
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Rapadas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rappolt
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Redenius
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Reich
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Renda
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Rulli
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Ryan
Mr. Richard Sander
& Ms. Wendy Best
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Schaefer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Schatz
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Schreader
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Seher
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. Shannon
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sherburne
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Skewes-Cox
Mr. & Mrs. G. Bradford Solso
Mr. & Mrs. James Stillman
Ms. Sheila Gleeson
& Mr. Michael Strizich
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Stupi
Mr. Dick Swanson
& Mrs. Christina Orth
Mr. & Mrs. John Taggart
Mr. & Mrs. Rey Tan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Toboni III
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tom
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Tominaga
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Trierweiler
Mr. Michael Trindle
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tsui
Ms. Maureen Taylor
& Mr. Renn Vara
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Viehweg
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Warner
Mr. Wali Waziri
Mr. & Mrs. Al Williams
Mr. Judd Williams
& Ms. Anne Bonaparte
Mr. Jonathan Wong
& Mrs. Carol Harrison-Wong
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Wroolie
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Yee
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zanassi
Mr. & Mrs. Weimin Zhu
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Name The Bench!

W

hether you sat on it
at the Stanyan Street

School or at 2001 37th Avenue, most Ignatians know
the reputation of The Bench.
Now is your chance to help
give it and the Student ActivPhoto by Kevin Tobin ’66

ities Center a special name.

L

ynn Fritz ’60
recently made
a challenge grant
of $250,000 to SI.
If we can match
it, then The Bench
and Student Activities Center will be
named for the beloved Br. Douglas
Draper, SJ. We have
until December to raise the funds. If you donate $1,000, we will place
your name on a special plaque above The Bench to honor both Br. Draper and your generosity to the school.
Send your checks to SICP, 2001 37th Avenue, SF CA 94116, attn: The Bench.
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SI Faculty Explores
Service Learning
First Hand

W

hile students were enjoying
their March 14 quarter break,
SI’s teachers, counselors, administrators and staff were visiting the elderly, pulling non-native plants, feeding the
hungry, touring the Tenderloin and playing
games with people with disabilities.
In other words, they were enjoying a
small sample of what students at SI have
been doing since 1980 to fulﬁll their graduation hours of Christian service.
Twice a year, teachers at SI attend
in-services where they hone the craft of
teaching. For the March in-service, social
science department chairman Shel Zatkin
suggested the idea of having the faculty
and staff engage in service to the local
community. The Professional Development Committee approved the idea, and
Christian Service Director Jenny Girard
set out to coordinate volunteer opportunities at eight sites for 135 adults.
Small groups traveled by van or bus
to St. Anthony’s Foundation, Half Moon
Bay State Beach, the Janet Pomeroy Center (formerly the Recreation Center for the
Handicapped), Laguna Honda Hospital,
Little Sisters of the Poor St. Anne’s Home,
the Haight Ashbury Food Program, Episcopal Community Services and the Salvation Army Turk Street Central Corps
Community Center.
Veteran social science teacher Bob
Drucker ’58, who spent the day pulling
hemlock and wild radish in Half Moon
Bay, gave the day a thumbs up. “Service
learning has a place in education. “This
day helped remind me that when I talk
about reform periods in U.S. history, I can
ask students to translate that into action.
It also gave us a better sense of what the
kids are doing, and it helped build camaraderie among the faculty.”
Nancy Culhane, an experienced service learning coordinator and parent of a
freshman, led the faculty in a guided meditation in the morning and, along with Jenny Girard, helped the faculty understand
how they could weave service-learning
into their subjects.

Katie Kohmann, Richard Soward and Chuck Murphy pulling non-natives in Half Moon Bay.

“I don’t expect changes to happen
overnight,” noted Girard. “Thanks to this
in-service, we all have a common experience. As we enter into our accreditation

year, this common jumping-off point will
help us have conversations about how
to live out the Ignatian idea that love is
shown more in deeds than in words.”

Tsunami Relief Penny by Penny

The freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors staged a penny war, organized by SI’s Unity
Council, to raise money for the tsunami relief effort. Students brought in more than pennies and raised $7,000 for the victims in Southeast Asia. SI’s funds, along with those of
other U.S. Jesuit schools, were given to Jesuit Refugee Services, which has a long history of
supporting the people of Sri Lanka and Indonesia. Students rasied another $3,500 by selling
bead bracelets. The sophomores won the penny war and won a Jean Day for their efforts.
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Current and former SI coaches came to honor Julius Yap ’74 (fourth
from left) including, from left, Steve Bluford ’84, Brian Richter, Tom
Fendyan ’83, Charles Taylor ’88, Bill Olinger ’95, (front row) Aldo Congi
’72 and Dan Lang ’86.

Julius Yap inducted into Paciﬁca Hall of Fame

T

SI Students Star in Chinese New Year Parade

he Paciﬁca Sports Hall of Fame inducted Julius Yap ’74
into its ranks last February, honoring him for his 25 years
coaching students at SI.
A longtime Paciﬁca resident and a veteran social science
teacher at SI, Yap has amassed 31 league and CCS titles in ﬁve
sports (boys’ and girls’ track, boys’ and girls’ cross country and
girls’ golf) more than any other coach in SI history. In 2003, he
took the varsity girls’ golf team to the NorCal championships
and a fourth-place state ﬁnish.
The Hall of Fame committee also praised Yap for coaching
Paciﬁca students who set or broke records at SI, including Jeff
Maggioncalda ’87, Brad Glosser ’92, Damon Pierson ’88 and
Charles Taylor ’88. Taylor, who also coached alongside Yap, introduced him at the awards ceremony.

SI students were featured in the Chinese New Year Parade on Feb.
19. They rode in a ﬂoat entitled “Weddings: Past and Present.” Playing the bride and groom (past) were Hillary Sy and David Uy; other
couples included Stephen Dominguez and Serene Lau, Eric Tom and
Courtney Chan, Reggie Antonio and Lisa Chan, Gabe Ho and Felicia
Ma and Danny Mascardo and Kristen Tom. Playing the bride and
groom (present) were Felicia Fong and Christian Ong; other couples
included Jarvis Mariategue and Cori Kitaura. Jason Tengco and Michelle Nguyen, Alastair Gesmundo and Heather Mui, Kenneth Flores
and Lauren Quach, Benjamin Lo and Christina Wa, and Ricki Lee and
Priscilla Wong.

Wells Fargo Helps Underwrite SI Auction

Ambassador Fredericks Speaks to Seniors

Wells Fargo once again chipped in $15,000 to sponsor the Fathers’
Club Auction. From left are Bob Guglielmi and David Pacini (auction
vice chairman and chairman), Wells Fargo VP Don Dana ’66, Fathers’
Club President George Lawson ’71 and Fr. Sauer.

The Hon. J. Richard Fredericks, father of SI senior Colleen Fredericks,
and former U.S. ambassador to Switzerland (1999–2001) came to SI’s
senior government classes to speak about his experience overseas and
about his freshman year at Georgetown, where his roommate was a
young William Jefferson Clinton.
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Spiritus ‘Magis’
150 Years of St. Ignatius College Preparatory
by Paul Totah ’75
For SI’s sesquicentennial, the Winter, Spring and
Summer issues of Genesis IV
IV, offer excerpts from a
new history of SI, which will be available for sale at
the June 4, 2005, Day on the Boulevard Celebration.

This second installment explores how SI’s academic, extracurricular and athletic traditions took
root in the 1920s and ﬂourished through the 1950s
as SI moved to new quarters on Stanyan Street.

VI. The Foundation of Traditions (1920–1929)
The Jesuits Move North to Welch Hall

I

Hall offered threadbare accommodations, and some of the high
school priests in the 1960s perhaps resented the fact that they
had to remain there, with its leaking roof, while their college
counterparts moved into modern quarters.)

n 1920 the Jesuits beneﬁted again from the generosity of Mrs.
Bertha Welch, who built a residence hall for the priests adjacent to the church. Rather than donate funds to the Jesuits,
she oversaw construction herself as while she was “altogether
SI’s First Two Principals
genuinely fond of the Fathers, as she had shown abundantly in
he high school department in 1924 was led for the ﬁrst
the past, she was not overly convinced of their business acutime not by the college president but by a principal. The
men….”1
ﬁrst principal, Fr. Cornelius Buckley, SJ, ran the school
The former Jesuit residence in the Shirt Factory was turned
into classrooms, and the Jesuits expanded the science labs, which from 1924 to 1926, presiding over a faculty of 11 Jesuits and 12
laymen.
while improving the
Fr. Buckley graduschool, also moved it furated from SI’s preparather into debt. Two mastory department in 1890
sive fund-raisers, the May
and two years later from
Festival, held in 1921 and
SI College. He joined the
1924, took place in the
Society of Jesus in Los
Civic Auditorium, and
Gatos and, after studthe SI Jesuits managed to
ies in Spokane, returned
repay a $100,000 loan to
to SI to teach brieﬂy bethe Hibernia Bank.
fore leaving to continue
(Jesuits in both the
his studies in Italy and
college and high school
England. He was orcommunities lived todained in 1908 in Dublin
gether in Welch Hall
and returned to the Bay
from 1921 until 1959
Area where he served as
when the USF Jesuits
dean of students at SCU
moved to Xavier Hall.
(1912–1922) and as a
The Jesuits teaching at
teacher of novices (1922–
the high school stayed at
1924) before becoming
Welch until 1969 when
SI’s ﬁrst principal. He
they moved to McGuckserved as a history proen Hall in the Sunset Disfessor at USF from 1926
trict campus. Welch Hall
until 1935 when heart
was demolished in 1970
trouble forced him into
and the open lawn area is From left: Fr. Thomas Martin, SJ, Fr. Willima LeVasseur, SJ, & Fr. Albert Whelan, SJ,
early retirement from the
now called Welch Field. SI’s second principal. Fr. Whelan was a no-nonsense disciplinarian whom students
classroom. From 1936
From all reports, Welch had no desire to cross.

T
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until his death, he served as Regent of the USF Law School and and then asked state ofﬁcials if his team could compete in the
as spiritual director of several San Francisco convents.
California Interscholastic Federation playoffs for the state chamAfter his death on January 20, 1947, the following obituary pionship. He received permission to play and to include members
appeared in the Province News of the California Province of the of the unlimited squad as reserves.
Society of Jesus: “Fr. Buckley was a well educated man, both
In CIF competition, SI beat Tamalpais Union High School
in secular and religious subjects. He was an excellent teacher, (25–17) and Paciﬁc Grove (31–22) before taking to the road to
and a very popular confessor. In 1946 he heard 18,000 confes- play Palo Alto High School. Standouts such as Tom Feerick and
sions.” He used to voice his disapproval of the training that Jesuit Ray Maloney helped SI win 32–14. Next came Napa on that
seminarians were receiving. “He did this once too often, for the school’s home court, and SI eked out a 18–16 victory after a tough
Provincial, Fr. Francis Dillon in 1922, sent him to Los Gatos [for competition. SI beat Marysville for the Northern California chammore formation] to
pionship at a neutral
remedy the situacourt in San Frantion.”
cisco. Senior George
The author of
Olsen helped SI take
the obituary noted
the day with a 34–22
that Fr. Buckley usuvictory. “A group of
ally submitted his
us went to Napa on a
reports on SI to the
bus to see SI win,” reProvince ofﬁce late.
calls Jack O’Dea ’28.
“The only difﬁculty
“George Olson inwas to get the report
tercepted a pass and
on time. He was usuwent for a lay-up to
ally one to two years
win the game. When
late. Strange to tell,
we got outside, the
he was up to date
Napa fans were so
when death called
angry that they behim.”
gan taking it out on
Succeeding Fr.
us, riding their moBuckley was Fr. Altorcycles through our
bert Whelan, SJ, the
crowd.”
younger brother of
Next, on April 3,
Fr. Edward Whelan, SI won its ﬁrst state championship in 1926 when the 145-pound team beat Lemoore High
1926, came Lemoore,
SJ, president of St. 20–11. Pictured above are, top row, M. Heahy, O’Gara, Olson, S. Leahy; bottom row, Burns,
the best team from
Ignatius College. Of Feerick, Maloney, Casey, McMahon.
Southern California.
Fr. Albert Whelan,
SI won 20–11 in what
McGloin writes the following of this “Prefect of Studies” — an- proved to be the lowest-scoring state championship game in Caliother term for principal: “Those who remember the Albert Whel- fornia history. It was also the ﬁrst state championship for any SI
an regime recall that he ran what perhaps may best be described (and San Francisco) team, but not the last; in the 1990s, SI’s cross
as a ‘tight ship’ — for he was a disciplinarian par excellence and country, crew and lacrosse teams would earn state titles.
tolerated little in the way of infractions.”
SI would continue to shine in basketball, with another league
Ken Atwell ’29 remembered one incident that illustrates this championship in 1927 when the unlimited team beat Galileo
quality: “One day, after seeing a disturbance in the hallway, Fr. 21–18. The Depression would eventually cause SI to reduce the
Whelan rushed out and pinned the suspected ringleader to the number of teams to four — the 110, 120, 130 and varsity), but
bulletin board by the neck. The trouble is, he chose the wrong they would not enjoy league supremacy again until 1943.
boy. The next day, that boy’s father, a wealthy physician showed
up and proceeded to tell Fr. Whelan what he thought of him and
Football
the institution. He told Fr. Whelan, ‘If you take off that collar, I’ll
n 1923, the school hired Jimmy Needles, (“one of the leading
give you a whipping.’ Fr. Whelan ripped the collar off, but the
half-backs of the Paciﬁc Coast,” according to the September
doctor turned around and left.”
13, 1923, Red and Blue) to serve as football coach for both
the
college and high school teams. Two years later, when Jimmy
Athletics: SI Wins its First State Title
decided to work exclusively with the college athletes, the high
I’s basketball teams enjoyed great success in the 1920s. school hired his younger brother, Frank Needles to replace him.
By 1921, SI took ﬁrst in the city in the 145-pound divi- Frank, a star at Gonzaga University, coached both football and
sion with a 67–1 victory over Mission. The unlimited (or basketball for six years. George Malley, the father of Pat Malley
varsity) team of 1922, led by “Scotchy” Hamilton and “Goat” ’49, succeeded him in 1929. (Pat Malley, a star athlete in his own
Turner, went undefeated to win the league title. In the 1925–26 right, went on to coach football at SI and at SCU where he evenacademic year, Frank Needles led the 145 team to an 8–0 record tually became athletic director. He was honored posthumously

I
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in 1985 with the Christ the King award — SI’s highest honor to
a graduate.)

Baseball & The Birth of the Wildcat

T

he SI baseball team turned in a strong showing in 1924,
led by coach “Fat” Varni, taking second to SH in the
San Francisco Athletic League led by junior outﬁelder
Frank McGloin, who would later captain the team in his senior
year and manage it from 1930 to 1942. (His son, John Bernard
McGloin ’29, would graduate from SI, join the Society of Jesus,
teach at USF and author several works including Jesuits by the
Golden Gate, a primary source for this history.)
In 1927, the baseball team, under coach Lorenzo Malone,
SJ, won the AAA championship. The following year marked
the birth of the term “Wildcat” as the name for the school’s
athletic teams. Before that, the teams were called the Gray Fog,
a name given to SI by a sports writer. Later teams facetiously
called themselves the Foglets and Fogletettes (for lightweight
divisions). Sometimes, when they lost, they were known as
the Drab Drizzle, according to the January 25, 1928, issue of
The Red and Blue. That article went on to note that “with the
separation of college and high school, it has been found desirable
to distinguish the teams more strongly. Since the college was
originally dubbed the Gray Fog, the Board of Control thinks it
ﬁtting that the college lightweights be called the Foglets, and the
name has already been applied to them.
“This leaves the high school in an advantageous position….
and now we have the opportunity to rechristen the teams
permanently…. The name Wildcats has been decided upon,
as best symbolizing the spirit of the high school teams. They
have always been lighter than their opponents, and always been
noted for their ﬁghting spirit when in difﬁculties. Their goal line
defense, and last-minute rallies on the basketball court, have
been proverbial.
“Moreover, it seems to be the universal custom to name
teams after some animal — St. Ignatius can now take her place
with the Cogswell Dragons, the Commerce Bulldogs, the Poly
Parrots and the Galileo Lions.”

Swimming, Track & Tennis

S

wimming began in 1924 when football coach Jimmy
Needles created SI’s ﬁrst team, though he only coached
them that one year. The 1924 Ignatian reported that
“There is not too much material, but several boys among them
being Cole, McGibben and Murphy, are showing quite some
form and speed in practice.”2 The team had its ﬁrst formal
coach in 1927 when SI hired Tom Kiernan “a noted developer
of many national stars.” That year, too, saw the team practice
in a new location at the Young Men’s Institute.
The track team continued to excel in the ’20s, with the 1924
juniors, coached by Charley Hunter, beating Mission 133–24.
The following year the lightweight track team beat Lowell in a
dual meet.3
The tennis team, competing in the courts at Golden Gate
Park, won the city championship in 1926 and went on to CIF
competition and won the AAA championship in 1928.

Extracurriculars: The Red and Blue

T

he high school launched a new tradition October 14, 1920,
with the publication of its ﬁrst newspaper, The Red and
Blue, with Eustace Cullinan, Jr. ’21, as the ﬁrst editor.
(Cullinan would later serve as a San Francisco Superior Court
judge.) In his inaugural editorial, he sounded a refrain familiar to
most editors of student publications when he criticized the student
body for lack of school spirit: “This year at St. Ignatius there seems
to be something lacking, which ought to be present. There is not
the old bustling activity that accompanied scholastic activities. In
short, the students of St. Ignatius
seem to be lapsing gradually into
a lithargy [sic]…. We conclude
that the cause of the evil must lie
with the students. In past years,
the very atmosphere of the school
was charged with action; a keen,
wholesome spirit of interclass
rivalry existed, yet, paradoxical
as it may seem, the school acted
as a harmonious whole; we were
all one big family together. We
used to hear of ‘Buck’ and ‘Spud’
but now we speak of ‘O’Brien’
and ‘Sullivan.’”
Cullinan went on to note
that “there is something besides
mere knowledge, which is just as
great in its own way, and even
more apt to beneﬁt us in later life. It is the forming of acquaintances
and friendships which may endure long after the Greek verbs and
rules of Geometry have passed from our minds.”
He concluded with the reason for the paper’s existence: “to
give our school what other high schools have, namely, a monthly
publication which will review the student activities, and which
will spread the achievements of St. Ignatius far and wide…. The
Seniors have taken the initiative and are sponsoring the paper for
the ﬁrst edition, feeling that it was up to them to start the ball
a-rolling. However, we expect this to be a school paper wherein
every class will take an active part in its publication. Above all,
don’t be deceived by ‘scholastic Bolsheviks,’ who may say this is a
‘fourth year paper.’”
For all this seriousness, the last page of the four-page
broadsheet offered these humorous asides:
“Heard in Trig —
“Joe Meaney — This stuff is killing me by inches.
“Ye Teacher — Cheer up Joe, you have a long way to go!”
“Clarence Gilly requests that his many admirers desist from
calling him their ‘little lamb’ as it makes him feel so ‘sheepish
like.’”
“This one takes the well-known brown derby. A dainty
freshman has declined to play football because the ball is made of
pigskin.”
In 1920, the same year as The Red and Blue saw its ﬁrst edition,
SI was denied accreditation after a visit by “Dr. Thomas” from the
University of California on April 13. According to McGloin, Dr.
Thomas found that the “subject matter of the courses offered was
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not sufﬁciently broad; second, the teachers, with some exceptions,
were not regarded as satisfactory.” The following year, students,
teachers and administrators worked to improve the school and
received accreditation in 1921.4

The Ignatian & The Heights

T

he Ignatian continued to publish as a yearbook, though
it went through a major redesign. From 1910 through
1924, it published as a small pamphlet with a cardboard
cover. In 1925 it published in a more traditional yearbook style
with larger pages (10.75 x 7.75 inches) and a hardbound cover.
From the ﬁrst, it raised funds through advertisements from local
merchants. It reported on both university and high school events,
as the two schools shared the same building until 1927 when
the college moved to Campion Hall at the USF site. The 1928
Ignatian covered only the college events, leaving the high school
students to create their own yearbook, in 1928, which they
named The Heights, in anticipation of the school’s move in 1929
to its new, higher location on Stanyan Street.
That ﬁrst edition included this foreword: “This book purposes
to be a record of the school year. A book can be nothing more
than a record of the human acts or thoughts, and insomuch as it
records them faithfully, therein lies its worth and its reason for
being. But a school journal, if it accomplishes this purpose, as we
hope this has, is more than a cold, lifeless record. It preserves as
in a bright and deathless looking-glass the brightest and happiest
The 1926 orchestra, which formed the previous year, performed at
assemblies, oratorical contests, debates and First Friday assemblies.
Opposite page: The Pageant of Youth featured a cast of 1,000 students from nearly every parochial school in San Francisco. SI’s Rev. T.J.
Flaherty, SJ, directed the grand spectacle.
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years of our lives, — our school days. That is the reason for the
existence of the 1928 Heights.”
Edward Sullivan ’28 served as the publication’s ﬁrst editor,
Charles Casassa ’28, later to become a Jesuit and president of
Loyola University, was associate sports editor. and H. J. Haley, F.
F. Collins and Fr. Harold Ring, SJ, served as moderators.

Music at SI

S

I assembled one of its earliest orchestras in 1925 “composed
of a small group of willing workers and talented musicians.
Many new and difﬁcult pieces were rendered in a manner
that showed earnest and hard practice, and the organization
merited the highest praise,” despite having to cope with “the lack
of several instruments, which were so necessary for a balanced
orchestra and for properly rendered selections.” The orchestra
performed at assemblies, oratorical contests and debates under
the direction of Mr. A. I. Mei, SJ, a member of the college faculty.
Later the orchestra performed at First Friday assemblies while a
separate student band played at football and basketball games.
In 1926 students formed a boys’ choir under the direction of Mr.
Paul Descout, SJ, to sing at the many liturgies, and a glee club,
which sang at student assemblies.5

The Block Club

T

he Block Club began in 1925 “to unite all those who
have received their awards for athletic prowess into an
organization for the furthering of better observance of
school spirit and stimulating athletic interest in the school.” Its ﬁrst
ofﬁcers were Frank Hanlon, Walter Black, Frank Gehres, George
Olson and Ulick Kelly; the group consisted of 21 members.

Speech & Debate

S

I students took part in a number of oratorical and academic
contests that would prepare them for college and for their
careers. The big event of the year was the Gold Medal
Debate, staged between the Senate (the Senior Debating Society) and the House (the Debating Society of the Junior Class).
The victor of this contest received a gold medal, a gift from
the Gentlemen’s Sodality of St. Ignatius Church. They also took
part in a debate with students from Santa Clara (later to become
Bellarmine College Preparatory), and vied for other academic
awards including the Washington Essay Contest (with the winner receiving a trophy cup given for the best essay on the life of
George Washington), the Freshman Elocution Contest (held at
the Knights of Columbus Hall) and the Martin Latin Medal (the
prize for the best paper in high school Latin).

Other Activities

O

ther contests included the Dramatic Arts Contest (an
award for the best actor), the Outside Debate Team
(which competed with other schools), the Loyalty
Cup (given to the class “which has shown the most loyalty to
the ideals of the school in student activity during the year”),
the Museum Essay Contest (sponsored by the M.H. de Young
Memorial Museum and won by Daniel Kelleher and George
Olson in 1926) and the Senior Memorial Cup (an essay contest
to commemorate two deceased members of the class). Other
clubs included the Sanctuary
Society and Sodality and the
rally committees. Students
also attended several dances,
including the Senior Exclusive
(“none but the mighty Senior
was admitted”), the Block Club
Dance, the Junior Prom, and
the Senior Dance.
Along with these ofﬁcial
activities were a few unofﬁcial
ones. The 1930 Heights notes
that on October 25, 1929,
a dozen “rascally” seniors
“imbued with an overdose of
school spirit … raided Sacred
Heart today with a barrage of
tomatoes prior to the football
game. Unfortunately, their
motives were not approved of
by the authorities.”

The Pageant of Youth

I

n 1925, the Jesuits looked
to another venue to help repay their debt: The Pageant
of Youth — a lavish play involving 1,000 students from SI
and other San Francisco Catho-

lic schools, all under the direction of Fr. T.J. Flaherty, SJ, and
written by Fr. Daniel Lord, SJ, a talented young Jesuit of the
Missouri Province. Among the stars of Pageant of Youth was J.
Preston Devine ’21, the uncle of former SI drama director and
current English teacher Peter Devine ’66. Preston played the
choicest role in the Pageant, that of the devil.
The Red and Blue of February 25, 1925, reported that
“when the call for the students was sent out [to audition for the
Pageant], the auditorium was ﬁlled with the volunteers, forcing the directors to limit the already great number and reserve
many for future use.”
According to the 1925 Ignatian, the Pageant of Youth,
which had ﬁve showings, was “a musical masque, heralded as the
greatest religious, educational and dramatic production ever presented in San Francisco…. To accommodate the enormous number of participants, a special stage, 120 feet wide with a depth of
50 feet, the largest ever built in the Civic Auditorium, was constructed. To give a stage opening sufﬁcient to frame the dancing
groups and comprehend the magnitude of the lavish scenes and
lighting effects, the arch was made 70 feet wide and 30 feet high.
The rearranged Auditorium had a seating capacity of 6,000 with
a perfect view of the stage for all.”
In 1927, SI formed the Senior Dramatic Society and presented George Cohan’s Seven Keys to Baldpate under the direction of Mr. Bart O’Neill, SJ, and Mr. Thomas Foster, with
two performances at the Knights of Columbus Hall. A gushing
reporter for the Ignatian had this to say about the performances
of James Ludlow, Garret McEnerney, Frank Silva and Ralph
Campiglia: “The players set a
precedent which will demand
every art from future aspirants
to dramatic honors. It is doubtful if the performance will ever
be surpassed at St. Ignatius.”
Two years later, Mr. Thomas
Foster directed Right on the
Button with a cast, for the ﬁrst
time, that went beyond seniors.
Four juniors joined the typically
all-senior cast and “a freshman
[John McHugh] was chosen to
play a juvenile role for which
none suitable could be found in
the upper division.”6

Parent Nights

I

n 1926, SI seniors held a reception to honor their mothers in what was most likely
the ﬁrst mother-son dinner. The
Ignatian of that year noted that
“all semblance of formality was
omitted and the meeting was a
success as all present entered
into the spirit of the occasion.
Fr. President spoke in honor of
the occasion and praised the efHistory Supplement GENESIS IV 19

forts of the Seniors and…. implied his sanction for a Mother’s
Club.” The following year, the Class of 1927 held a Fathers’
Night devoted “to the honor of that famous family institution,
the Dad.” The February 9 reception featured a one-act sketch,
a salutatory address and a talk by Father President “outlining
the Jesuit ideals of education.”

One School Becomes Two

I

n the 1920s, both students and teachers felt ready to move to
new quarters, as the “temporary” Shirt Factory never proved
truly satisfactory. Around 1925, Miss Mary Horgan died,
leaving the school $25,000 in her will. The Jesuits hoped to ask
300 individuals to donate $1,000 each to help SI begin construction of a new campus, the ﬁfth and ﬁnal one for the university
and the penultimate one for the high school.
In an article in the St. Ignatius Church Calendar from July
1926, Fr. Ray Feely, SJ, encouraged parishioners to donate towards this effort by helping to support the training of Jesuits: “To one to whom the name ‘St. Ignatius College and High
School’ carries no signiﬁcance, it must be a difﬁcult enigma to
solve, why over a thousand lads should deliberately pass by the
luxurious temples of learning scattered throughout San Francisco
and should content themselves to spend the glamorous days of
youth in such drab surroundings. The enigma deepens when one
learns that these young men are paying for the privilege of attending school in ‘a refugee shack’ (a reference to the emergency
shelters of the 1906 Earthquake), while a short distance away
splendid buildings offer them an education free and without tuition (i.e., Lowell, Polytechnic and Washington). And all this in
an age which values chieﬂy the superﬁcial, whose standard is the
extrinsic and not the intrinsic worth, which is more concerned
with the tortoise shell frame than with the accuracy of the lens!
“The answer to this enigma is to be found in two words,
As construction began on the Stanyan Street campus in 1928, students in the cold and drafty Shirt Factory anticipated their new, modern quarters. The school opened in 1929, thanks to a $100,000 gift
from Senator James D. Phelan, which paid for nearly a third of the
$342,000 construction cost.
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‘Jesuit Education….’ The point sought to be brought home here
is that, in San Francisco as elsewhere, parents and boys alike desire instruction by Jesuit teachers, even if that education demands
sacriﬁces both in the matter of ﬁnances and accommodations.
The insistence of the people of San Francisco is so strong that
dozens are turned away annually from St. Ignatius for lack of
classroom space.”
Fr. Edward J. Whelan, SJ, the 15th person to serve as president of SI, spearheaded fund-raising for the new college campus
(the beginnings of USF) shortly after taking ofﬁce in 1925, and
by 1926, he had raised $10,000, enough to give him hope for the
rest. On December 10, 1926, the college celebrated the groundbreaking ceremony for the Liberal Arts building on Ignatian
Heights, the name students used to describe the hilltop campus
site adjacent to St. Ignatius Church. Among those who spoke that
day were Fr. Whelan, Mayor “Sunny Jim” Rolph, Msgr. Michael
Connolly of St. Paul’s Parish (Archbishop Edward J. Hanna’s representative), and Frank Hughes ’83, president of the SI Alumni
Association.
The new college building (Campion Hall) opened on October 9, 1927, after being blessed by Archbishop Hanna, and student enrollment ﬁnally began to increase. That slow growth inspired the college to change its name once again, this time to the
University of San Francisco. However, not until the end of World
War II and the introduction of the GI Bill did USF’s enrollment
start to skyrocket, making it one of the premier universities on
the West Coast and the next step in formal education for many SI
graduates.
Between 1927 and 1929, SI high school students studied
at the Shirt Factory awaiting their own new campus. Barrett &
Hilp, the construction ﬁrm that built Campion Hall, began work
on September 11, 1928, on the Stanyan Street campus, located between McAllister and Turk Streets. Designed by Edward
F. Eames along “classical lines,” the new high school would be
in “harmony with the church, the faculty building and the college building.”7 According to the St. Ignatius Church Calendar
of 1928, planning for the new school involved a careful study
“of the plans of schools throughout the country,” and visits with
“more modern ones in Northern California.”

The article described the many state-of-the-art features of
the new school: “The building has been designed to accommodate one thousand students and will contain, besides the regular
business and administration ofﬁces, thirty-ﬁve classrooms, physics and chemistry laboratories, mechanical and free-hand drawing departments, library, assembly hall, chapel, cafeteria, co-operative store and book store, band room, winter play room and
gymnasium.8
“The gymnasium will be the ﬁnest in Northern California
and one of the ﬁnest in the country. In it will be located some
seven hundred lockers, besides showers, dressing rooms for visiting teams and coaches’ rooms. The main ﬂoor will be 60 by 102
feet in the clear, and rising from that will be the grandstands with
accommodations for 1,500 spectators.” (The school, however,
would not muster enough funds to build this gymnasium until
the 1950s.)
“The high school will have a frontage of 264 feet on Stanyan
Street and 75 feet on Turk Street, and the gymnasium, south of
the high school building, will have 130 feet on Turk Street and
104 on Stanyan.”
The football ﬁeld next to the school featured an 8-lane
crushed-granite track and wooden bleachers on the east side of
the ﬁeld. It was known as SI Field and later, after the high school
moved to the Sunset District, as Loyola Field and then as Negoesco Stadium. (The ﬁeld now offers stadium lights, seating for
5,000, a concession stand and a pressbox — a far cry from the
windswept plain where SI teams battled for 40 years.)
Construction took a year, and the Stanyan Street campus
opened August 19, 1929. The Calendar extolled its beauty then,
noting that the lobby “is done in Sienna marble, the walls being
in imitation travertine.” It touted the library, which had “accommodations for 10,000 volumes and for 100 students. It is done
in the mission style, the woodwork in oak. An Assembly Hall adjoins the Library, a delicately done thing with beamed ceiling, in
a grayish color, the drapes for the windows and stage in green.”
The article noted the layout of the building, with ofﬁces for
the principal, vice principal, spiritual director, student body and
athletic departments on the ﬁrst ﬂoor along with seven classrooms.
The second ﬂoor held 15 classrooms, with an addition 12 on the

third level. “The Physics and Chemistry Departments, modern and
up to the minute in every way, are located on the third ﬂoor, and
next to them are two drawing rooms, one for mechanical drawing,
the other for free-hand drawing.
“The gem of the entire building is the chapel, the entrance to
which is on the second ﬂoor, but which occupies the space of two
ﬂoors. It has a gallery, which is entered from the third ﬂoor. The
harmony of the Chapel, the delicately colored walls, the graceful
arches over the windows, the symbolism of the ornaments, all
point to it as being something quite distinctive in a Chapel design. But the crowning point of the chapel is the Altar, designed
entirely by Mr. Edward Eames….
“In the basement, which is completely above ground, are
found the Student’s Co-operative Store, the Book Store, the Assembly Room and Library of the Gentlemen’s Sodality, a huge
winter playground, a Cafeteria completely modern in every detail,
the athletic locker and dressing rooms, and the Boiler Room.
“The extensive playgrounds outside of the building contain
four basketball courts, three handball courts and a tennis court.
And just east is the Athletic Field, which will be used both by the
College and High School. The ﬁeld has been thoroughly graded
and planted in grass; in length it is 534 feet, and in width 200
feet. The turf ﬁeld is encircled by a quarter-mile running track,
which has been designed and laid out in accordance with every
requirement and is one of the very best tracks in California.”
The article concluded with praise for the state-of-the-art
public address system “which the principal from his desk can address the students in any particular classroom, or in all the classrooms at once. By means of the loud speaker attachment in all of
the rooms connection may be made…. Thus a notice, instead of
being sent around by word of mouth to the thirty-ﬁve classrooms
and consuming a great deal of time, can be delivered simultaneously to all of the classes at the expense of just a few moments
of time.” The PA also allowed for radio hookups. “Thus if a
message should be on the air that would be of great educational
advantage to the group studying American History, for instance,
or Civics, or Chemistry, that message can be directed to those
particular classes. The possibilities of the Public Address System
are very great and far-reaching indeed.”
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Students leaving the Shirt Factory to study on Stanyan Street
felt as if they were walking into the Taj Mahal. This landmark
school would serve more than 10,000 Ignatians over the next 40
years until 1969 when SI moved to its sixth campus, located in
the Sunset District.

James D. Phelan

O

ne generous gift of $100,000 made the Stanyan Street
campus possible and paid for nearly a third of the
$342,000 construction cost of the school. The donor
was former U.S. Senator James D. Phelan, considered by many to
be “the foremost citizen of California.”9
Phelan, who received his A.B. degree in 1881, was one of SI’s
most famous graduates. Of Phelan's
early days, an 1878 story in the
Monitor reports the following: “We
attended the literary entertainment …
on last Monday evening. The College
Hall, where it took place, was well
crowded, and a highly appreciative
audience manifested great interest in
the proceedings. The principal feature
of the entertainment consisted in a
debate on the question, ‘Has every
male adult a right to vote?’ and the
arguments advanced by the young debaters were very ably and
forcibly put. Where all were so excellent, it may be invidious
to single out any individual, but the natural, self-possessed and
eloquent delivery of Master James D. Phelan elicited general
commendation.”10
Phelan aspired to a literary career, but his father — an Irish
immigrant who made his fortune as a trader, banker and merchant
shortly after the Gold Rush — convinced him to join the family
business in real estate and banking. In his role as businessman,
he doubled his family’s assets. According to an article in the San
Francisco Chronicle, Phelan was “San Francisco’s greatest host
after the death of banker William Ralston [and]… the city’s most
eligible bachelor who ﬁnanced California playwrights, artists and
sculptors, ﬁlling [his Saratoga home Villa] Montalvo with their
creations.”11
Later, Phelan would serve as San Francisco mayor (1896–1902)
where he worked to reform City Hall, improve the economy and
pass a new city charter that led to the creation of elected supervisors.
He was also California’s ﬁrst popularly elected senator. The Jesuits
showed their gratitude to Phelan in 1905 by granting him an honorary
degree of Doctor of Law. On the day of the 1906 earthquake, Mayor
Eugene Schmitz appointed Phelan head of the relief committee for
those made homeless by the ﬁre. The Jesuits paid their ﬁnal tribute
by naming USF’s Phelan Hall residential dormitory for him in 1955.
Despite his accomplishments, Phelan remains a controversial
ﬁgure in city history due to his support of the Chinese ExcluAbove: Senator James Phelan. Right: Members of Tappa Kega
Schwartz gather in May 1928 in an unauthorized fraternity. Members
afﬁxed the Schwartz soda bottle top to their shirts for fraternity pins.
Opposite page top: The high school community celebrated the 75year anniversary of the founding of SI. Right: Fr. Walter Semeria, SJ.

22 GENESIS IV History Supplement

sion Act, which drastically reduced the number of immigrants
coming from China. After the San Francisco Earthquake, Phelan
hoped to relocate the city’s Chinese population to Hunter’s Point
to remove them from the center of the city, and he also warned
against the growing inﬂux of Japanese immigrants. Phelan’s antiAsian politics may have been typical for his times, but as USF
President Stephen Privett, SJ, noted, Phelan’s “explosively rhetorical expressions of exclusionary sentiments have all the appeal
to modern ears of ﬁngernails scraping down a blackboard.”12
After Phelan died on August 7, 1930, at his country home
near Saratoga, his remains lay in state at City Hall for three days.
A funeral Mass followed, the “largest and most imposing funeral
ever seen in San Francisco,” on August 11 at St. Ignatius Church
attended by California Governor Clement C. Young, Mayor
Rolph, and U.S. Senator Samuel D. Shortridge. The Jesuits named
nearly 100 honorary pallbearers for this graduate of SI who made
possible the construction of the high school’s ﬁfth home.13

Enrollment Rises as the Old School Falls

I

n the years before the Depression, enrollment at the high
school climbed steadily. In 1909, the high school held 198
students. By the fall of 1922, high school enrollment topped
500 for the ﬁrst time in the school’s history and climbed to 852 in
1931–32. The following year, enrollment fell to 680, but by the
mid 1930s, the numbers had recovered somewhat to “considerably above the 700 mark.”14
The stock market wasn’t the only thing to come crashing
down in 1929. That same year the Shirt Factory was demolished.
An editorial in the September 19 edition of The Red and Blue
waxed eloquently on this demise: “…we don’t forget our athletic ups and downs, our literary, forensic and thespian activities
there. A building does not make a school: it is the student body
that classiﬁes it. So when you see apartment houses on the south
side of Hayes Street opposite St. Mary’s Hospital, just remember
that all the spirit and loyalty has moved up a block or so, and
that the students of the new St. Ignatius High School are even
more interested and enthusiastic for bigger and better accomplishments for their new school.” In the November 15 edition,
as the demolition progressed, The Red and Blue struck a lighter
tone: “We bid you goodbye, school of cold winters and JUG all
the time. The rambling shack of wood is now a gigantic pile of
toothpicks.” The paper made no mention of another great demolition — that of the stock market — which occurred two weeks
earlier.

VII. At Home on Stanyan Street (1930–1939)

Diamond Jubilee Celebration

S

I marked its 75-year anniversary with a series of celebrations starting May 19, 1930, that included a diamond jubilee rally at SI Stadium on October 13; a celebration at the
Civic Auditorium on October 17 with Archbishop Hanna, Mayor Rolph and USF President Edward Whelan, SJ; and a parade
and Mass on October 19. St. Ignatius College used this occasion
to change its name formally to the University of San Francisco.
Later, on May 22, the Society of California Pioneers dedicated a plaque commemorating the ﬁrst St. Ignatius Academy
of 1855. The plaque was afﬁxed to The Emporium department
store, built on the site of that one-room schoolhouse. SI President
Fr. Anthony P. Sauer, SJ, rededicated that plaque and installed
a new one at The Emporium in 1979, the ﬁrst year he took ofﬁce, commemorating the school’s 125th anniversary. The plaque
bears these words: “The original St. Ignatius College has developed into both the University of San Francisco and St. Ignatius
College Preparatory. Placed in honor of their 125th year by both
senior classes of 1980. October 15, 1979.”

The Case of the Missing Principal

I

n the 1930–31 school year, SI had three principals. First, Fr.
Dennis Sullivan, SJ, who had taught as a regent at SI in the
early 1920s, took over in the summer of 1930 but left for
Seattle on November 3, possibly for reasons of health, and he
died there six years later. Following in his stead was the noted
preacher Fr. Dennis Kavanagh, SJ, but sickness forced him, too,
to resign by January. Succeeding him was Fr. Walter Semeria, SJ
’15, a legendary ﬁgure, known not for his tenure of ofﬁce, but
how he ended his association with the Jesuits.
Not much is known about his two terms as principal. He
introduced the practice of mailing report cards home to parents and ended the Friday assemblies at which students received
awards and medals for academic achievement. The August 19,
1932, edition of The Red and Blue, mentions in passing that he
had left for his tertianship studies, and that Fr. James King, SJ,
would succeed him as principal.

Four years later, Fr. Semeria disappeared, the apparent victim of a drowning accident on May 15, 1936.
The May 27 edition of The Red and Blue reported
that Fr. Semeria had died, “a victim of the raging Paciﬁc Ocean.” It mentions that he had been “burdened
with periodic sickness,” and had most recently served as
“spiritual father of the young men of the University.”
What no one knew at the time was that Semeria had
faked his death in order to leave town. SI Athletic Director Robert Vergara ’76 found out what really happened
when, in 1983, he interviewed Fr. William Keenan, SJ,
SI’s treasurer.
Fr. Keenan told Vergara that Semeria had gone to the
beach one day after school and then disappeared, leaving
behind a pile of his clothes and a breviary on the sands.
The Jesuits, thinking that he had committed suicide,
kept the matter quiet. But some, including Fr. Keenan,
found it hard to believe Semeria had committed suicide. “It was
thought odd, at the time, that Fr. Semeria should go swimming
after school that day.
He didn’t like the water,
but his clothes were on
the beach, and he disappeared. It was assumed
that he had drowned.
About 10 years later,
however, USF received
a request from a Southwestern Bible college for
Walter Semeria’s transcript — an odd request
for a man supposedly 10
years dead. At about the
same time, Fr. William
Dunne, SJ ’15, president of USF and SI (and
Semeria’s high school
classmate at SI), was
scheduled to go to Albuquerque, NM, for a conference. While
he was there, he took a ‘shot in the dark’ and looked through the
phone book for a Walter Semeria. He found the name, dialed the
number, and asked if he could speak with Walter Semeria. When
Semeria came to the phone, Fr. Dunne recognized his voice and
said, ‘Hello ——.’ Fr. Dunne called Semeria by a nickname that
only the two of them used. Semeria knew the charade was over
and agreed to meet with Fr. Dunne. They were together for an
hour or two and Fr. Dunne had his say.”
Some of the priests in the city had refused to believe that Fr.
Semeria had actually pulled this; after Fr. Dunne’s meeting, they
were convinced. Further conﬁrmation came when some publication ran a photo of a Protestant ministers’ conference, and Walter
Semeria was clearly visible. He had become an Episcopal minister. Semeria later changed his name, and he never told his family that he was alive, worried, perhaps, that the stigma of being
related to a runaway priest would be too much for them to bear.
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A senior class from 1933

A Song to Fight Over

Ignatian’s Song of Victory Made by F. O’Toole

n 1932, SI hired Eneas “Red” Kane, a nationally-ranked
track athlete who had coached and taught there for several
years, as the school’s ﬁrst athletic director. He served in that
position until 1936 when he left for a job at City Hall. He was
replaced by Richard “Red” Vaccaro, a former star athlete at the
college, who held the job until 1953. Following him were J.B.
Murphy (1953-1967), Leo LaRocca ’53 (1966–2000) and Robert Vergara ’76 (2000– ). (More on these men in later chapters.)
The school began another sports tradition in 1933 when
Fenton Gervase O’Toole ’34 wrote the words that generations of
Ignatians have sung at rallies and games. The November 8, 1933,
edition of The Red and Blue reported on this event:

“The Victory Song’s here! A real cheery song of encouragement for the boys who wear the Red and Blue. For a long time
loyal Ignatians have been discussing ways and means of instilling
more pep and enthusiasm into our student body. Fenton O’Toole
’34 has come to the aid of all loyal Ignatians with a new victory
song, to be sung at all games and rallies to the tune of a snappy
military march.
“You will hear the song at the next rally but in the meantime
learn the words so that you can warble the Red and Blue warriors
on to victory. Get behind the new school song and make it a real
student body accomplishment of the year.”
O’Toole, who later changed his ﬁrst name to Felton, joined
the Society of Jesus after graduating from SI and served as a priest
for 50 years until his death. He ended his career as an assistant
professor of English at SCU from 1975–83.

I

“Here It is: School Victory Song
To the Red and Blue we’ll all be true,
We’ll wave her banner to the sky,
We’ll ﬁght for you, old Red and Blue,
We’ll ﬁght for Saint Ignatius High!
And victory will be our goal —
For we will reach it, if we try,
So let us ﬁght—with all our might—
We’re gonna ﬁght, ﬁght, ﬁght, ﬁght, ﬁght!”
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Academics

W

hat did high school students read in their English
classes in the 1930s? What electives could they take?
According to the Catalogue of 1930–31, students read
such classics as The Iliad & The Odyssey, The Aeneid, Everyman,
Morte d’Arthur, Pilgrim’s Progress, Gulliver’s Travels, Robinson
Crusoe, The Vicar of Wakeﬁeld, The Last Days of Pompeii, Ivanhoe, Treasure Island, Captains Courageous and Lorna Doone.

They also read Shakespeare, Austen, Dickens, Hawthorne and
a number of poets, such as Tennyson, Arnold, Byron, Coleridge,
Pope, Milton and Browning — in short, the Great Books that students had read 30 years previous and would continue to read 30
years hence. This was the same reading list used by every teacher
in every school in the province, as they all looked to the Ratio
Studiorum to guide their curriculum. (Not until the 1960s and
1970s would teachers be allowed to experiment and stray from
this norm with authors such as Kate Chopin, e.e. cummings and
Allen Ginsberg.)
SI offered a variety of courses over the four years, but students had few options for electives. Subjects included chemistry,
civics, debating, English, French, German, Greek, history, Latin,
mathematics, mechanical drawing, music, physics, public speaking, religion, Spanish and social science. In all, 35 teachers and
seven administrators helped 850 students march through their
four years of high school education.
In 1933, the school changed its curriculum, requiring all students to take Latin, English, history and mathematics in their ﬁrst
two years as core subjects, with honors students taking Greek in
their sophomore year. For the junior year, students could choose
from three different sets of additional courses, though, as Fr. McGloin notes, “St. Ignatius High School still was determined to
retain its character as a college preparatory institution for not
one vocational or commercial subject was included in the three
groups.”1
SI also began offering three kinds of diplomas in 1933: a
general diploma for students taking fewer than four years of
Latin, a classical diploma for four years of Latin study, and the
highest award — an honorary classical diploma — for four years
of Latin and two of Greek.
In 1938, Fr. Edward B. Rooney, SJ, the national director of
the Jesuit Education Association, came to SI to evaluate its programs and facilities. He found that the 704 students and 45 faculty of SI enjoyed a “ﬁne reputation” and that the school “was
run exceptionally well.” He also noted that SI was “one of the
four Jesuit high schools chosen two years ago to participate in the
Cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards in some two
hundred American high schools. Its rating in this study was quite
satisfactory.” He hoped that the school would employ more Jesuit
priests as teachers, as SI relied heavily on scholastics, whose time
at the school lasted only a few years. Those scholastics, however,
were crucial to the running of the school, as they supplied needed
manpower and kept tuition costs low. They also served to inspire
young men to follow a vocational call to the Society of Jesus as
priests and brothers and to become diocesan priests.2

Athletics: Football

T

he football team, which left the AAA after the 1931 season for lack of success against the powerful city teams,
went undefeated under Coach George Malley from September 1933 to December 1935, ﬁnally losing 12–7 to Loyola
High School of Los Angeles in the state Catholic prep grid championship. Coach Malley was so popular in those days that you
could hear him being interviewed on Bay Area radio stations. His
success prompted SI to return to the AAA in 1936. The San Francisco Chronicle, at the end of the 1934 season, likened Malley’s

team to the “Rockne Ramblers” of Notre Dame. (It seemed in
those days as if all Catholic athletes in the U.S. were measured
against the exploits of Notre Dame’s great teams.) “Today in
San Francisco is an unsung, unnoted football team that embodies about everything that Notre Dame teams of years ago stood
for — rambling, ﬁght and Irish — and undefeated records. That
team belongs to St. Ignatius High School. The Ignatians ramble
over California a bit, next year they may even trek to Reno; Irish
names dominate the lineup and the record is clean — not even
one point is tabbed for opponents.”
The lightweight football team also enjoyed success, with the
1933 squad, coached by Eneas “Red” Kane, winning 13 games
by shutting out each opponent and scoring a total of 219 points.
The team was ranked ﬁrst in Northern California but missed
playing Bakersﬁeld for the state championship. SI hoped to raise
funds to travel south through the gate receipts of a game against
Sacred Heart. When that game was cancelled, SI opted not to
make the trip.

Basketball

I

n 1936, Eneas “Red” Kane, SI’s ﬁrst athletic director, left and
was replaced by Richard “Red” Vaccaro ’26, who made a
name for himself as a football great at SI. In 1924, the year he
entered SI as a sophomore, he became the captain of the varsity
football team under coach Jimmy Needles. He continued at SI
College in 1926 and graduated in 1930 after playing football for
SI and the Olympic Club. In 1931 he started teaching at the high
school and the following year became assistant to Leo Rooney,
SI’s head football coach. In 1936, he became both the new athletic director and head football coach (1936–1941) after George
Malley left to coach on the college level.
One challenge Vaccaro faced was the lack of a gym for his
basketball teams. The school began raising money for a gym,
with $70,000 set for the goal, and in the meantime, SI played at
the newly-opened Kezar Pavilion and Stadium.
The varsity basketball team of 1935–36 seemed destined for
greatness with the hire of Louis Batmale, a member of Lowell’s Class
of 1930 who was a year out of college. Members of the Class of ’36
wondered who this baby-faced choirboy was, as he looked no older
than they. Some students began making fun of him behind his back.
One day, they turned all their chairs around to face the back of the
room. “We thought it was funny,” said Bill Bennett ’36. “He did
not.”
Jack “Doc” Overstreet ’36 was one of those who was not
immediately impressed by Batmale. “Then one day, I was walking down the hall, and this tall man grabbed me. He said, ‘Are
you trying to knock me down? That’s not going to happen.’ No
one gave him trouble after that. Later, I realized how much he
and all my teachers really cared for us.”
Batmale coached the SI basketball team to seven straight
wins, leading up to a big game against Lowell. Bob Fair ’36, who
played for Batmale, remembers Kezar selling out all 5,500 seats,
and turning away 10,000 more. Lowell beat SI 29–8 that night.
“That was pretty embarrassing for all of us,” Fair notes. For
Frank Lawson ’36, that loss “was the toughest of my life. Over
the years I have run into so many people who said they were at
that game.” SI wouldn’t avenge itself until 1943, when Kevin
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O’Shea ’43 would lead the Wildcats to a city championship.
Batmale succeeded as a coach despite having to scrounge
around the city for gyms to use. “All we had were two hoops in
the schoolyard,” he noted. “We would use a gym on Page Street
and ones at Kezar, the Governor’s Club (now the San Francisco
Boy’s Club), Roosevelt Jr. High School and, once in a while, Mission High and Everett Junior High.”
Batmale also taught English at SI between 1935–39 and recalls the faculty make-up was the ideal mix for Fr. James A. King,
SJ, whom Batmale called “a great principal”): one-third priests,
one-third scholastics and one-third laymen. Batmale, like all the
lay teachers, made just enough to get by: $1,700 per year. “Those
were Depression dollars,” he added. “An apartment cost $30 a
month to rent and a restaurant dinner cost 75 cents.” Still, after
he married, Fr. King told him this: “Louis, you can’t work for
the Jesuits all your life. You need to make enough to support a
family now.” The Jesuits simply couldn’t afford to pay lay teachers as much as they deserved, so Batmale left SI, took a job at
Commerce High School, and eventually rose through the public
school ranks to become president of San Francisco City College,
retiring in 1977.

Top: The 1932 Varsity Football Team. Above: Varsity Crew in 1939, after
winning the All City Championship. Photo provided by Maureen Revel
and Carolyn Coe, whose father, Timothy Sullivan, is pictured (2nd from
right, standing). Sullivan’s grandchildren are recent SI grads. Opposite
page: Richard Egan starred in Elvis Presley’s ﬁrst movie.
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Baseball

S

I won its ﬁrst AAA baseball championship under manager
Frank McGloin ’25, who had been a star on the SI baseball
team. The 1930 season began with the Wildcats winning four
of their ﬁrst ﬁve games with stars such as Joe Burns, Roy Harrison
and team captain Cal Sever, who later played in the Paciﬁc Coast
League for the Oakland Oaks. In the league championship, SI beat
Galileo two games to one. McGloin said that team was “one of the
best I ever coached.”3

Crew

T

he SI Rowing Club may have been active informally in
the 1920s, but it gained formal status in 1932 when
Thomas O’Dwyer, a student at SI, organized the school’s
ﬁrst crew, which was coached by William Lenhart. After more
than 200 boys tried out, the coach formed two crews, one for
the 130-pound weight class and the other an unlimited (varsity) boat. In its ﬁrst year, rowing in 14–person whaleboats, SI
beat Galileo, Lowell, Marin Junior College and several other
schools. The team to beat, however, was the crew from Continuation High School, and SI placed second in AAA competition
to that school in 1936 through 1938.
James Feehan ’32, who died in 2004, was a member of
the ﬁrst crew. His widow, Geraldine, recalls that her husband
“practiced with the rowing club every Saturday morning on the
Bay with Angel Island their destination. On one trip, the boys
stayed too long on the island. Because of changing tides, rowing
back was hard and dangerous. They arrived safely, but it was an
anxious and worrisome time for everyone awaiting their return
at the South End Rowing Club pier. Monday morning was also
an anxious and worrisome time when the team was called to the
principal’s ofﬁce for a full accounting of the episode.”
In 1939, SI won its ﬁrst league title by defeating Galileo; SI
recaptured the league championship in 1941 and 1942 before
disbanding. SI would not compete in crew again until 1979. In
the 1990s, SI would prove to be a powerhouse both in California and in the nation, taking ﬁrst place in the U.S. in 1997,
marking SI’s only national athletic championship.

Golf

Richard Egan ’39

he ﬁrst mention of a golf team occurs in the 1930 edition of The Heights, which noted that the “there aren’t
too many good golfers in the prep circles around here,
and the Wildcats seem to be blessed with an amazing number of
them.” Standouts included senior Frank Devlin, who already had
a hole-in-one to his credit, sophomore George Kuklinsky and junior Neal Lyons. Others on the team were Al Buchner, Joe Kelly,
Lee Hoagland, John Duff, Frank Keane, Sid Heller, Gerry Lunch,
Fred Cosgrove, Jack Sherry, Ed Gilmore, Bill O’Toole and Jack
Freed.

ne of the most famous students to attend SI graduated in 1939. Richard Egan starred in Love Me Tender
(1956), in which Elvis Presley made his debut, Disney’s
Pollyanna (1960), and A Summer Place (1959), playing Sandra
Dee’s father.
At SI he performed in The Dragon’s Breath and The Bat
and won the Freshman Elocution Medal. He got to know all the
priests by working the switchboard at Welch Hall. After graduating from USF, where he participated in the College Players Theatre productions, he enlisted in the Army during World War II
and served as a judo instructor before being discharged in 1946
with the rank of captain.

T

Extracurriculars: CSF

O

I

n 1930, SI applied for membership in the California Scholarship Federation and formed its ﬁrst Honor Society, Chapter
211 of the CSF. According to The Heights of that year, the
group was “a junior part of the International Phi Beta Kappa
Honor Society and any high school member enjoys the help of
that body upon his entrance into college.” The ﬁrst ﬁve members
that year were William Dowling, William Dunbar, James Gallen,
George Myers and John O’Connell. In 1942, Edward L. Burke
’42, who later served for a time as a Jesuit and a professor at
USF, won the CSF’s highest prize, the Seymour Memorial Award,
honoring him for being the top male student in the state.

Marching for ROTC & Jeans

F

r. King, principal from 1932–1945, added a Military
Training Unit to the curriculum in 1935, the genesis of the
ROTC program. While students participated in it by the
hundreds, they still had a rebellious streak. In March 1937, 50
students came to class wearing blue jeans to protest the strict
dress code. When they were told to go home and change, they
walked outside and sat in the street. The Examiner ran a picture
of the students on March 19 with a “Strike for Jeans” sign during their sit-in, and the caption noted that “for a while, they sat
in the street wearing out the jeans at strategic points. But all of
them were back in class by noon” and that “the principal called
it a lark.” Those boys spent a day in JUG for every class period
they missed.

Speech & Debate

D

ebate continued to be a primary extracurricular activity.
In 1934, SI took on Bellarmine over this proposition:
“Resolved, that Hitler is a beneﬁt to Germany.” Debaters in the Senate, the senior debating society, gathered ﬁrst at SI
and then at Bellarmine for two nights of arguments. Bellarmine
defended the proposition, arguing that Hitler had “checked communism” and had “been a beneﬁt to Germany, ﬁnancially.” SI
countered, with Jack Clifford arguing that Hitler’s government
“was one of oppression,” Jack Wade noting that Hitler had “fostered race hatred,” and Jack Barbieri pointing to the trade wall
erected by Hitler. SI won that debate round, though it lost the
following day to Bellarmine.4

He picked up his acting career at Stanford after the war,
earning a master’s degree in theater history, and at Northwestern
University, where he taught and appeared in 30 shows.
A Warner Bros. talent scout eventually spotted him and
signed him to a contract. After a series of supporting roles, he
became a star for 20th Century-Fox, which likened him to Clark
Gable, and cast him in a number of adventure movies including
A View from Pompey’s Head in 1955, Esther and the King in
1960 and The 300 Spartans in 1962. He also starred in Up Front,
Hollywood Story, The Devil Makes Three, Seven Cities of Gold,
Split Second, The Glory Brigade, Demetrius and the Gladiators,
and Slaughter on Tenth Avenue.
In 1962, Egan began a career in television as Jim Redigo in
Empire, a contemporary western series; for its second season, the
show changed its name to Redigo. Toward the end of his career,
he played the role of Samuel Clegg II on the soap opera Capitol
until his death in 1987. Among the pallbearers for his funeral
were his close friends Robert Mitchum and boxer Floyd Patterson. (Both Egan and his brother, Fr. Willis Egan, SJ ’35, a theology professor at USF, were lifelong fans of boxing. They numbered among their friends many of the champions who fought at
the Olympic Auditorium in LA. “I enjoyed watching Richard’s
boxing movies when we would hold ‘Jesuit Night at the Fights’
at Loyola University,” recalls Fr. Kotlanger. “He was a generous
man who frequently attended SI and USF events to boost alumni
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enthusiasm.” Fr. Kotlanger also recalls that Herb Caen used to
joke that Fr. Willis Egan should have become an actor as he was
better looking than his brother.)
During his career he received the Laurel Award and was
ranked among the top tier of entertainers by Good Housekeeping
magazine. He was survived by his ﬁve children and by his wife,
Patricia, whom he married in 1958 at Star of the Sea Church at a
Mass ofﬁciated by his brother. His cousin Grace White noted in
the spring 1989 issue of Genesis II that Egan was happy to land
the Capitol part as it allowed him to spend more time with his
family. “Rich was a wonderful family man,” said Mrs. White.
“His family meant everything to him. Even though he was in
Hollywood, Rich lived a quiet life and was very private. He was
a holy man, truly a religious person.”

Alfred J. Cleary (SI 1900)

I

n 1930, Alfred J. Cleary (SI 1900 & grandfather of Board
of Regents President Mark Cleary ’64) was appointed San
Francisco’s ﬁrst chief administrative ofﬁcer by Mayor Angelo
Rossi. Cleary, who had trained at UC Berkeley as a civil engineer,
was chief assistant in charge of work on the Hetch Hetchy Dam
and the supervisor of the pipeline that carried its water to the Bay
Area. He also proposed the Rincon Hill site for the Bay Bridge
and created the Mokelumne Water Project, which supplied the
East Bay with water.
Under the city’s new charter, Cleary wielded considerable power as supervisor of both the SFFD and SFPD, the departments of
ﬁnance and records, purchasing, public works, health, real estate,
electricity, street trafﬁc, welfare, coroner’s
ofﬁce and several
minor bureaus. The
San Francisco News
praised the appointment in a December
16, 1930, editorial,
calling Cleary an “experienced, successful
and highly regarded
civil engineer…. In his
new post Mr. Cleary
will be the real boss
of most of the routine
work of the city.”
Alluding to the
corruption inherent
in city government at
that time, the News editorial added this note: “To clean up the
Department of Public Works and to apply efﬁciency and economy to its street and other construction work will be in itself a job
to test any man’s capacity.”
When he died in 1938, 108 honorary pallbearers, including
A.P. Giannini (founder of the Bank of Italy which later became
the Bank of America), took part in a funeral procession down
Van Ness Avenue. Alfred Cleary Street, on the west side of St.
Mary’s Cathedral, was named for this remarkable civic leader.
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Al Wilsey ’36

O

ne of SI’s greatest supporters over the years was Al
Wlsey ’36. He died in 2002, but his legacy can still be
felt at SI, from the library named in his honor to the
many years of service he gave the school as regent and trustee.
At the age of 12, he accepted an eight-year scholarship to SI and USF offered to
the brightest incoming freshman. He and his brother, Jack
Wilsey ’34, traveled daily by
ferry from Sausalito to San
Francisco to reach SI, and
despite the commute, both
Wilseys excelled in academics and athletics. In addition
to playing football, Al argued
on the speech and debate
team and was a member of
the honor society.5
By 1937, Al’s ﬁrst year at
USF, both his mother and father had passed away, leaving
the Wilsey Bennett Company family butter and egg business to
Al and Jack. The company prospered under the direction of the
brothers, and after World War II expanded into other products,
including margarine, shortening and salad oil. Today, among
other things, the Wilsey Bennett Company is involved in real estate development and venture capital investment. In explaining
his success, Al characteristically responded, “We were just at the
right place at the right time.”
In the true Ignatian spirit of service, over the years, Al gave
generously of his time, talent, and resources. He served the Fine
Arts Museums of San Francisco as a trustee, and a room in the Palace of the Legion of Honor is named for him and his wife, Dede.
He was an avid supporter of numerous San Francisco institutions,
including the opera and the California Academy of Sciences.
When Fr. Carlin created the Board of Regents in the 1960s,
he invited Wilsey to join. Wilsey led both capital campaigns —
the one to build the Sunset District campus in the 1960s and the
one to remodel it in the 1990s after the school became coeducational. To thank him for his efforts, SI named him a Life Regent
and made him one of three lay members of the Board of Trustees
— the ownership body of the school — when that group was
formed in the late 1990s.
“He is one of the most helpful and considerate alums I have ever
met,” said Fr. Sauer on the day Wilsey received the school’s Christ
the King Award. “He is among the rare individuals who helped us
through major hurdles and difﬁculties of all kinds to allow SI the
freedom to concentrate on advancing our mission as an educational
institution.” His son Alfred S. “Lad” Wilsey, Jr., is a member of the
school’s Board of Regents.
Left: Alfred Cleary (SI 1900) was San Francisco’s ﬁrst Chief Administrative Ofﬁcer; Above: Al Wilsey ’36, for whom the library at SI is
named, was a longtime regent and one of the ﬁrst lay trustees of the
school. Opposite page: J.B. Murphy taught at SI for 50 years, from
1939 to 1989, and served as the third athletic director.

VIII. War & Valor (1940–1949)
“Mr. SI”: J.B. Murphy

I

n its 150-year history, the SI faculty has included a number
of people who bled red and blue, many of whom were or are
alumni or alumnae. But the teacher who has earned the title
“Mr. S.I.” never attended St. Ignatius. To earn that moniker, he
simply put in 50 years on the job, serving as teacher, coach and
athletic director (from 1953 to 1967).
Few people know that John Bernard Murphy (universally
called J.B.) almost didn’t live past his 24th birthday. He entered
St. Patrick’s seminary after graduating from St. Paul’s grammar
school, but one year from ordination, J.B. learned that he had
bleeding ulcers, and his doctor told him he would die within six
months.
He left the seminary and spent the next year and half
struggling to recover. When he felt strong enough, he decided
to work to help his parents last out the Depression. He sought
work as a Latin teacher, given his seminary training. But when he
started work on August 16, 1939, at SI, he found himself assigned
to history and PE classes. Two years later, he was assigned to
teach math when a scholastic from Spokane called in sick a day
before classes began. “The principal looked through his faculty,
and I was the only one who had four years of high school math.
No one on the faculty had college math,” recalled Murphy in an
interview published in the summer 1989 issue of Genesis II. “He
said, ‘Murphy, you’re teaching ﬁve classes of math on Monday at
8:30 a.m.’”
Students soon learned that he was a tough disciplinarian. “I
had a volatile temper, but I worked awfully hard when I started
teaching to cool it. The very ﬁrst days I was teaching, one of my
students — now a respected lawyer — was making fun of me
sotto voce, speaking behind his hand. In those days, the teacher’s
desk was on a platform. I pushed my desk off the platform into
the arms of this boy. I went down, picked him out of his desk,
took him outside and lifted him by his shirt against the lockers.
I said, ‘I’m an Irishman and you’re a disturbing little runt. If
you do that again, I’ll separate your head from your shoulders.’
Forty-seven years later, he told me that he respected me for what
I did.”
His close friend and fellow teacher, Frank Corwin (“Uncle
Frank” to the students and faculty), tempered this image by noting
that “between J.B. and Fr. Tom Reed, our principal at the time,
those two knew every family in every parish in San Francisco.
J.B. knew everything about each boy at SI, not just the boys in
his class. He would know if they had any family problems, such
as an alcoholic parent or monetary issues. Because we had no real
counselors in those days, J.B. would often go to a student’s home
to help a boy with family problems. He put in many 16-hour
days doing this.”
He married Edna Ford in 1940 and they had four children,
including Chuck Murphy ’61, who has taught math at SI since
1965. Three Murphys made the cover of Company magazine
(a national magazine for American Jesuits and friends) when it
pictured J.B., Chuck, and J.B.’s grandson Matthew Murphy ’89
when he enrolled at SI. The ﬁrst coed class also included Matt’s

sister, Marielle Murphy ’93,
who enrolled the year her
grandfather retired.
During the war years,
J.B. became a favorite of
many of the students. “They
hung onto us and their
parents in those days,” he
noted. “All of the students
had tremendous respect
for the Jesuits and were
continually afraid that they
were going to lose the lay
teachers they dearly loved
to the draft.”
During the war, battleships sailed in and out of
San Francisco Bay daily.
“You lost your students’
attention as soon as a war
ship sailed by the Golden
Gate. All the boys would
look out the window at the
ship coming in, and you
could see the anguish and
pathos in their faces. You
lost their attention immediately. It was a poor teacher
who tried to bring them
back to attention; after the
ship sailed past, you could
recapture their attention.”
J.B. gained coaching experience with the Young Men’s
Institute swimming team (the precursor to the CYO), and he
became SI’s third athletic director in 1953. He found himself
in contentious meetings with the AAA’s other athletic directors,
most of whom were from public schools. “When they pushed
him, he would push right back again,” recalled Frank Corwin.
“He wasn’t afraid to speak up.”
But as an athletic director, he is perhaps most known for
never missing a game. And for most of those games, he would
wear his trademark yellow tie. He began wearing it in the early
1950s when René Herrerias ’44 coached basketball for SI before
leaving to coach at UC Berkeley. “We were guests at the tournament of champions at Cal,” said J.B. “Against all odds, our team
won every game during the morning and afternoon. At dinner,
René ribbed me about my ﬂashy yellow tie that I was wearing.
That night we won the championship. After ribbing me all day
about the yellow tie, he said, ‘Any game I coach for the rest of my
life and your life, I want you to wear that yellow tie.’”
Pay at SI was low, so J.B. took on several other jobs to support
his family. At Hamm’s Brewery, he worked on the bottling line
during his summers. “I was on the job for three hours when my
supervisor asked me why all the other workers were calling me
‘Mister.’ I told him these boys, students and athletes at SI, knew
History Supplement GENESIS IV 29

me as their athletic director.” With that, the foreman promoted
J.B. to line boss. Even though he made more working for Hamm’s
for three months than working for SI for nine, he stayed at SI
because, as his son Chuck noted, “there’s a real mesh between his
philosophy of education and Jesuit philosophy. I’ve heard Jesuits
speak of Ignatian values, and it’s obvious to me that they were
speaking about the way my father taught.”
In his last decade at SI, J.B. taught one class of freshmen for
two periods, helping them adjust to life in high school. In 1973,
football coach Gil Haskell ’61 created the J.B. Murphy Award,
which, each year, the team gives to the SI football player who best
exempliﬁes the Ignatian spirit through inspirational leadership
on and off the ﬁeld. Upon his retirement in 1989, the school
honored him by naming the football ﬁeld “J.B. Murphy Field.”

The Outbreak of War

A

t 8 a.m. on December 7, 1941, Jack Grealish ’44 was
sitting in the pews at Most Holy Redeemer Church for
Sunday Mass. When he and his family arrived home,
they heard the news that Japan had launched a surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor. “We were in shock,” said Grealish. “Everyone was
in shock. We didn’t know how to react.” That surprise attack
killed thousands of servicemen and launched America into World
War II. More than 3,000 SI alumni served in the armed forces
and 96 of those men lost their lives.1
Despite the conﬂagration, life at SI did not change drastically
during the war. Students still worried about exams and who
would win the big game. The war intruded upon their high school
lives in several ways, however. Teachers and older brothers left to
Above: SI students in ROTC uniform in 1944. In all, 3,000 SI grads
served their country in the Armed Forces in World War II, and 96 died
in that conﬂict. Opposite page: Among those who died was Admiral
Daniel Callaghan (SI 1907) who served as commander of Task Force
Savo Sea aboard the USS San Francisco, pictured sailing back to port.
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ﬁght in Africa, Europe and the Paciﬁc Theater. News came back
of alumni who had died or had been wounded. Some alumni
ofﬁcers returned to SI to speak to students or visit their teachers.
And every day, war ships sailed in and out of the Golden Gate
capturing the attention and imagination of the students, some of
whom graduated early to enlist.
The December 19, 1941, edition of The Red and Blue barely
makes mention of America’s entry into the war. The February 14,
1942, edition, however, offered three topical front-page stories.
Two of those stories reported on the departure of teachers: David
Walker, a history teacher, to the Navy and Fr. Cornelius O’Mara,
SJ, to the Chaplain Corps. (Seven other SI alumni also served
as chaplains in the war: Lt. Col. William Clasby, Capt. Wilfred
Crowley, SJ, Lt. Charles Farrell, Capt. William Hanley, SJ, Capt.
Raymond I. McGrorey, SJ, Lt. Col. William J. Reilly, and Lt.
Cmdr. Jerome J. Sullivan, SJ.)
The third piece told of a returning alumnus, Richard Treanor
’33, who recounted his rescue at sea. Ten days after the attack at
Pearl Habor, Treanor, a third mate on the U.S.S. Manini, found
himself swimming for his life after his ship was destroyed by a
Japanese submarine 200 miles southeast of Honolulu. “He told of
days of hopeless drifting, of praying, of water shortage; how one
of their number died before safety was reached. On Christmas
Eve a plane circled overhead while Treanor sent a semaphore
with a ﬂashlight. He described the jubilance of the men as they
looked forward to being rescued on Christmas, the happiest day
of their lives. But hope faltered and disappeared as Christmas
came and went. The pilot must have seen them, Treanor explains,
but nothing materialized.
“One day, two days more they waited. The water ration
was shrinking into nothingness and eating the hardtack was
as impossible as gulping bricks. Then on the twenty-seventh of
December, they spotted another plane, and this time Uncle Sam’s
ﬂeet came to the rescue.”
The Red and Blue published numerous items on the war,

and two Jesuits (Mr. Timothy McDonnell, SJ ’36, and Fr. Lloyd
Burns, SJ ’16) launched a new publication in October 1944 —
the G.I. Wildcat, a monthly newsletter sent to Ignatian alumni
serving in the Armed Forces. (This was the ﬁrst alumni bulletin
to be published and preﬁgured two later alumni publications.)
In the G.I. Wildcat’s ﬁrst issue, the authors reported that of
the 400 boys who applied to SI, a record 280 enrolled as freshmen.
The Jesuits selected those 280 by having all applicants take an
entrance examination for the ﬁrst time in the school’s history. It
“seemed to be the only fair way to select the 280 boys that could
be accommodated with the limited faculty and limited classroom
space. One of the questions on the examination was: ‘Why do you
wish to attend St. Ignatius High School?’ Here is one of the many
unusual replies: ‘Because I like the Christian Brothers.’”
The one-page, double-sided newsletter reported on visitors,
on alumni who had distinguished themselves, and on casualties:
“Martin Torti ’35 was recently given the Bronze Star for heroism.
He was wounded while obtaining ammunition when the supply
was exhausted and the squad was under ﬁre.” Not all the news
was from the front, however. Fr. Burns made sure the alumni
kept up with the high school news. In the April 20, 1945, edition,
for example, he reported on what may have been the ﬁrst senior
sneak. “Spring Fever has overtaken the City and the boys have
their eyes on China Beach and other such spots. A couple of
weeks ago, the fever ‘got’ the senior class so badly that after
the First Friday Mass they went AWOL. The TJA (top Jesuit
administrator) in the person of the Prefect of Discipline had them
sentenced to a full school day on Saturday.”
The May 1945 edition had much to celebrate, including
“VE Day, Liberated Prisoners, [and] Missing Ignatians Found.
We thank God for all of these things. But our war is still only
half over, maybe less than that, because it seems a majority of
Ignatians are in the Paciﬁc Arena. In the November 1945 edition,
Fr. Burns noted that Fr. King, SI’s principal, left to serve as dean
of faculty at Santa Clara, and that he had been replaced by Fr.
Ralph Tichenor ’27.
With most alumni back home, Fr. Burns stopped publishing
the newsletter in May 1946, but expressed his hope that some
sort of alumni publication would continue in the years to come.

Val Molkenbuhr ’43, while jogging around the Beach Chalet,
recalls seeing ships coming in and out of the Golden Gate. “Once
in awhile we heard of alumni dying in a battle, and we prayed for
them.”
Bob Lagomarsino ’39 lost about a dozen friends to the war,
including his good friend, Dan Hurst ’39. “We went to grammar
school together, and after he enlisted, we corresponded. My
mother was the ﬁrst to hear that he was missing in action, and later
we heard that he had been killed in the South Paciﬁc. I was quite
upset. I knew his parents and sister and felt so sorry for them.”
Grealish, Molkenbuhr and Lagomarsino enlisted, as did
thousands of fellow Ignatians, with many graduating early or
leaving before graduating to ﬁght what nearly all considered

Wartime Memories

W

hile the war did not intrude often into the lives of SI
students, more than a few incidents served to remind
Ignatians that they were not a world apart. The school
conducted air raid drills and continued to train students in ROTC.
For Jack Grealish, the war came home when Bill Telasmanic ’37,
a star end on the football team and catcher on the baseball team
at both SI and USF, died in a plane crash in North Africa in the
early days of the war. “Everyone felt his loss,” said Grealish.
“Every day, we would check the newspapers to read the casualty
lists. But we were 16, and we tended to focus on our high school
problems.”
Grealish recalls one alumnus, a Navy ofﬁcer, visiting his
Latin class, taught by Fr. Lloyd Burns, SJ. “Fr. Burns, who was
very proud of his Latin class, asked him if Latin had helped him.
The ofﬁcer gave Fr. Burns a funny look and said, ‘It hasn’t done
me any good at all.’ That’s not what Fr. Burns wanted to hear.”

to be a just war against brutal dictatorships. “This wasn’t like
the Korean War,” recalled Grealish. “Everyone was 100 percent
behind it.”
The speciﬁc tragedies of each of the 96 SI alumni deaths were
spelled out in Gold Star Ignatians, a commemorative pamphlet
published in 1947 by the school. (The 96 dead listed in that
book also have their names printed on a memorial plaque in the
Alfred S. Wilsey Library.) Reading through these names and the
circumstances of their deaths, we are reminded of the horror of
war in its particulars. These men, some barely out of boyhood,
died all over the world, from the Arctic waters off Alaska to the
deserts of Africa, from the forests of Germany to the islands of
the South Paciﬁc.
Lt. Col. James M. Sullivan ’10, a doctor with the Reserve
Medical Corps, was one of these men. In May 1941, he was
called into service and sent to Sternberg General Hospital in MaHistory Supplement GENESIS IV 31

nila, and then to Base Hospital No. 2 in Bataan. He survived the
Bataan Death March and was sent to Cabanatuan and Bilibid
Prison Camps. “After surviving three years of imprisonment, he
died after reaching Moji, Japan, on January 31, 1945, from fatigue, starvation and wounds received during the sinking of his
hospital ship by U.S. forces.” Others died in less dramatic ways,
from car accidents to illness to being crushed by falling trees in
storms, yet their loss, too, was felt by family and friends.
Among the Ignatian servicemen were numerous war heroes,
including Capt. Joseph Golding ’36 and Sgt. Roy Bruneman
’25, who were awarded Silver Stars posthumously in 1944 for
gallantry in action in the South Paciﬁc.
The four most famous Wildcats who served in the war were
Rear Admiral Daniel Callaghan (SI 1907), his brother, Admiral
William Callaghan ’14, General Fred Butler ’13 and Ensign
William Bruce ’35.

Admiral Daniel Callaghan (SI 1907

D

aniel Callaghan was born in San Francisco on July 26,
1892, and raised in Oakland. He graduated from SI in
1907, having attended both the Van Ness Avenue campus
and the Shirt Factory in its ﬁrst year, commuting to school by
ferry and train and using that time to memorize “long skeins of
Keats and Tennyson, whole cantos from Longfellow and Scott —
or ﬁguring out the all but impossible ways Caesar or Cicero had
of constructing sentences for his Latin classes.”2 At SI, Callaghan
was “greatly inﬂuenced by [his] Jesuit mentors,” according to
Fighting Admiral: The Story of Daniel Callaghan. “Dan had the
appearance of being
a bit overserious. But
actually, in the company
of his own crowd, he
was jolly enough….
[When] the Ignatian
baseball team, which
though a secondary
[school] affair, took
on the junior varsities
of the University of
California, Santa Clara
and Stanford colleges,
Dan soon won himself
a right ﬁelder’s berth.
He was also prominent
in the ‘Gas League’
punchball circuit, and
especially after making up his mind about going to Annapolis,
he was a constant user of the gymnasium, giving himself a
thorough physical workout — a habit that became almost a fault
throughout his life.
“But for the most part, Dan at high school concentrated on
books…. Striding into Fr. John P. Madden’s Cicero class on a ﬁne
spring morning, Fr. Woods found Dan Callaghan [standing] up,
reciting. Fr. Woods took over the book from the slightly startled
mentor and popped a question at the strapping youngster in a
purposely unintelligible mumble. Dan did not catch it, of course,
and stood nervously waiting. To have asked for a repetition of
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the question would have been an admission of lack of attention.
After a moment, the Jesuit repeated the question as indistinctly
as before. Dan could only guess at what was wanted, and
guessed wrong. Hence his answer was wrong…. The result was
a severe going over for not having studied his lessons, much to
the amazement of his classmates. But Dan took it well… with
the reﬂection that such ‘lacings’ were good for the soul, though
terribly hard on one’s sensibilities.”3
Dan also experienced the 1906 earthquake while at home
in Oakland. He helped his father organize a “sort of vigilante
committee to quiet the neighborhood” and to warn people not
to light ﬁres in their ﬁreplaces as many of the chimneys had
collapsed. (Sadly, just such a ﬁre kindled the conﬂagration that
destroyed SI College across the bay.)4
After leaving SI, Dan attended the Naval Academy,
graduating in 1911. His distinguished career was marred by one
incident that led to a Courts-Martial for allegedly requisitioning
the wrong replacement parts, which made his ship, the Truxton,
unable to continue its trip. He was acquitted of all charges and
restored to duty.
Later, he spent three years at UC Berkeley where he served
as professor of naval science in the naval ROTC. Then, in 1938,
President Roosevelt asked his physician, Ross McIntire, for a
recommendation for a Naval Aide, someone who was a “saltwater sailor,” rather than an administrative ﬁgurehead. McIntire
had just the man for the job, and recommended Callaghan. For
the next three years, he served the president keeping him “posted
on the intimacies of naval matters, domestic as well as foreign,”
and listening “with intelligence while the President expatiated on
the whys and wherefores of Hipper’s cruiser tactics at Jutland
or the follies of the Russians at Tsushima.” Roosevelt wanted
“someone who had the feel of the sea in him, and was more than
delighted when he found that Dan was a gunnery man and could
talk of ﬂeet maneuvers.”5
Callaghan lived aboard the presidential yacht, the Potomac
while serving the president, and the two became fast friends. When
the U.S. entered World War II in 1941, Roosevelt reluctantly
let Callaghan leave the Potomac for U.S.S. San Francisco, and
to serve in the Paciﬁc Theatre. Callaghan’s ﬁnal ﬁtness report
included this note from FDR: “It is with great regreat that I am
letting Captain Callaghan leave as my Naval Aide. He has given
every satisfaction and has performed duties of many varieties with
tact and real efﬁciency. He has shown a real understanding of the
many problems of the service within itself and in relationship to
the rest of the Government.”6
By this time, Callaghan had earned a reputation as a
hometown hero. In Embattled Dreams: California in War and
Peace 1940–1950, historian Kevin Starr (who attended SI in
the 1950s and who serves as California State Librarian), noted
that “Callaghan was the pre-eminent military ﬁgure of Northern
California, especially for Catholics, and he was held in awe
by San Franciscans just as Patton was held up by Southern
Californians as one who “embodied the best possibilities of the
Left: Adm. Daniel Callaghan received the Medal of Honor posthumously for his bravery during the Battle of Savo Sea. Opposite page:
Before the war, he served as Naval Aide to FDR. He lived aboard the
USS Potomac where he is pictured with the president, Eleanor Roosevelt, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.

region…. Whereas Patton was privileged, ﬂamboyant, profane,
and self-regarding, Callaghan was steady, unassuming, pious
(avoiding alcohol…), and thoroughly devoted to the welfare of
his men, who tended to call him Uncle Dan behind his back. As
Patton was devoted to tanks, Callaghan was devoted to the art
of gunnery. While other naval colleagues bespoke the future in
terms of airplanes and submarines, Dan Callaghan devoted his
career to perfecting the art and science of gunnery from surface
ships.” Callaghan was also a “tall, solid ﬁgure, prematurely gray,
a Spencer Tracy look-alike, known to the men of the ﬂeet as well
as to the brass as a commandingly steady ﬁgure, the representative
naval ofﬁcer of his era.”
Callaghan served as captain of the heavy cruiser U.S.S. San
Francisco, which had escaped serious damage in the attack on
Pearl Harbor and then spent six months on Vice Admiral William
Halsey’s staff. In 1942, he returned to the San Francisco as
commander of Task Force 65, made up of ﬁve cruisers and eight
destroyers that fought in the ﬁrst naval battle of Guadalcanal
in November 1942. While aboard the San Francisco, Callaghan
commanded his ships to sweep the waters around Savo Island on
November 11 in preparation to block the arrival of a Japanese
invasion ﬂeet and to provide cover for the unloading of Marines.
The next day, Callaghan’s task force was attacked by 25 enemy
torpedo bombers, forcing him to get under way.
The Japanese force consisted of two battleships, Hiei and
Kirishima, one light cruiser and 15 destroyers. On November 12,
Callaghan ordered his ships back to Savo to meet the enemy.

Shortly after 1 a.m. on November 13, one of his ships, the Helena,
detected the Japanese 27,000 yards away, but Callaghan, whose
forces were badly outgunned, didn’t know the exact location of
the enemy as his ships lacked radar.
The Battle of Savo Sea (also known as the Battle of Sealark
Channel) began with the Japanese approaching Sealark Channel
in three columns. Callaghan made a daring move and took
his ﬂeet, with the San Francisco in the lead, between the two
outside Japanese columns and head-on toward the third column.
(Picture Callaghan’s ﬂeet sailing into the middle of an inverted
V.) Callaghan hoped to sail through the enemy columns and
ﬁre at them before they had time to lower the elevation of their
guns. Once past, he hoped “to pit speed, target angle, range and
rapidity of ﬁre against bulk and force.”7
At 1:42 a.m., with one ship 3,400 yards away, Callaghan gave
the order to ﬁre torpedoes, later ordering, “We want the big ones.”
Three minutes later, Japanese searchlights spotted the American
ﬂeet and the battle was underway. Callaghan ordered guns on
both sides to open ﬁre, hitting the Yudachi 3,700 yards away. The
Americans were surrounded, ﬁring from both port and starboard.
As Starr writes, “Maneuvering was difﬁcult, and the San Francisco
lacked the latest radar; but whether this was the cause for what
followed or rather whether what followed was due in some measure
to Callaghan’s gunnery-oriented spirit of the attack, the American
force literally sailed into the middle of the Japanese force, as if
running a gauntlet. What ensued was perhaps the last ship-to-ship
naval engagement in military history as the American ships and the
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Japanese ships fought through direct searchlight-guided gunﬁre.”
It was also the largest night battle in naval history.
At 2 a.m. Callaghan’s ﬂagship was struck by a salvo from
the Hiei, and the bridge took a direct hit from a 14-inch shell
immediately killing Callaghan and three of his staff ofﬁcers and
mortally wounding Capt. Cassin Young, the ship’s commanding
ofﬁcer. Despite the loss of bridge and commander, the ship
continued to ﬁght on, moving closer to the enemy so its 8inch guns would be more of an even match with the 14-inch
Japanese guns. The San Francisco took 47 hits and its crew had
to extinguish 25 ﬁres. It stayed aﬂoat, however, and managed
to sink one Japanese ship and damage several other ships badly
enough to allow an American submarine to sink them. Had
The San Francisco and the other ships in the task force failed,
Guadalcanal would probably have fallen again to the Japanese.
The badly damaged ship eventually returned to port under its
own power thanks to the quick actions of Herbert E. Schonland,
who taught at SI in the 1947–48 academic year and then at Santa
Clara University.
Schonland, who retired as a Rear Admiral, also won the
Medal of Honor for his actions in that battle. With Callaghan’s
death, and the death of two other ofﬁcers, Schonland assumed
command of the San Francisco. The second deck compartment of
the ship had taken on water, nearly sinking it, when in waist-deep
water, Schonland secured the deck by pumping off and draining
the water, working with only ﬂashlights to help him see. (The
bridge of the San Francisco is on display at Land’s End above the
Cliff House in a memorial to Admiral Callaghan and the other
Americans who died that day on the San Francisco.)
Word came to President Roosevelt of Callaghan’s death on
November 16, 1942. “There was no one willing to convey the
news to the President. When ﬁnally word was brought to him
ofﬁcially, he gasped in unaffected consternation. ‘I knew it,’ he
said. ‘I knew Dan was too brave a man to live. But I’ll bet, as he
set his course straight for the enemy, he was thinking of Dewey
and Manila, and our constant discussions of such actions.’”
The next day, FDR sent a note to Dan’s wife, Mary, that
read, “I am very sure I need not tell you of the sense of great
personal loss to me. Dan and I had a very wonderful relationship
during the years he was at the White House. I took great pride
in him, and I must have been nearly as happy as he over his
new command. In spite of our grief we will always remember
a gallant soul who died leading his ship and his command to a
great victory.”8
Callaghan received the Medal of Honor posthumously for his
actions that day. His citation reads as follows: “For extraordinary
heroism and conspicuous intrepidity above and beyond the call
of duty…. Although out-balanced in strength and numbers by a
desperate and determined enemy, Rear Admiral Callaghan, with
ingenious tactical skill and superb coordination of the units under
his command, led his forces into battle against tremendous odds,
thereby contributing decisively to the rout of a powerful invasion
ﬂeet, and to the consequent frustration of a formidable Japanese
Left: Admiral William Callaghan was honored in 2001 for the respect
he showed to the body of a Japanese kamikazie pilot during WWII.
Opposite page: Yell leaders in the 1940s. Photo courtesy of Dick Raffetto ’44.
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offensive. While faithfully directing close-range operations in the
face of furious bombardment by superior enemy ﬁrepower, he
was killed on the bridge of his ﬂagship. His courageous initiative,
inspiring leadership, and judicious foresight in a crisis of grave
responsibility were in keeping with the ﬁnest traditions of the
U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life in the defense of his
country.”
In that same battle, the U.S.S. Juneau, part of Callaghan’s
task force, had been sunk by a torpedo, hitting the port side near
the forward ﬁre room where ammunition was stored, destroying
the ship in a giant ﬁreball and killing the ﬁve Sullivan brothers.
Only 10 sailors survived that ordeal.
The U.S. Naval Academy later named one of its rooms in
honor of Admiral Daniel Callaghan, the hero who helped win the
Battle of Guadalcanal, and American Legion Post No. 592 was
instituted in his honor on March 23, 1944. On July 24, 2004,
the U.S.S. Potomac Association celebrated Daniel Callaghan Day
with a series of lectures, ofﬁcial proclamations and a Bay cruise
aboard the Potomac, the boat Adm. Callaghan served on as FDR’s
aide. More than 20 members of the Callaghan clan attended that
celebration, including Caitlin Callaghan ’99, Larkin Callaghan
’01 and Connor Callaghan ’08, great-grandchildren of William
Callaghan ’14, Daniel’s brother.

Admiral William Callaghan ’14

D

an Callaghan’s brother, William, was also an admiral in
the Navy and served as the commander of the U.S.S.
Missouri, the battleship on which Japanese representatives
surrendered to the Allies in Tokyo Bay to mark the end of the
war. After attending SI, he
graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1918
and served in World War I
on a destroyer. In 1936, he
received his ﬁrst command,
that of the U.S.S. Reuben
James (later sunk by a
German U-Boat in 1940),
and later joined the staff
of the Chief of Naval
Operations in 1939, where
he served as logistics ofﬁcer
for the commander in chief
of the Paciﬁc Fleet, receiving
the Legion of Merit for his
efforts.
He commissioned the
Missouri in 1944 and led it
in operations against Tokyo, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. During the
Battle of Okinawa on April 11, 1945, Callaghan’s ship came under kamikaze attack. Fortunately, the 500-pound bomb aboard
the plane failed to detonate, but the pilot was killed instantly
when his plane crashed into the battleship.
Crewmembers put out the ﬁre around the plane and found
the broken body of the Japanese pilot lying on the deck. The crew
felt anger and outrage, but Callaghan ordered them to prepare
the pilot’s body for burial with military honors, “an unprecedent-

ed act for an enemy in time of war.” Some of the crew grumbled,
but others respected Callaghan for doing the right thing. Crewmembers worked at night to create a Japanese ﬂag to drape over
the body, and the ships’s chaplain offered the prayer, “Commend
his body to the deep,” while the Missouri’s crew saluted and an
honor guard ﬁred their riﬂes to honor this fallen pilot.9
“Interestingly, during a September 1998 reunion of former
U.S.S. Missouri crewmembers at the battleship’s new home in
Pearl Harbor, many of those who served in World War II told
members of the Association that, in retrospect, they felt Captain
Callaghan acted correctly,” according to Patrick Dugan of the
U.S.S. Missouri Memorial Association.10
Callaghan went on to serve as commander of Naval Forces in the Far East during the Korean War and retired in 1957.
He died July 8, 1991, at the age of 93. On April 12, 2001, he
was honored in memoriam at a ceremony aboard the Missouri,
docked at Pearl Harbor, to commemorate the respect he paid to
the Japanese pilot. Since kamikaze pilots wore no identiﬁcation,
the Japanese Navy narrowed the identity of the pilot to three
possibilities, and descendents of each of these families attended
the ceremony. One family brought water taken from the area
where a U.S. submarine had recently surfaced, accidentally sinking a Japanese ﬁshing boat, and that water was poured into Pearl
Harbor from the Missouri.

General Fred Butler ’13

B

rigadier General Fred Butler ’13 was another SI graduate
who played an integral role in the war. After three years in
the college division, he graduated from West Point in 1918
and from the U.S. Army Engineer Schools in 1921. He remained
in the U.S. Army until his retirement in 1953.
He worked in China and Outer Mongolia with the Army
Corps of Engineers and taught at West Point before returning to
San Francisco in 1927. He helped to create Treasure Island for
the 1939–40 Golden Gate International Exposition and super-

vised roadwork on Yerba Buena during his stay here. After the
fair ended, Treasure Island was sold to the U.S. Navy and became
the base of operations for the war in the Paciﬁc Theatre.
In World War II, he was involved in both the African and
Italian campaigns and the invasion of Southern France. For his
efforts, he received the Distinguished Service Cross, the Legion
of Merit, the Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart. France honored him with the Croix de Guerre and the
Legion of Honor, and Italy awarded him the Cross of Valor.
(The October 20, 1944, edition of the G.I. Wildcat reported that
“Brig. Gen. Fred Butler has been making the headlines lately. He
is the leader of ‘Butler’s Task Force,’ driving up France to Berlin.
His son Bill Butler is a member of the senior class at the High
School.”)
After the war he served as manager of the San Francisco International Airport and as a commissioner for the SFFD. In 1962,
Pope John XXIII honored him with the title of Knight of Malta
and in 1965, SI gave him the Christ the King Award.

The End of the War & The Birth of the Bruce

A

fter the end of World War II, SI and SH thought of a
ﬁtting memorial to the fallen alumni of both schools: a
perpetual athletic trophy, given to the school that won at
least two of the three games in football, basketball and baseball.
This trophy, named for SI’s Bill Bruce ’35 and SH’s Jerry Mahoney, would also commemorate the oldest athletic high school
competition west of the Rocky Mountains.
In The Red and Blue of January 29, 1947, reporter Watt
Clinch ’47 predicted that “this trophy, as time goes by, will
doubtless come to mean as much to SI and Sacred Heart as the
legendary Axe means to Stanford and California and the Old
Oaken Bucket means to Indiana and Purdue.”
The Chronicle’s Ken Garcia wrote an article about this trophy in 2001, in which he noted that “Bill Bruce was a gregarious,
sharp teenager, who came to SI in 1931 on a scholarship as a virHistory Supplement GENESIS IV 35

tual unknown. Bruce was an orphan who attended St. Vincent's
School near San Rafael, commuting across the Bay by boat. He
was a ﬁne student and a good athlete who started as a lineman
— defense and offense were not speciﬁed in those days since everybody played both ways.”
The February 26, 1947, edition of The Red and Blue added
that while at SI, Bruce “repeated a year of Greek so he could raise
his average from a 92 to a 95,” and was later elected salutatorian
for his class.
“Bruce never made All-City,” wrote Garica, “but his charisma and quick mind charmed his classmates who elected him
student body president. When he graduated in 1935, Bruce went
to Santa Clara University, where he started on the Broncos team
that beat LSU 21-14 in the Sugar Bowl. He spent his summers
working as a park director at Grattan Playground in the Haight,
before enlisting in the Navy in 1940, where he became an outstanding ﬁghter pilot.
"‘Bill was a natural leader, extremely popular, who just had
this air of command,’ said Fr. Harry Carlin, SJ, SI's executive vice
president, who was one of Bruce's classmates. ‘He was a model
for students then and he's a model for them now.’
“Bruce ﬂew more than 50 combat missions in Europe during the early ’40s before being called back by the Navy to train
young pilots at the Naval Air Station in Pasco, Washington, part
of the Tri-Cities area in the eastern part of the state that combines
desert terrain with steep canyons. And there, on April 14, 1943,
Bruce, with a young trainee at the controls, refused to bail out
when the pilot could not pull their plane out of a nosedive, and
the two men were instantly killed. Bruce was 25.”
Garcia added that SH’s Jerry Mahoney, who grew up in the
Richmond District, was tall enough to start on his school’s varsity basketball team as a freshman in 1941, “a feat so uncommon
that it stands out almost as much as the fact that he made ﬁrst
team All-City in basketball and football his senior year. ‘He was
one of the best athletes in the city,’ said Jack Grealish, ‘and I
know, because I played with him and against him.’
“Mahoney enlisted in the Navy and, after boot camp, was
assigned to a merchant ship for combat duty. In June 1944, just
hours after the Denny B. Plant set out from the Atlantic coast,
the ship was torpedoed by a German submarine. Every man on
board was killed. Mahoney was 18.”
Even though the trophy match was not inaugurated until
1947, the schools mark the ﬁrst year of the match-up as the
1945–46 academic year to commemorate the end of WWII. SH
took the trophy that year, and SI the next. In all, SI has kept the
trophy 40 times as of 2005, and SH 18 times.
In 1967 SI joined the West Catholic Athletic League and SH
remained in the AAA until 1969. For two years, the schools split
ownership of the Trophy, though they didn’t play each other on
a regular basis during those years. Competition resumed in the
1969–70 academic year when SH joined the WCAL. By the end
of that year, the schools had tied in football and split the other
two games. SI kept the Trophy that year as it had been the last
team to win it back in 1967.
Few traditions capture the joy of high school as this rivalry
between SI and SH. If you go to Kezar Stadium, Big Rec Field
or Kezar Pavilion for a Bruce-Mahoney match-up, you will ﬁnd
emotions tuned to a fever-pitch, voices hoarse from shouting and
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athletes primed to play at their peak. You will also ﬁnd something
more — a community of parents, alumni, students and teachers
who are part of something special, something that transcends the
speciﬁc time and place of one game and that connects them to
the ideals of service and tradition that both Bill Bruce and Jerry
Mahoney stood for in their brief lives and that they upheld in
their deaths.

The Age of Athletes

T

he hardships of World War II brought students together
to form some of the closest communities in school history.
To this day, alumni from the 1940s gather to talk about
old times, just as grads from other eras do, but their spirit and
their affection for the school seems stronger, forged from the suffering and prayer that were part of that era.
The 1940s also proved to be a watershed decade for Wildcat sports. The decade that saw the start of the Bruce-Mahoney
Trophy games also saw the inauguration of the John E. Brophy Award along with heated basketball match-ups with Kevin
O’Shea ’43 leading the Wildcats to a celebrated city championship over Lowell and the varsity football team defeating Polytechnic on Thanksgiving Day 1945, 13–7 for the city championship,
led by coach John Golden. His team appeared before a crowd of
30,000 at Kezar Stadium with Poly the favorite, having won the
Northern California Championship the previous year. But an SI
fullback, senior Gordon Machlachlan, helped SI win 13–7 with
two touchdowns, including a 48-yard run to the end zone. The
basketball team recaptured the AAA crown in 1947, led by coach
Phil Woolpert and remarkable play by George Moscone ’47, Cap
Lavin ’48 and All-City Larry Rebholtz ’47. (Cap Lavin, recalls
classmate John Savant, “was a gifted passer who could get the
ball to a teammate under the basket leaving his opponents ﬂatfooted.” Lavin went on to become a legendary coach and teacher
in Marin and helped to start the Bay Area Writing Project at UC
Berkeley.) SI’s outstanding “mermen,” who included Phil Guererro, Jerry Brucca and Jack McGrowan, helped SI’s swimming
team ﬁnish ﬁrst in AAA competition in 1946 through 1948.
“This was war time, and outside of the San Francisco Seals,
there were no professional teams competing,” recalled Grealish,
who was named to the San Francisco Prep Hall of Fame in 1995.
“The sports pages were pretty tough to ﬁll. More often than not,
you’d see banner headlines in the Chronicle reading ‘SI beats Balboa,’ followed by a blow-by-blow description of the game. This
attention, and the fact that we beat Lowell in the ﬁnal seconds
in 1943, lent an artiﬁcial importance to high school sports. We
had a tremendous amount of school spirit. It wasn’t uncommon
to see 800 SI students walking down Stanyan Street to Kezar to
watch a basketball game. We’d ﬁll an entire side of Kezar with
white shirts, and our games would draw capacity crowds of
6,600 fans. I don’t know how else to describe that spirit except
as a big togetherness that we all felt. Maybe it was because the
war was hanging over our heads. Perhaps, because of that spirit,
we experienced a lot of success then.”
The success was also due to some talented coaches. Alex
Schwarz, who served as head varsity football coach from 1942
to 1944, joined the athletic department in September 1940 after
a successful career playing for USF. At one point, he coached

football and basketball for SI — the sports he excelled in while
at Mission High and USF. (Schwarz made the All-Paciﬁc Coast
football team in 1936 and 1937 and served as captain of the ’37
squad.)
While Schwarz was ﬁnishing his degree at USF, coaching frosh
football there and working at the Golden Gate International Exposition on Treasure Island (running the lost and found department), his close friend Fr. Ray Feeley, SJ, told him of job openings
for football coaches in Los Angeles and Denver. “My wife said
she wasn’t about to
leave San Francisco,”
said Schwarz. Then
in 1940, Fr. Feeley
called him again to
tell him of another
job. “This one you
can’t turn down,” he
told me. “It’s at SI.”
The starting monthly
pay: $80.
His ﬁrst year,
Schwarz served as
the football team’s
line coach under Red
Vaccaro, and in his
second year, he took
over the JV team. In
Football players in 1948.
1942, when Vaccaro
became the athletic
director, Schwarz took over the head coach’s job. He coached
standout players, including Bob Mintun, Don Gordon, Val
Molkenbuhr, Charley Helmer, Dan Coleman, Dick Cashman,
Bill and Bob Corbett, Jim Canelo and Jack Burke, who was also
a champion discus thrower. However, though his expertise was
in football, Schwarz gained more fame for coaching basketball
when his 1943 team turned in an undefeated season.
Schwarz’s basketball career began when one coach left to
join the California Highway Patrol mid-season, and Schwarz
stepped in, getting advice from Bob Kleckner at USF. “SI had not
won a single game that season before I took over, and it didn’t
win a game when I ﬁrst started coaching.” Despite the regular
season losses, Schwarz’s team went on to win the Catholic school
tournament at St. Mary’s College that year.
In 1942, Schwarz’s team featured the skillful play of John
LoSchiavo ’42 (later to become president of USF) and came
in second in the league, losing to Poly. “When I came back to
school, I saw the principal, Fr. King, who said, “’Tis well we lost.
The boys were getting too excited.” I responded: “You mean to
tell me that you want your debating teams to come in second?”
Schwarz coached without an on-campus gym. He reserved
the gym at Everett Junior High on 17th and Church Streets for
his basketball team, but with school letting out at 3:15 p.m.,
students would take an hour by bus to get to the gym, leaving them less than an hour for practice. To speed up their trip,
Schwarz bought a 1936 Ford panel truck and put seats in the
back to carry two teams and manager Harry “Dutch” Olivier
’44 (later to become a Jesuit) to the gym, cutting travel time to
15 minutes.

The opportunity arose in 1943 to buy a bus when Student Body President Val Molkenbuhr ’43 convinced his father
and uncle to make a donation to the school. “It was a goodly
amount, but not quite enough for a new bus,” said Schwarz.
He later saw an ad for used Army buses and drove down to San
Luis Obispo to inspect them. There he ran into a mechanic he
knew from the city who told him to buy a certain bus, as it had
a brand-new engine. “I ﬁgured with the sale of the truck and the
donation, I could swing it,” said Schwarz. “I came back and told
Fr. King. He had to
think it over. A few
days later, he told
me that my request
had been denied.
‘You’re spoiling the
kids,’ he told me.
‘No Jesuit school
has a bus, not even
USF.’”
Schwarz’s reﬂection on that decision
was simple. “Those
were
interesting
years.”
Despite the lack
of
sophisticated
transportation, the
1943 team went undefeated. “You have
no idea how exciting that was,” said Schwarz, who was carried,
along with O’Shea, on the shoulders of rooters to the dressing
room. The starting ﬁve that year included Kevin O’Shea, Harvey
Christensen, Jack Scharfen, Jim Beeson and Tom Flaherty.
O’Shea wasn’t the only great athlete to be inﬂuenced by
Schwarz. Jack Grealish ’44, a four-sport student, used to play
baseball and then have Schwarz drive him in his truck to a track
meet, with Grealish changing uniforms in the cab.
Schwarz spotted another great athlete, Joe McNamee ’44,
playing intramural basketball at SI. “I saw him playing hunch at
noontime and asked him to come out for the team. He said he
couldn’t because he had size 14 feet and couldn’t ﬁnd sneakers
big enough to ﬁt him. I called a sporting goods store in the city,
and they told me to try a store in Oakland, which did stock shoes
that size. I drove there, bought the shoes and gave them to Joe.
He joined the team and turned out to be a good player for SI and
USF.” McNamee eventually played professionally for the Rochester Royals in the 1950–51 season.
Schwarz also had high praise for Rene Herrerias ’44, who
in February 1944 against the Lincoln Mustangs, was the ﬁrst
lightweight player ever to score 27 points in a single game. “In
those days, an entire team might score 25 points in one game.”
Herrerias later went on to great fame coaching for SI (and later
UC Berkeley), leading the Wildcats to four AAA championships
(1951 and 1954–56) and two Tournament of Champions victories
in 1954 and 1955.
In 2004, Schwarz was inducted into the San Francisco Prep
Hall of Fame for his talented coaching at SI, Mission and City
College.
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The Pride of SI: Charlie Silvera

F

rank McGloin ’25, who started coaching baseball in 1930
(winning an AAA championship his ﬁrst year), ended his
career as varsity baseball coach in 1942, though he continued to be an avid supporter of SI until his death in 1994. (Each
year since 1995, one junior varsity baseball player receives the
Frank McGloin Award in honor of this great Ignatian.)
McGloin had many superb players, including pitchers John
Collins and Buzz Meagher and ﬁrst baseman Harvey Christensen,
all of whom earned ﬁrst-team all-league honors. (Christensen ’43
also earned all-league honors in basketball. Collins pitched a no-

hitter against Balboa in 1938 and earned the league pitching title.
Meagher started a triple-play as pitcher in 1939.)
But the most celebrated of them all was Charlie Silvera ’42
who went on to become a catcher for the Yankees between 1948
and 1956. As such, he was one of eight Yankees to win ﬁve consecutive World Series and six in all. However, Silvera only played
in one of those games (in 1949) as he was backup to Yogi Berra,
one of the Yankee’s greatest players. Still, he served his team with
distinction, mainly helping to warm up pitchers in the bullpen.
He roomed with Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggio, and he traveled on Billy Martin’s staff from job to job during that manager’s
volatile career.
Silvera began playing baseball at Mission Dolores School,
and he nearly went to Sacred Heart. “But Bob Dunnigan, who
lived down the street, talked to my mother and made sure I went
to SI to play for Frank McGloin, who was a great coach. He had
a wonderful temperament and was great with kids.”
At SI, Silvera played on the varsity team in each of his four
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years, spending most of the time as catcher. After graduation, he
signed with the Yankees, and along with Jerry Coleman and Bob
Cherry — Lowell seniors also signed by the Yankees — he took a
train on June 20 to Wellsville, NY, to play on the PONY League
there in a Yankee farm club for one season.
In 1943, he entered the service and played baseball for three
years at McClellan Field in Sacramento on the same team as Joe
DiMaggio before being transferred to Hawaii, where he continued to play ball with the 7th Air Force.
After the war, he spent several years on farm teams before seeing
major league action for the Yankees for the last four games of 1948
to replace an injured catcher. He stayed with the Yankees while they
won seven Pennants and six World Series — ﬁve of them in his ﬁrst
ﬁve years with the team, from 1949–1953, a feat yet to be repeated.
(After his ﬁfth World Series ring, he and some of the others asked for
silver cigarette cases.)
His teammates called him “Swede,” a nickname given him by
John Swanson, the owner of the Mission Bowl. Swanson didn’t
care that Silvera was Portugese-Irish, only that he had blond,
wavy hair. “Everyone playing ball in the Mission District had a
nickname, and that name stuck with me.”
Silvera didn’t mind warming the bench watching Yogi Berra
play. “After awhile, I tried to hide so they wouldn’t discover me.
I had sat on the bench so long, I was afraid my tools had grown
rusty.” During double-headers, Berra played the ﬁrst game, and
Silvera would step in for the nightcap. In 1957, the Yankees sold
Silvera to the Cubs, and a badly sprained ankle on Memorial Day
that year ended his career.
He spent the next several years managing farm teams for the
Yankees and the Pirates and then scouted for the Washington Senators until 1968. Billy Martin then asked him to join his team of
coaches, and he followed him to Minnesota, Texas and Detroit.
“He kept getting ﬁred, and I’d be ﬁred along with him. After 1975,
I told him I didn’t want to be ﬁred anymore.” With that, Silvera
returned to scouting and has worked for the Yankees, Brewers, A’s,
Marlins, Reds and Cubs.
In 2003 he celebrated the 50-year anniversary of the Yankees’ ﬁve-straight World Series victories and his 62nd year in
baseball. If you go to a Giants’ game, you can still see him in the
seats scouting for talent.
“I always felt that I was born in the greatest city in the world,
lived in the greatest district in that city and played for the best
team ever in baseball with the greatest catcher who ever lived.
And I had an excellent education at SI. I succeeded because of the
discipline that started at home and then continued at SI and in
the service. That discipline really helped me with the Yankees. We
all felt that there are major league ballplayers and then there are
Yankees. We felt the same camaraderie on that team as I still feel
for my SI classmates — guys like Fr. John LoSchiavo, SJ, and Bill
McDonnell.”
At his 50-year reunion, Charlie Silvera made this comment
about his years at SI: “Great classmates, great school, great teachers and great baseball coach.”
(At his class’s 63rd reunion in 2005, Silvera presented Fr. Sauer
with his SI block for the school archives.)
Silvera wasn’t the only major-leaguer to attend SI. Jimmy
Mangan ’47 played with the Pirates in 1952 and 1954 and with
the New York Giants in 1956. Don Bosch ’65 played with the

Pirates in 1966, the Mets in 1967 and 1968 and the Expos in
1969. And Allan Gallagher, who played third base for the Giants
from 1970–1973, and who ﬁnished his career with the Angels,
attended SI for part of his high school years before he went on to
Mission High School where he became AAA Player of the Year.
He returned to the Jesuit fold when he enrolled at SCU.

An Original ’49er

E

ddie Forrest ’39, who died in 2001 a month shy of his
80th birthday, was one of the original members of the San
Francisco ’49ers. Forrest graduated from Presidio Middle
School before coming to SI, where he excelled in basketball
and football. At 5-feet, 11-inches and 215 pounds, he wasn’t
the biggest linebacker SI had ever seen, but he was effective.
He made the All-City team during his last three years with the
Wildcats, playing for George Malley, and was chosen to play in
the high school version of the East-West game, which pitted the
best East Bay high school athletes against their San Francisco
and Peninsula counterparts. He went on to SCU where he played
offensive guard and linebacker for Coach Buck Shaw. He later
enlisted during World War II and served as a paratrooper in
Europe. In 1944, the Green Bay Packers drafted him, but because
he was in the service, the draft wasn’t binding. “I was away from
home so much, I didn’t want to go to Wisconsin to play,” he said
in a 1992 Genesis interview. Then Buck Shaw, who served as the
ﬁrst ’49ers’ coach, signed him while he was still in Germany. Two
years later, when the Niners played their ﬁrst game, Forrest was
in uniform, playing center, guard and linebacker for two seasons
in the All-America Football Conference. He then returned to
SCU where he coached with Len Casanova until 1951 following
the Broncos’ victory over Kentucky in the Orange Bowl.
“I can remember when he used to practice with his team at
the Polo Fields,” said classmate Bob Lagomarsino. “The ’49ers
were 33 strong in those days. Eddie was a real rugged guy, but he
weighed less than 220 pounds. In those days, you didn’t have to
be a behemoth to play football.”
A member of the San Francisco Prep Hall of Fame and SCU’s
Athletic Hall of Fame, Forrest always spoke fondly of his days
as a ’49er. “Most of us were from the Bay Area, and we all knew
each other before the ’49ers,” he said in a 1996 interview in the
San Francisco Chronicle. “So we were a very, very close team.
Since there were no other major-league pro teams here then, we
were sort of quasi- or semi-celebrities. People knew us. Anybody
in the Bay Area interested in sports knew about the ’49ers in
those days. From the beginning, we got good crowds. We all
lived in Parkmerced. The wives knew each other and socialized
together. It was a very happy existence.”
Later, Forrest was active as a volunteer with the NFL Alumni
Association, and he built a successful career as a savings and loan
executive, retiring in the 1990s to spend time with his family.
“He couldn’t make too many of our annual reunions because
of his bad knees,” said Lagomarsino. “But he did come to the 40year and 50-year reunions. He led the class in singing the ﬁght
song. He was one of the most popular guys in the class.”
SI had several other athletes play pro football, including Dan
Fouts ’69, who made the NFL Hall of Fame as quarterback for
the San Diego Chargers. Look for more on him in Chapter 10.

Kevin O’Shea ’43

E

veryone who went to SI in the 1940s knows the name
Kevin O’Shea. The great basketball player, who died in
2003, made the All-City Team in his junior and senior
years, helped SI earn a number-one ranking in California and
led SI to a 1-point victory over Lowell for the AAA title in his
senior year.
His classmate Val Molkenbuhr, student body president
then, was part of the sold-out crowd that night at Kezar.
When O’Shea sank the winning basket in the last second,
Molkenbuhr rushed to the locker room and took a shower
with the team. “My tears flowed like the shower water,” he
said.
Looking at the headlines from the Chronicle and Examiner
in those days, you would think O’Shea was the only player
on the team. “Wildcats Plus O’Shea Bubble Past Bewildered
Bears 36–9,” “O’Shea Does It—Ignatians Win!” and “O’Shea
Shines in Wildcat Triumph,” read a few of the headlines from
the 1942–43 season.
For the game against Lowell, sports writer Bob Brachman
proclaimed that “Irish Kevin O’Shea is one of the great
athletes to enter San Francisco High School portals. The
brilliant SI cager proved this last night before 5,000 fans in
Kezar Pavilion when, with 10 seconds remaining, he stole the
ball from a pileup, dribbled 50 feet through a host of Lowell
Indians and tanked a field goal that gave the Ignatians a 2322 triumph. When the gun sounded signaling the Wildcats’
fourth straight victory and the first defeat for Lowell, St.
Ignatius rooters lifted coach Alex Schwarz to their shoulders,
hoisted O’Shea with him, and triumphantly paraded them to
the dressing quarters.” That win gave SI its first city crown
in 16 years.
After leaving SI, O’Shea went to Notre Dame briefly,
and then left to serve in the Coast Guard during the war. He
Opposite page: Charlie Silvera played catcher for the Yankees and
won six World Series with the team. Above: Kevin O’Shea (center,
with ball) sank the winning basket in the last second to beat Lowell
for the city championship in 1943.
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returned to Notre Dame in 1948 where he played
until 1950, earning All-American honors in each of
his three years there.
In an obituary published by the San Francisco
Chronicle, former USF player and coach Ross
Guidice called O’Shea a “great defensive ballplayer
[who was] really quick. And he had an unusual
shot — he kind of just spun the ball up there.”
After Notre Dame, O’Shea played three
years in the NBA for the Minneapolis Lakers,
the Milwaukee Hawks and the Baltimore Bullets.
Despite being only 6-feet, 1-inch, he was able to
score against taller players from inside the key
according to John “Joe” McNamee ’44, who played
with O’Shea on the Bullets. (McNamee also played
for the Rochester Royals in the 1950–51 season.)
In his Chronicle obituary, O'Shea's son Brian
’69 said his father's proudest moment “was the
night when he and four other Baltimore Bullets,
including Bay Area legend Don Barksdale, played
an entire game [which they won] without a substitute, the
first and only time that has happened in the NBA.”
After leaving basketball in 1953, he entered the insurance
business. He made a brief return to basketball in the early
1960s when he became general manager of the short-lived
San Francisco Saints in the American Basketball League and
coached Examiner basketball camps.
In 1966, he made a foray into politics when Mayor John
F. Shelley appointed him to the Board of Supervisors. He
lost in his 1968 election bid after initially being declared the
winner. “He was too nice a guy to be good in politics,” said
McNamee in the Chronicle story.
His wife, Jeanne O’Shea, said that her husband was
“always proud of his association with St. Ignatius High
School and St. Ignatius College Prep. One of his favorite
stories is that he learned how to study at SI, although his
grades did not always indicate that. He liked to say that the
basic foundation he received at SI prepared him for Notre
Dame and the business world.” O’Shea and his wife had five
children — Mary Anne, Brian ’69, Timothy ’71, Kevin ’76
and Catherine Franceschi.
In addition to O’Shea and McNamee, two other Wildcats
played professional basketball. Fred LaCour ’56, who played
with the St. Louis Hawks from 1960–62 and the Warriors
the following year, tied an AAA record in his junior year
at SI against Galileo, scoring 29 points. Also, Bob Portman
’65, a first-round draft pick from Creighton, played with the
Warriors between 1969 and 1973. (More on these two players
later in the book.)

The John Brophy Award

W

hen Kevin O’Shea was leading his team to the city
championship, he was doing it, in part, for classmate
John Brophy ’43, who died that February. As a freshman, Brophy developed a serious illness, and doctors had to amputate his leg. He regained his health and took part in the Sodality, Sanctuary Society, debate team and CSF. He also served as a
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student body ofﬁcer, a writer for The Red and Blue and manager
of the swim team, earning membership into the Block Club.
Brophy suffered a relapse in November of his senior year, and
the basketball team dedicated its season to him. He died on February 10, 1943. At the end of the year, the Block Club, spurred on by
its president, Don Gordon ’43, created the John E. Brophy Award
to honor this exemplar of Ignatian values. Harvey Christensen ’43
was the ﬁrst recipient, chosen because he modeled Brophy’s “loyalty, integrity and unselﬁsh dedication.” Christensen made a name
for himself as “the greatest natural athlete in the circuit, and without a peer in his position,” according to one Chronicle reporter.
“He looks like an edition of Paul Waner. Bats .536. Can play any
position in the ﬁeld. A heady ﬁelder. A born leader.” Christensen
also made a name for himself as a star basketball player and swimmer, and earned All-City honors in all three sports. After high
school he played for the St. Louis Brown’s minor league team from
1949–51 before serving as a baseball coach at USF and Lincoln,
where he eventually became principal. The San Francisco Prep
Hall of Fame inducted him in 1993.

Other Sports

T

rack, swimming, tennis and boxing rounded out the sports
program at SI in the 1940s, with golf resurrecting in 1949.
Frank Zanazzi, a “curly-haired, Scotch-burred” track
coach, came to SI in 1946 after serving as a U.S. Olympics trainer.
In his ﬁrst year, he led SI to a divisional championship but fell just
short of taking the AAA title.

A Tangled Tale of Publications

D

espite the war, despite the athletic milestones, high school
life continued in the 1940s to be ﬁlled with the day-to-day
events that never seem to change from decade to decade.
These events were recorded in The Red and Blue until June 1, 1948,
when the newspaper printed its last copy. According to Warren
White ’39, the moderator of the ﬁrst Inside SI, The Red and Blue
did not return “partly because it was expensive, and partly because
its news was quite old by the time it was published.”

The school also had a new publication that was gaining favor:
The Ignatian (not to be confused with the yearbook of the same
name). In 1945, the school published a 36-page literary magazine
containing “a student-composed Greek oration, ten types of
literary expression, [and] a number of ﬁne-line illustrations.”11 In
1947, the literary magazine became a news magazine, and ran on
a quarterly basis until 1950. This publication modeled its design
on Time magazine; sadly, there was “an uncertain period spent
reconnoitering with Time about copyrights” in 1947, according to
the annual, and it changed its look to avoid legal action.
Another publication, the school yearbook, resurfaced a year
later, also calling itself the Ignatian. (The school abandoned the
name The Heights, which it had called its yearbook from 1928 to
1932.)
Replacing The Red and Blue was a one-page mimeographed
sheet that called itself Inside SI, published weekly by the English
students of Warren White ’39 beginning in 1949 “as a practical
task for his Journalism class… reviewing the past week and previewing the week to come,” with Bob Amsler ’49 as the ﬁrst editor.
White, who taught at SI between 1948 and 1955, volunteered
to start the newspaper “so I wouldn’t have to supervise JUG,”
he said in a 2003 interview. The magazine was able to succeed
where The Red and Blue failed. It published quickly because, as
an in-house publication, it did not require review by a professed
Jesuit priest. “The concern was that The Red and Blue went off
campus to other schools in an exchange program and its contents needed to be vetted to insure that they reﬂected properly the
AMDG mission of both SI and of the Order itself,” said White.
“Fr. Harrington had the misfortune of having the censor duties
added to his already considerable responsibilities, and he probably gave them a low priority. In any case, a Red and Blue edition
might wait several weeks before it cleared to go to print by which
time any claim to currency had vaporized.”
The in-house nature of the publication gave it its name as did
the sly reference to the then very popular John Gunther books
(Inside USA, Inside Europe and Inside Latin America). “By using
the ‘Inside’ title gimmick, the students and I did an end run. If our
logic was Jesuitical, well, we had been well taught. Fr. Harrington
was, I think, relieved to be rid of the responsibility.”
White kept expenses down by mimeographing the publication
and producing it in an after-school journalism class. “Students
had fun doing it,” White added. “They were delighted to
have something current to read on Monday mornings.” The
publication expanded into a four-page magazine in 1950 (“Rag
to be Revamped” read the headline of the last one-pager) and
continued to grow over the years.
Finally, The Quill appeared in 1951 as a literary magazine
publishing short stories and poetry. It published until 1954,
and then appeared again in 1992 as the school’s ofﬁcial literary
magazine.
Currently, students receive Inside SI in newspaper form, and
The Quill and Ignatian yearbook, which appear annually. SI
publishes the Principal’s Newsletter online three times a year as
well as the quarterly Genesis, the alumni magazine that started
publication in November 1964. (A previous alumni publication,
the Ignatian Bulletin, was published from 1956 until 1967 when
Genesis took its place.)

Uncle Frank

F

rancis “Uncle Frank” Corwin, one of the best loved
teachers in the school’s history, began his 44-year teaching
career in September 1947. A veteran of World War II,
where he served as an MP, Corwin brought to his history classes
stories and a demeanor that would frighten, amuse and entrance
students (sometimes all at once) until his retirement in 1991. His
students knew the truth of a joke told by Bob Sarlatte ’68: “Frank
Corwin doesn’t teach history. He remembers it.”
When students recall Corwin, they think about his years
serving as detention proctor. Students who received JUG went
on a white-knuckle roller-coaster ride of master-sergeant-style
badgering and mock abuse.
It went something like this: “Mistah! Sit up straight and let’s
see the whites of your knuckles! I could shine my shoes between
your butt and the back of your chair!”
After leaving the army, Corwin went to Utah to teach. There
the chain-smoking teacher found the strict Mormon standards
a little too tough to take. Teachers weren’t allowed to smoke in
public, and twice
he was caught
and reported to
his
principal,
who warned him
that if he smoked
in public a third
time, he would
be
ﬁred
for
moral turpitude.
“That’s what
they charge pimps
and prostitutes
with,”
Frank
said in a Genesis
III
interview.12
“I told myself
there were still
47 other states,
so I gave notice.”
He landed a job
at SI and started
teaching in the
fall of 1947. On
his ﬁrst day, he
walked into the
teachers’ room and into a thick cloud of cigarette smoke. “In those
days, everyone smoked at SI, including the Jesuits. The smoke was so
thick, you could cut it with a knife.”
Then he listened to the conversations of the teachers and
panicked. He asked himself, “What am I doing here? These
teachers are brilliant. I told myself to keep my mouth shut so they
wouldn’t know how little I knew. From then on, I’ve always felt
privileged to work at SI because we have an excellent faculty.”
Opposite page: Students enjoy an edition of the Red & Blue. Above:
Frank Corwin in 1959. Known as “Uncle Frank” to students and colleagues, he loved to tell stories of his years working as an MP in
North Africa during World War II.
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Corwin
began
proctoring detention in
the early 1950s when
Fr. Tichenor asked
him to take on the
job. Corwin was used
to East Coast private
school boys “who
were little gentlemen.
At SI, the boys were
live wires, always into
mischief and pranks.
I could see that they
were ready to explode.
So when I walked into
the detention room, I
had every kid freeze in
an upright position in
his seat with his butt
touching the back of
his chair, hands folded on the lip of his desk, the whites of his
knuckles showing, his shoulders back, feet planted together and
staring at a mark I’d made on the blackboard. I’d tell them not to
move their eyes from that mark for one hour.”
The veteran soldier had his fun with his charges. He’d heap
verbal abuse onto his students, but it wouldn’t take the students
long to realize that behind the bellicose voice lay a heart of gold
and a gentle spirit.
Corwin’s punishments grew creative over the years. Leo
LaRocca ’53, one-time athletic director at SI, remembers Corwin
ordering him to go to the ROTC armory, check out an unloaded
riﬂe, and walk back and forth in front of the treasurer’s ofﬁce
“guarding it” for one hour.
Another time, Corwin dealt with three boys who were repeat
offenders. He used an old Army trick to punish them. He told the
boys to dig a hole ﬁve feet wide, ﬁve feet long and ﬁve feet deep.
When they were done, he had the boys turn around. He took out
a small piece of paper from his pocket, threw it in the hole, and
told the boys to ﬁll the hole up again. When they were done, he
asked them what was in the hole. One boy had seen Frank throw
the paper into the hole. He got to leave. The other two had to dig
the same hole and ﬁnd the paper.
Principals throughout the years would take visitors to the
detention room to show off Corwin’s crisp discipline, and parents
praised him for the tight control he maintained. “They’d tell me
to give their sons the back of my hand if they failed to do their
homework,” he noted.
Corwin, along with nearly all the faculty in the ’40s and
’50s, believed in the efﬁcacy of corporal punishment. “If a student
missed two homework assignments, he felt the back of my hand,”
Corwin said. “He always had his homework the next day. And
between Fr. Ray Pallas, SJ, and Fr. Leo Marine, SJ, every locker
on the third ﬂoor of the old school was dented from bodies they
Above: The SI faculty honored Frank Corwin on his retirement by
wearing dunce caps. Many of these men, when they were students
at SI, served detention under Uncle Frank. Opposite page: George
Moscone (ﬁfth from left) at a 1950s alumni basketball game.
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sent ﬂying through the
air.”
Corwin stopped
rapping
the
boys
in the early ’60s.
“Other teachers still
practiced
corporal
punishment, but I was
afraid I might injure
someone. I substituted
it with screaming and
shouting.”
In class, Corwin
peppered his lectures
with stories of Cairo
and the war. Those
stories brought to life
the textbook accounts
that students read.
He also knew how to
capture the imagination of a 15-year-old boy. While teaching a
rigorous course of history, which he developed for the archdiocese
(the infamous syllabus), he told stories of corpses three-days dead
in the desert, of men dying from drinking too much liquor too
quickly, and, of course, of Major Lake and his mistress, Sasha.
Corwin soon found that he was the subject of faculty stories.
It had as much to do with the love the faculty felt for this grizzlybear of a man as much as it had to do with the situations in which
Frank found himself.
For instance, during one ﬁre alarm drill at the Sunset District
campus, Frank directed his students to leave the school and then
saw that Fr. Gene Growney, SJ ’60, had elected to stay behind
because one of his students had a full-length leg cast and could
neither walk downstairs nor take the elevator during the drill.
Frank and Gene decided to have a smoke in the bathroom while
waiting for the drill to end.
“We were talking and didn’t hear anyone coming. The next
thing we knew, we saw Br. Draper, the ﬁre chief, the battalion
chief and his assistant. Boy, were they annoyed. Gene and I were
ofﬁcially cited by the ﬁre department. Two days later, during the
faculty dinner, the faculty gave Gene and me ﬁre hats.”
The faculty ribbed Frank about that for years. And they
didn’t let him forget about the time that he woke up, showered
and dressed, said goodbye to his wife and left for school. He got
to the Stanyan Street campus, found no one there and thought
that the entire school was at church for a religious holiday. He
raced to St. Ignatius Church and found no one there. He walked
back to school and saw a maintenance man. “He asked me what
I was doing in school on a Saturday. If I could have physically
done so, I would have kicked myself in the butt. When I returned
home, my wife was laughing so hard, I thought she’d fall down.
I didn’t speak to her for two days. And of course it got back to
school. Nothing stays a secret.”
Frank, who eventually moved to Marin, car-pooled with
several other teachers. One day they played a practical joke on
Frank. They arranged with Fr. Bill Keenan, SJ ’36, the school
treasurer, to put a note in Frank’s pay envelope indicating that
because the school was short on cash, several teachers couldn’t

be paid for several months.
In the car on the ride back to Marin, each of the teachers
pulled out his paycheck and announced that more money had
been withheld than they had expected. They watched as Frank
took the bait. He reached into his coat pocket and pulled out his
pay envelope. He opened it, took one look, and shouted, “Turn
this car around!” They were driving on the Golden Gate Bridge
at the time. Frank knew he couldn’t face his wife without having
been paid in full.
In 1987, SI named Frank Corwin as the recipient of the
President’s Award, the highest honor the school bestows upon a
person who has not attended SI. That citation reads, in part, that
“as the years passed, students and alumni came to realize Frank’s
goodness, innate charity and deep humility. It is there that the
wizard whose bombast was only an instructional tool was seen
to be the teacher par excellence, for he showed the scarecrow,
the lion and the tin man that the treasure they had been seeking
actually had always been deep within them and needed only to be
recognized by the one who cared to be self-appropriated. And so
the tin man ﬁnds his heart, the lion his courage and the scarecrow
his brain, thanks to Frank’s tutelage.”
When he retired in May 1991, the faculty held a surprise
going-away party for Frank and for two of his longtime colleagues
who were also retiring — Joe Parker and Anny Medina — SI’s
ﬁrst full-time female faculty member. Three judges, the Hon.
Timothy Reardon ’59, the Hon. William Mallen ’54, the Hon.
Robert Dossee ’52, all former students of Corwin, came to honor
this veteran teacher, as did J.B. Murphy, who had retired in 1989
after 50 years at SI. Members of the faculty and the judges all
wore dunce caps as they sat in on Uncle Frank’s last detention
period.
At the party, Judge Mallen recalled his senior year history
class with Corwin. “He had one of the greatest scams going. By
the time I got to my senior year, I thought I was ready for a break.
But Mr. Corwin, on the ﬁrst day of class, announced that anyone
who caught him in a mistake would receive an automatic A for
the semester and an exemption on the semester exam.
“From that point on, I sat glued to my chair listening to his
every word. Two-thirds through the year in one of his lectures,
he referred to Abraham Lincoln who ‘served as a colonel’ during
some battle. I raised my hand. ‘Mr. Corwin,’ I asked. ‘Do you
remember the promise you made at the beginning of the year?’
He said he did. ‘Abraham Lincoln was a captain, not a colonel
during that battle.’
“Mr. Corwin looked in his text and announced, ‘You’re
absolutely correct!’ He took out his grade book, marked an A in it
under my name, and announced that I was exempt from the exam.
From that point on, I didn’t hear another word of history in that
class.”
Fr. John Murphy, SJ ’59, an extraordinary English teacher at
SI at the time of Corwin’s retirement, told the story of being in
Uncle Frank’s class during the 1956-57 paper drive. The winning
class, he noted, won the title of the “Loyalty Class.” “Mr. Corwin
gave threats, appeals and humiliations as motivation to be that
class. For instance, he assigned a long term paper that could be
waived by meeting our individual quota. We were determined
to be the Loyalty Class. To do this, we hired a truck and one
of the parents drove. And from early in the morning until late

in the afternoon on a fall Saturday, the 30 of us canvassed the
Richmond District. We went systematically from Arguello to the
beach using Clement as our axis and fanning out and bringing
the papers back to the truck by hand and with wagons. The truck
got full. In fact, our one class had collected more newspapers
than the rest of the school together.
“Well, such a great event could only be capped by an
unauthorized, unexpected visit to Mr. Corwin’s home. So late
Saturday afternoon, sweaty and smudged, we rang the doorbell.
When Mrs. Corwin saw us, she called to Frank who came out
with some alarm on his face. We presented him with a truckful
of paper. Realizing there was no danger to his person or family
from us, he assumed his habitual role as omniscient, rotund
professor and said, ‘Gentlemen, in the history of my years at St.
Ignatius, this is an historic event. All records have been shattered.
You have done yourselves proud. I am sure the principal and
administration will be stunned by such a performance. Thank
you gentlemen. I will see you Monday morning.’”
In a Genesis IV interview, Frank insisted that his greatest
honor was not the recognition he received from San Francisco
Mayor Art Agnos a week before his retirement, when he received
an honorary proclamation from the City of San Francisco, but
the fact that he taught at SI. “I’m very trite,” he said. “I’ve known
I’ve been blessed to have the opportunity to teach at this kind of
school. I’ve taught in public schools where no one seemed to care
about anything. Here, there’s plenty of care, concern, and most
importantly, love.”

George Moscone & Leo McCarthy

T

wo of SI’s best known politicians graduated in the 1940s
— George Moscone ’47 and Leo McCarthy ’48.
George Moscone’s senior yearbook caption
included the following: “A devotee to athletics and ROTC, he
was mentioned on several All-City basketball selections, having
played on various school teams since his freshman year. He won
the ﬁrst year elocution contest and was a three-year baseballer. The
‘Bambino’ will attend St. Mary’s with Herman Wedemeyer.”
Born to working-class parents November 24, 1929, Moscone
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went on to SI where he excelled at basketball, earning all-city
honors and an athletic scholarship to college. He played for Phil
Woolpert, and, along with Cap Lavin, helped the team earn its
second AAA championship. He was also a good speaker, as his
victory in the Frosh Elocution Contest indicated.
After graduating from college and Hastings Law School, he
married Gina Bodanza, his childhood sweetheart, and they had
four children. (Two of those children, Chris Moscone ’80 and
Jonathan Moscone ’82, were in class at SI the day their father
died. His granddaughter, Zea Moscone, is a member of SI’s class
of 2008.)
He became involved in San Francisco politics through John
and Phillip Burton and won elections for supervisor, state senator
and San Francisco Mayor. A champion for civil rights and the
interests of the poor and working class, Moscone was a popular
mayor. On November 27, 1978, he and Supervisor Harvey Milk
were gunned down by former Supervisor Dan White. That night,
40,000 people marched in a candlelight vigil to honor Moscone

and Milk. (More on this in Chapter XI.)
Leo McCarthy was born in Auckland, New Zealand, and
immigrated with his parents to California when he was 3 years
old. At SI he made the track team and competed in shot put. He
later earned a Bachelor’s degree in history from USF in 1955. He
married Jacqueline Burke, and they have four children, two of
whom attended SI — Adam ’83 and Niall ’85. (Leo’s grandchildren
Courtney Allen ’97 and Kevin Allen ’00 also attended SI.)
In 1964, he was elected to the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors (along with Moscone) and later served as California
Assembly Speaker for six years in the 1970s followed by a 12year stint as Lieutenant Governor. In his many years of public
service, he is credited for his efforts in education, health and the
environment. (He also made a point of driving to his San Francisco
home every day from Sacramento to be with his family.) He is a
longtime SI supporter who attends many of the school’s events
and was a featured speaker at a Downtown Business Lunch in the
1990s.

IX. Success & Discontent (1950–1959)
Academics: The Separation of the Schools

F

r. Edward B. Rooney, SJ, the Jesuit Education Association
director who inspected SI in 1938, made a return inspection in 1950. His report praised SI as “unquestionably one
of the outstanding Jesuit high schools in the United States …
for many years now, it has been building up a ﬁne reputation in
the local community and it continues to merit and to enjoy this
reputation.”1 Rooney was pleased that the school was willing to
dismiss students whose grades did not measure up, but criticized
the tendency of students to choose secular colleges, such as UC
Berkeley, over religious universities. He also found disturbing the
shaky ﬁnancial ground upon which the high school stood. He
cited the “substantial deﬁcits,” and pointed out that USF, which
in past years had been supported by the high school, was not, in
turn, SI’s benefactor. (USF in the 1950s was enjoying tremendous
success thanks to the GI Bill and veterans returning to their studies.)
Rooney recommended that the school adopt and follow annual budgets and raise tuition. He warned that if USF and SI were
ever to separate, the high school would be in ﬁnancial straits. The
following summer, SI Treasurer Edward Zeman, SJ, informed parents that the school would raise tuition to $135 per year.
The school also began taking seriously the notion of separation from USF, something that had been initially discussed at
the turn of the century. As USF’s and SI’s missions became more
speciﬁcally focused, this split seemed a natural thing. In fact, the
two other province schools that had started as combination college-high schools — Loyola and Santa Clara — both had broken off their preparatory divisions years previous, Bellarmine in
1925 and Loyola High School in 1929. The reasons for those
separations were (as Gerald McKevitt, SJ, wrote about the split
between Bellarmine and SCU) “as numerous as they were obvious.” In his history of SCU, McKevitt noted that “as late as 1915
there were 350 colleges and universities in the United States that
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still retained ‘prep’ schools, but such arrangements were becoming increasingly anachronistic.” After Santa Clara adopted the
title of “university,” the school’s faculty resented “the intolerable
anomaly of a university frequented by boys in knickerbockers.”
While that tension was lessened in San Francisco by the minor
geographic separation between USF and SI, faculty and administrators at both schools saw the handwriting on the wall.2
As early as 1950, the SI and USF Jesuits were seriously looking at sites for the relocation of the high school. A memorandum
dated November 13, 1950, noted two parcels: a 12-acre Laurel Hill site (now the Laurel Village Shopping Center), costing
$450,000, and the 2-acre Masonic Avenue car-barn property,
costing $75,000 on which the school considered building a gymnasium and playﬁeld. This second site would allow the SI Jesuits
to separate from the USF community “by the erection of a faculty
building on the present High School site.”3
In 1955, the Jesuits of both schools, who were still living as
one community in Welch Hall, took the ﬁrst step toward canonical separation when they received a letter dated August 21, 1955,
“to Jesuit superiors from Fr. Vincent McCormick, SJ, American
Assistant to Fr. General John B. Janssens, in which he conveyed
the latter’s decision that the two communities should eventually
be so separated.”4
SI learned in 1957 of an 11-acre parcel in the Sunset District
on which the San Francisco Uniﬁed School District had planned
to build a high school. When the district abandoned its plans, the
Jesuits at SI expressed interest in the rolling sand dunes between
37th and 38th Avenues and Pacheco and Riviera Streets. USF
President John F.X. Connolly, SJ, approached Mayor George
Christopher for help securing the property for SI. On August 11,
1958, Mayor Christopher wrote to Joseph A. Moore, president
of the SFUSD Board of Education, encouraging the sale of the
“surplus land” to SI and adding that “to this moment, no use has
been found for this site.” He also warned that San Francisco was
in danger of losing SI to another city “unless we are able to coop-

erate with the University of San Francisco
in securing a new location for this time honored school.” If that
were to happen, he
added, “the burden of
taking care of its student body may fall on
the shoulders of San
Francisco taxpayers.”5
While SI would
not purchase that
land until 1964 (at a
price of $2 million),
the stage had been set
for the school’s move
to its sixth site. In the
meantime, USF and SI
prepared for the eventual move by formally
separating on July 1,
1959, as distinct corporations and Jesuit communities after receiving permission from the Father General, thus ending a 104year relationship between high school and college. Fr. Patrick
J. Carroll, SJ ’31, became president of St. Ignatius High School
and rector of the 40-member SI Jesuit community. (The dual
role of rector-president continued until 1985 when the duties
were separated and Fr. Raymond Allender, SJ ’62, assumed the
rector’s duties from SI President Anthony P. Sauer, SJ.) Fr. Carroll, who had taught at SI from 1938 to 1941, served as assistant to the provincial prior to this appointment.6
Not every Jesuit was happy to see the two schools part ways.
Br. Daniel Peterson, SJ, librarian at SI between 1975 and 2000
and later province archivist, was a student at USF in 1959 during the separation. He recalls his teacher, Fr. Ray Feely, SJ, coming into the classroom, shaking his head and complaining. “They
took our preparatory department away from us,” he told the
class. “He was in a foul mood all day. He thought it was a terrible decision, but I suspect his was a minority opinion.”

3 Greats: Fr. Spohn, Warren White & Fr. Becker

Fr. Richard Spohn, SJ

F

ew teachers at SI have made an impression as indelible as
the one that Fr. Richard Spohn, SJ ’31, made on the 5,000
students he taught between 1947 and 1979. An exacting
teacher, he knew what he would be teaching on any given day
during the year, and he had a cabinet ﬁlled with home-made demonstrations to make concrete the abstract notions of physics. He
set off rockets, shot a miniature cannon and recreated famous experiments, inspiring many students to choose careers in science.
Bob Hunter ’48, who was a student for Spohn’s second year
at SI, noted that “it was tough enough taking both Latin and
Greek, so no one wanted to take physics. But he was a great,
great teacher who not only knew his physics well, but could teach
it well. After we found out how good he was, we ﬁlled each of

his classes.” Hunter
also marveled at how
Spohn
“managed
to acquire enough
thermodynamic, mechanical and electric
equipment to make
physics real for us.”
Bing Quock ’72,
head of the Morrison
Planetarium, noted
that “as far as his
demonstrations were
concerned, he was
the equivalent of Mr.
Wizard. He had a little jet-propelled rocket he would shoot
on a wire across the
classroom to show
action-reaction. He
could actually show
you scientiﬁc principles in operation so you could see physical
phenomena — the laws of gravity and convection, for instance.
You didn’t have to learn about them through a book only. You
could see them right before your eyes.”
Quock remembered Fr. Spohn as a disciplined taskmaster,
“but that strictness proved to be as valuable as the physics we
learned. He even made sure we put our lab chairs back under the
table a certain way. That helped me to be a critical thinker, to
approach my work on a meticulous level almost to the point of
fussiness. But that’s necessary in science.”
Laurence Yep ’66 wrote about Fr. Spohn in his memoir The
Lost Garden. “I took physics from a priest who over the years
had reﬁned his science demonstrations down to the smallest detail; and they were presented with all the ﬂair and precision of
a Broadway show. His example of air pressure was especially
memorable because he would place a marshmallow into a bell
jar. Slowly he would pump out the air, and the marshmallow,
with less and less air pressing at its sides to help it hold its shape,
would slowly begin to swell and expand. By the time most of the
air had been taken out from the bell jar, the marshmallow looked
as large as a rat. Then he would let in some air; and even that
slight amount of air pressure was enough to make the marshmallow collapse into a gooey mess…. However like the good showman he was, he always saved the best for the climax, ending the
ﬁnal class with a bang. During the last day of instruction, he
would set off a miniature replica of the atom bomb. There would
be a bang and a ﬂash of light and then a pillar of white dust
would shoot up toward the ceiling where it spread out into the
familiar mushroom shape.”
Fr. Spohn’s reputation for punctuality made him a legendary
ﬁgure among this students and colleagues. Fr. Raymond Allender, SJ ’62, recalled that “on the last day of school in the 1970s,
Above: Fr. Richard Spohn, SJ, in 1955. He built all of his demonstration materials himself and was famous for the meticulous planning
of his lectures.
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for instance, the dean of men would call Dick’s classroom a few
seconds before the ﬁnal bell rang, just as he was ﬁnishing the last
sentence of his last lecture. He’d ask, “Dick, have you completed
your material?’ and Dick would answer, ‘Yes, Brother, you may
now ring the bell.’” He would then shut his notebook and proclaim, “And gentlemen, that is physics.” In 1976, his venerable
schedule was thrown off for the ﬁrst time when Fr. McCurdy
made a surprise announcement declaring that the last day of class
would be a holiday.
Tom Kennedy ’63 recalled that Fr. Spohn “knew that he was
going to be absent for a particular class, so he put that day’s lecture on a tape recorder so the class would not miss a thing. The
class was intently listening and taking notes, and
about 20 minutes into this
taped lecture, Fr. Spohn’s
voice boomed out, “Shut
up, Brandi!” As you might
have guessed, Tom Brandi
was talking at this exact
moment. Needless to say,
both he and the class remained quiet for the rest of
the period.”
“Dick gave such
credibility to the science
department and the profession of teaching because he was such a thorough professional,” added
Fr. Allender. “No doubt
about it. He was a dominating ﬁgure. He was Jesuit education.”
Fr. Spohn made school history by having his class go coed
nearly 20 years before the rest of the school. When SI moved to
its Sunset District campus, it offered morning physics classes to
girls from the city’s Catholic high schools. “He loved teaching
the girls,” said Fr. Allender. “They brought out his gentle side.
To him, they were his girls.” Fr. Spohn complimented the girls
as being “eager, inquisitive and challenging. The worst thing you
could do would be to underestimate them.”
He retired in 1979 when his diabetes worsened, but he continued to live at SI and helped out in classes while he trained to
become a spiritual director. “That was typical of him to start
a whole new ﬁeld once he retired,” said Fr. Allender. “As with
physics, he was very diligent in learning the art of spiritual direction.”
Eventually, he moved to the Jesuit retirement center in Los
Gatos, though he kept in touch with former students and sent
newspaper clippings to teachers at SI offering ideas for their
classes. He died in January 1989, and his memorial Mass was
celebrated in Orradre Chapel on the SI campus, presided over by
his nephew William Spohn ’62.
Above: Warren White asked his journalism students to analyze the
way different newspapers covered the same story. Opposite page: Fr.
John Becker, SJ, at a 1965 Christmas dance. Photo by Kevin Tobin ’66.
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Warren R. White ’39

F

r. Spohn wasn’t the only great teacher at SI. Another favorite of many students was Warren White, who taught
at the Stanyan Street campus between 1948 and 1955. He
was also the originator and ﬁrst moderator of Inside SI and the
director of numerous plays. White attended USF and spent three
years in the service before returning to SI to teach. “Suddenly,
my former teachers were colleagues, including Mr. McNamara,
Red Vaccaro, Barney Wehner, Sgt. Storti, Edward Dermot Doyle,
Fr. Joe King, SJ, Fr. Alex Cody, SJ, Fr. William O’Neil, SJ, Fr.
Ray Buckley, SJ, and President Dunne. I recall that the faculty
room was a smoke-ﬁlled
den containing the faculty
mailboxes, some lounge
chairs and a common table where one could work
on papers. Other than
the physics and chemistry rooms, there were no
dedicated rooms and the
faculty had no ofﬁces.
The faculty room also
served as a lunchroom if
you brown-bagged it, but
there was a provision of
coffee. In the cafeteria,
we sat in an area screened
off from the students, but
it was not very attractive.
The Jesuits repaired to
their rectory on the Hilltop, and we laymen made do.
“When I ﬁrst taught, I was surprised when students asked
me what I had done in the war. I wondered how they knew I
was a veteran. Then I realized I was wearing a lapel pin of an
eagle that all veterans received and which we called a ‘ruptured
duck.’”
“Everyone in the English department used the same anthology — Literature and Life — published nationally with separate
editions for public and parochial schools. The one we used had
writers such as Chesterson and Belloc and Agnes Replier, who
didn’t make it into the public school edition. One advantage to
this was that almost every high school senior in the U.S. would
be familiar with at least four plays by Shakespeare, some of the
sonnets, Gray’s ‘Elegy in a Churchyard,’ Tennyson’s ‘Ulysses,’
and T.S. Eliot’s ‘The Hollow Men,’ for example. Student choice
was honored in the assignment of book reports — at least one a
semester. Students could select what they wished, subject to approval. Junior year was devoted to American literature, senior to
British.”
With the sudden death of James Gill in 1949 (who had directed the school’s plays for 20 years), White took over the director’s
job. He had acted in USF’s College Players under Gill’s direction.
“Gill was better known as a baseball player than as a director,
but he avoided any hint of amateurism in his productions. What
I knew was what I had learned from him, and it worked for me
by and large.

“The annual play was a fund-raiser for the gymnasium and
had gone from using the Little Theatre at USF to performing at
the Marines Memorial Theatre on Sutter Street. It was my responsibility to select the play and cast, organize a stage crew,
build the sets, get the furnishings and props, schedule rehearsals
and supervise the move to Marines and back to Stanyan Street. A
stipend of $500 was added to my annual pay.
“Shortly after I had replaced Gill, Fr. Joe King came to SI
with his enthusiasm for glee clubs and music of all kinds. He
started organizing talent shows, and they evolved into musical
productions in which I began to take a part. One was called Win
Winsocki. MGM had produced a “B”
list musical set in a small Midwest college whose survival rested with the success of its football team. We ignored the
book and the title of the ﬁlm, but used
the ﬁght song, which went, ‘You can win
Winsocki if you only try,’ and other stereotypical sentiments. It was a wonderful
song, and it served as the basis for a pastiche of songs, dances, sketches, whatever
Fr. King, the students or I could devise.
The following year we topped it with a
work we called Souther Paciﬁc, which
combined bits of Rogers and Hart with
The Caine Mutiny, Mr. Roberts, and
other ideas from Fr. King, the students or
myself. These performances were at USF’s
Little Theatre, and it didn’t occur to any
of us that we should have paid royalties. I
trust a statute of limitations applies.
“One year, Bing Crosby wanted to
use the Marines Memorial for a broadcast, but we had the lease for the theatre.
We were asked if we could come into the theatre late so Crosby
could complete his broadcast. We did make up and costume by
the swimming pool there and had our sets off to the side in the
wings. Crosby was aware of the conﬂict, and he made sure the
stage was cleared in time for our show.
“The Marines Memorial productions included Yellow Jack,
a Pulitzer-winning play about the conquering of yellow fever in
Cuba as a prelude to building the Panama Canal. We did comedies such as Three Men on a Horse, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, and
The Gentleman from Athens. All had been successful on Broadway and had been made into motion pictures. All the female roles
had to be changed into male roles. My last shows at Marines, and
I think the last time SI used the hall, was for Billy Budd, a manof-war saga, which had no female parts and needed no altering.
“A Jesuit seminary in the Midwest had established a cottage
industry rewriting standard plays to change female roles to male
ones. There were many boys’ schools and colleges, and thus a
demand for scripts with all-male roles existed. The rationale, at
least at SI, was that as a school activity, a school play should be
open to as many students as possible. Using a girl in a part would
exclude one Ignatian, and that didn’t seem right. Nor did the
thought of female impersonation ever suggest itself. The policy,
at least in my years at SI, was never a stratagem for separating
the sexes. We had school dances after all, and girls were encour-

aged to swell the stands at sporting events. In the next few years,
Mr. Dick McCurdy, SJ (later principal at SI), having succeeded
me, chose to use the more convenient stage of the Presentation
Theatre on Turk Street.”

Fr. John Becker

I

n 1958, a young Jesuit came to SI and stayed for 20 years. Fr.
John Becker, SJ, was a remarkable English teacher and Inside
SI moderator known for his propensity for punning, his highly structured curriculum that became the department standard
and his manner of inspiring students.
Over the years, a number of Ignatians
who now write for a living point to Fr.
Becker as the man who convinced them
they had talent worth pursuing. Dragonwings author Laurence Yep ’66, Frasier
creator Peter Casey ’68 and Chronicle
political reporter John Wildermuth ’69
are just three who praise Becker for giving them their start.
Fr. Becker was born in Oak Park, Illinois, and attended St. Philip’s in Chicago
and St. Monica's High School in Santa
Monica before entering the Society on
July 1, 1943. He earned a Master’s degree in English at Loyola University and
has taught high school since 1950, at Bellarmine, SI (from 1958 to 1978) and Brophy. While at SI he moderated Inside SI
(and taught students to print four-color
magazines using a press in the basement
of the school), taught English and religious studies and took students to Europe each summer, buying a Volkswagon
van in Germany and touring for six weeks with 10 or so students
who slept on the ﬂoors of Catholic school gymnasiums. In 2003,
he wrote his ﬁrst novel, a murder mystery called Father, Forgive
Them.

Laurence Yep & Peter Casey on Fr. Becker

L

aurence Yep ’66, the author of Dragonwings and dozens of other books, wrote about Fr. Becker in his autobiography, The Lost Garden. Here is an excerpt from
his book:
“In my senior year, we had Father Becker who taught
us English by having us imitate the various writers and various forms. We had to write poems in the complicated rhyme
scheme of the sestina; and we had to write scenes imitating
Shakespeare. Our writing would never make anyone forget William or the other greats of English literature; but we
learned the nuts and bolts of a style. To this day, I have to be
careful what I read because I tend to imitate that writing.
“Early in the semester, Father took some of us aside and
said that if we wanted to get an ‘A’ in his course, we would
have to get something accepted by a national magazine. All
of us were intimidated by the prospect; but in those days you
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didn’t argue with
a Jesuit priest
— and you still
don’t. All of us
tried. None of
us got anything
accepted; and he
later
retracted
the threat and
graded us by the
same standards
he used for the
rest of the class.
However, I got
bitten by the bug
and kept on trying.”
Peter Casey
’68, a writer
for Cheers and
Wings and the
creator of Frasier (the most honored sitcom in TV history),
was also a student in Fr. Becker’s class. “He was tough,” Casey
said in an interview that appeared in the Spring ’95 Genesis
III. “He could nail you if you weren’t paying attention, but
he never did it in a malicious way. I respected his opinion
tremendously. When he told me that I could write, it made an
impression on me. Heading into college, I wasn’t exactly sure
what direction I wanted to go. That praise helped steer me to
major in journalism at a junior college and in broadcasting
when I transferred to San Francisco State University.”
On April 20, 1997, SI dedicated a courtyard next to the
campus ministry center in honor of Fr. Becker. Casey donated
funds for the project, which, with its fountain and benches,
is a place that invites students to gather in small groups and
discuss a novels and poetry.

Centennial Celebration & the Alumni Association

T

o mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of St.
Ignatius College, USF and St. Ignatius High School held a
centennial week in October 1955. SI celebrated a solemn
Mass on October 13 sung at St. Ignatius Church by Fr. William
Tobin, SJ, with a sermon delivered by Fr. Charles Casassa, SJ ’28,
then president of Loyola University in Los Angeles. SI students
also took part in USF’s celebrations, which included an October 14 University Memorial Mass for deceased students and an
October 16 Mass celebrated by Archbishop John J. Mitty, who
was assisted by a former SI religion teacher, the Right Rev. Msgr.
Harold Collins.
In the 1955 yearbook, SI Principal Robert Leonard, SJ,
asked Ignatians to commemorate the centennial by referring to
the key image of the 1950s — the Atom. “This is an Atomic
Age: of fusion and ﬁssion; of unbounded energies harnessed and
Above: Fr. Thomas Reed, SJ, speaks with members of the Block Club.
Opposite page: George Devine ’59 leads cheers at a 1956 football
game.
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exploded; of contracting and scattering; of elements merged and
particles ejected.
An analogy may
be drawn between the atomic
process and your
lives. Remember,
however, it is a
resemblance, not
a parallel. During your days at
St. Ignatius there
was a building
up of, a search
for unity — a fusion — with God,
with truth, with
one another; in a
word, the fusion of faith, hope and charity. Now is the zero
hour of ﬁssion. You are divided and hurled forth, not to dissipate your substance nor to lose your character in the world,
as atomic particles are hurled forth never to return. For you,
the bond of these earlier years will never be broken. The ﬁeld
of your operation will simply be ever widened as a chain reaction….”7
The modern Alumni Association started in 1956 with the celebration of the school’s centenary, and the school gathered 58
graduates to put together a roster for a general alumni reunion to
be held June 2, 1956. At that event, alumni gathered by year in
classrooms. “These rooms became pretty lively places, and some
men who had not seen their classmates for quite a few years were
having a ﬁeld day,” reported the Ignatian Bulletin, the precursor
to the Genesis alumni magazine. When the crowd came together
for dinner, student yell leaders led them in Wildcat yells “and even
gave the school ﬁght song a whirl. Then former yell leaders took
over under the leadership of Danny Galvin ’42. Dan still [had] the
touch, and the alumni responded long and loud.” Then the ﬁrst
Alumni Association president — Tom King ’22 — was named,
along with his ofﬁcers Darrell Daly ’15, Superior Judge Edward
J. Molkenbuhr ’18, Charles Creighton ’30, Richard B. Doyle ’21
and Dan O’Hara ’35.8

Fr. Robert Leonard, SJ & Fr. Thomas Reed, SJ

I

n the June 6, 1957, Inside SI, editor Dan Flynn ’57 paid tribute to outgoing principal, Fr. Robert Leonard, SJ, who had
come to SI in 1951 as its vice principal and dean of discipline
and who had served as principal starting in 1954. Flynn wrote
that students came to respect Fr. Leonard. “For one thing, Father
was a star athlete himself — an All-Stater in Arizona in football,
basketball and baseball.” When Leonard took over as principal,
it was “a popular choice,” wrote Flynn. “In the semesters that
followed, strange things began to happen. Students were trusted
with more and more privileges. SI had a principal who was with
and for the students every inch of the way. The main secret of Fr.

Leonard’s success lay in the fact that he trusted the students. He
knew the good, positive method of directing them. Seldom was
he heard criticizing the student body on the PA system. Instead
of criticism, he boomed out the strong encouraging words which
gave the students the conﬁdence they needed.”
His replacement would be Fr. Thomas Reed, SJ ’34, a native
San Franciscan and an SI grad. Born in 1917, Fr. Reed entered
the Society after graduating from high school and taught at SI
between 1942 and 1944. He studied education at St. Louis University, Stanford and USF where he received a doctoral degree
in education counseling and psychology in 1985. He served as
principal of SI between 1957 and 1964 before leaving for USF to
serve as acting dean of education. In one of his ﬁrst acts as principal, he created a split lunch period, given the large enrollment
of 1957, with seniors and sophomores eating before juniors and
freshmen. He also added ﬂuorescent lights to the ﬁrst ﬂoor corridor.
Fr. Reed was known as a forthright man who always spoke
his mind, but “his frankness and off-the-cuff manner could be
controversial,” according to his obituary published in the National Jesuit News. He made an unsuccessful bid in 1972 for a
seat on the San Francisco Board of Education, but was appointed
to the board by Mayor Joseph Alioto to ﬁll a vacancy and served
until 1977.

Athletics: Basketball in the New Gym

I

n November 1950, SI students ﬁnally enjoyed a gym after
25 years of fundraising. Construction began in March 1950,
with money coming from all sources, including a “till that
bulged with greenbacks from the play” and the generous donations of parents and local businesses. The money was not enough
to pay the entire cost of construction, and the school still faced
a $30,000 debt in 1951. By 1955, however, it cleared the books
on that debt.9
When construction was completed, Rene Herrerias ’44 began coaching the Wildcat hoopsters. After graduating from SI,
Herrerias played for USF, where, at 5-feet, 9-inches, “his ﬂashy
and sound playing thrilled the crowd at Madison Square Garden when his team won the NIT in 1948.” Herrerias returned to
coach at SI, succeeding Phil Woolpert, who had left to coach at
USF.10
In all, Herrerias led the Wildcats to four AAA championships (1951 and 1954–56) and
two Tournament of Champions
victories in 1954 and 1955). He
began his auspicious career in the
fall of 1950 by leading the 120s
to an undefeated record. (The
110s and 120s played in the fall
in those days.) The 120s were
captained by Mic Kelly ’52 and
featured two Prep Hall of Famers, Bernie Simpson ’54 and Ray
Paxton ’54, as well as Steve Moriarty ’53 and Jim Stephens ’53.
The 130s also won their division,
captained by Bill Parker ’52 and

featuring Dan Powers ’52, Nils Fernquist ’52, Bob Braghetta ’53
and Speed DeConti ’52.
The varsity made it a trifecta by also winning the AAA. Herrerias captured his ﬁrst varsity league victory in March 1951 in a
40–37 win against Commerce (which starred Casey Jones) with
the starting ﬁve of George Hayes, Bob Wiebusch, Stan Buchanan,
Bill Bush and Rudy Zannini, all ﬁve of whom matriculated to
USF, three on athletic scholarships. (Other stars of that era include Ray Healy and Bill Mallen.)
The shortest among those ﬁve was Zannini, who, at 5-feet,
6-inches, averaged 15 points each game, the third highest in
the league. He was nicknamed “The Mouse” and “The Watch
Guard” by his teammates, but continued to play at USF side-byside with teammate Bill Russell and later earned entry into the
San Francisco Prep Hall of Fame.
The star of the 1954 and 1955 Tournament of Champion
teams was Fred LaCour ’56, one of the most gifted men to play
basketball for SI. (He later played with the St. Louis Hawks from
1960–62 and the Warriors the following year.) In 1954, he tied
an AAA scoring record in his junior year at SI against Galileo,
scoring 29 points. He shot for 22 points against Salinas in the
ﬁrst round of the Tournament of Champions on March 10, 1955,
and later shared honors with Team Captain Dan Casey ’55, both
named as all-tournament players.
A commemorative issue of Inside SI noted that for the ﬁnale,
“the Coach of the Year, Mr. Rene Herrerias, and the Team of the
Year, the St. Ignatius Wildcats, [rode] high on the shoulders of the
SI students as they triumphantly paraded and cheered through
the scene of their glorious victory — champions all!”
In his senior year, LaCour earned All-American honors and
led his team to a 7–1 league ﬁnish and the championship. His
team won the ﬁrst two games at the Tournament of Champions,
but LaCour suffered a broken ﬁnger and did not play against El
Cerrito, which won 26–20.

Baseball

A

fter Frank McGloin retired from coaching, SI baseball
teams were led by John Golden (who also coached football) and Grove Mohr, who, in 1950, led SI to a 7–2
season. In 1954, Mohr captured the AAA championship with
stars such as Ken Dito ’54 (who later worked as a broadcaster for
KNBR), Ray Paxton ’54, Roger Ferrari ’55 and Jack Scramaglia
’55. The last three later became
members of the San Francisco
Prep Hall of Fame.
Paxton also played basketball
at SI, but his star was brightest
on the diamond, and in his junior
year he earned a pitching spot on
the all-league second team for the
AAA after pitching a no-hitter
against Lincoln. At one point, he
had 21 straight scoreless innings.
In his senior year, he helped
SI take both the AAA basketball
league crown and the Tournament
of Champions. Paxton was named
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to the All-AAA, All-TOC, All-Metro and All-NorCal teams. Later, pitching for the Wildcats under coach Grove Mohr, Paxton
took SI to its ﬁrst AAA baseball title in 24 years and earned a
spot on the all-league ﬁrst team and on the Examiner All-Star
team. Also, he was named MVP of the Chronicle/Lions Club
East–West All-Star game after pitching all nine innings and collecting four hits while leading his team to a 15–4 victory. That
victory won him a trip to the World Series in New York where
he saw Willie Mays make his famous catch against Cleveland
at the Polo Grounds.
Paxton was named both San Francisco and NorCal Athlete
of the Year in 1954 before his freshman year at SCU. He later
spent a year playing for a Red Sox farm team in Las Vegas but
found that baseball had lost its allure.
Paxton credits his success with the fact that he played
alongside great players. “Those were special times,” Paxton
recalls. “The 1950s were so peaceful. Everyone seemed to get
along so well, and I had many great friends.”
Roger Ferrari, who played his senior year for Jim Keating,
was twice selected to play in the San Francisco East–West AllStar game and batted .425 in his senior year, earning All-City
honors. He went on to earn MVP status for the East/West game
where he hit three for ﬁve. As MVP, he represented San Francisco at the Hearst Sandlot Classic at the Polo Grounds in New
York.
After graduating from SI, Ferrari attended City College
where he made the All-Conference and All-Northern California
teams for two seasons. “I still remember the ﬁrst time I walked
onto the ﬁeld at Seal Stadium,” recalls Ferrari. “It was during
the CYO championship game in 1951 in my eighth grade year
at Sts. Peter and Paul. I thought I had made the big time. That
was the year Mickey Rocco was the star ﬁrst baseman, and
I always watched him, trying to imitate his moves. He wore
number 4, so that was always the number on my jersey and my
lucky number.”

Jack Scramaglia played varsity baseball in each of his four
years and made the all-city team in both his junior and seniors
years. As a senior he hit .464 and led the league in hits. That
year, the Examiner selected him to play on its all-star team that
traveled to New York. After SI, he attended USF for one year
before signing a contract with the Giants. He played three seasons in the minor leagues before leaving to become a teacher
and coach at Roosevelt Junior High School in San Francisco. In
1997, the San Francisco Prep Hall of Fame inducted him into
its ranks.
In 1955, Jim Keating took over as baseball coach. He won
his ﬁrst league championship in 1958 with stars such as Don
Leonardini, Ron Cook, Ken Dekker and all-Northern Californian John Giovanola. He recaptured that crown the following
year despite predictions in the city papers that SI would never
beat SH. Thanks to Chuck Rapp’s pitching and Ron Calcagno’s
hitting, SI won 4–3. (Read more on Jim Keating in the next
chapter.)

Golf & Bob Callan ’57

T

he SI Golf team dominated the 1950s, winning league
championships in 1951, 1952 and 1957–1959. Bob Callan
’57 helped SI in his senior year to take the league crown
and also captured the San Francisco City Junior title. While a student at SCU, he led its golf team to three consecutive league titles.
He went on to win several city and county titles during his college
career and then received a bachelor's degree in business from SCU
and a law degree from USF.
Currently a real estate investor, Callan has continued to
excel in senior’s competition. Consistently ranked as one of
the top players in the state, he has been selected to represent
the Northern California Golf Association in team competition
on 13 occasions. In 2003 he became the ﬁrst player to win the
San Francisco City Senior, Alameda Commuter, San Francisco
County Senior and Oakland City Senior championships in the
same year. He also won the prestigious Western Seniors title in Guadalajara, Mexico. Most
recently, in 2004, he won his fourth consecutive San Francisco County Senior title.

Soccer & Cross Country

S

occer had its start at SI in 1952 when
coach Bill Cox put together a team
comprising 27 students. The following
year, moderator James Straukamp (a Jesuit
scholastic, who later became an Anglican
priest) came to assist Cox. The 1953 Ignatian
reported that the all-city captain Bob Braghetta ’53 and Class of ’52 seniors Barney Vannucci, Steve Sullivan, Jack Murray, Terry Curran, Bob Del Moral and Don Kelleher led the
team to a victory against Lowell and a tie with
Washington. Aside from Braghetta, standout
juniors included Jim Flanagan and Mike Balibrera. The team earned its ﬁrst playoff berth
in 1959 after a 4–3 season, coached by USF
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veteran Eric Fink.
The ﬁrst mention of an SI cross country
team occurs in the 1955 yearbook with a photograph of the ﬁrst 21 runners. The following
year, Inside SI praised the efforts of students
Walt Van Zant, Steve Barrett, Jim Leary,
Mike Deasy and George De Cat and praised
the new cross country course in Golden Gate
Park that started at Broom Point and went
“through Lindley Meadow, around the police stables, around the middle lake, and then
back down the south side of the Polo Fields,
through another meadow and ﬁnally to the
ﬁnish line just west of Lloyd Lake,” covering
“1.9 miles of rough terrain.”11

Football

O

ne of the stars of the day was Gil
Dowd ’57 who helped lead SI to the
AAA football championship in 1956.
Dowd played on the frosh and JV teams and
watched as the varsity struggled against strong
teams from the AAA. By the time Dowd was a
senior, it had been 11 years since SI had captured the league crown.
Something happened in 1956 to change SI’s luck. Varsity
Coach Sarge MacKenzie left to teach at USF and Pat Malley ’49,
whose father had coached at SI, took his place. Malley, who had
been a star athlete both at SI and SCU, suffered an injury in his
senior year at Santa Clara and, after serving in the Army, returned to SI to teach and coach. He brought along Gene Lynch
’49, his teammate from SCU.
Early injuries contributed to losses against Poly and Washington, but the Wildcats went undefeated after that and took the
city championship by beating Poly and then Balboa for the Turkey Bowl game before a crowd of 30,000. “Coach Malley’s squad
scored an early touchdown and had to rely on the defense the rest
of the way. With three minutes to go in the game, Balboa had the
ball ﬁrst and goal. With their backs to the wall, SI’s defense tightened up and the Bucs were unable to cross the goal line. SI had
won its second championship, as the scoreboard read SI 7, Balboa
6.”12
Dowd, who entered the Prep Hall of Fame in 2003, credited
the entire team with the success. “My classmates Ed Rothman
and Bob Isola and I each took turns excelling in the backﬁeld.
We each did our share of running.” Dowd eventually earned AllCity honors and was named Player of the Year by two of the city
papers. He also earned All Northern California Second Team and
All Metro Team honors and was named East Bay–West Bay All
Star Game MVP.

Extracurriculars: The Senior Retreat

their social lives. The three-day senior retreat continued to be
a highlight of their time at SI. In 1950, the yearbook reported
on this hallmark of Jesuit education:
“Dear Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach me to serve
Thee as Thou deservest, to give and not to count the cost, to
labor and not to seek for rest; to toil and not to seek reward,
save that of knowing that I do Thy will.
“Long will thoughtful Ignatians remember this short but
powerful prayer, the traditional keynote of the annual threeday Senior Retreat at El Retiro.
“They will remember, too, the new but uplifting experience that was theirs during those few days, when far away
from the turmoil and nervousness of city life, they turned
their minds and hearts to God.
“Some among them, such as Moore, Sheehan, Fazzio and
Enright, will remember special duties that helped keep the
retreatants in that atmosphere so necessary for a good retreat.
All will remember the strict silence, the soul-searching meditations and the impressive Stations of the Cross.
“They will remember especially the spirit of the retreat,
which perhaps remained with them after their departure from
El Retiro; how it rendered them quiet and thoughtful, anxious to put their retreat resolutions into faithful practice,
hopeful some day to return to El Retiro for another ‘spiritual
checkup.’”13
The St. Ignatius Church Monthly Calendar ran a few student reflections on this retreat, written by members of the
class of 1950. Here are a few excerpts:

or the most part, the issues of the separation of the schools
or of the Korean War did not impact the students, who
continued to focus on the day-to-day routine of classes, their extracurricular activities, their spiritual growth and

Opposite page: The 1957 varsity baseball team with, from left, assistant coach Bob Welch, SJ, Br. Lenny Sullivan, SJ, and coach Jim Keating. Above: Students formed an SI block in the cheering section for
football games.
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“I went to El Retiro to get out of school and to have a
good time, but after a few hours I changed my mind. I think
the main reason for the change was the total lack of distraction. My thoughts there were more serious than at any other
time of my life. I changed my mind, too, as to what made
up the important things of life, for the things that seemed so
important a few days before now seem to be trifles. I made
resolutions; I pray to God that He will give me the strength to
keep them.”
“I have made many retreats before, but none impressed
me so greatly. I think the reason for this is the wonderful atmosphere of the place. I enjoyed the whole retreat, but I especially enjoyed making the out-door Stations of the Cross and
saying the rosary while walking through the lovely gardens
and visiting the outdoor shrines.”
“When I first came to El Retiro, I must admit I was prepared for a rather boring time. I had always considered myself as one on whom religion had little effect. I had never
thought much about God, religion or life after death. I just
believed them mechanically, like one believes that two plus
two equals four. I never tried to reason any religious matters
out, but took the word of the teacher. But as I look back on it
now, I didn’t really believe my religion, and because I attended a public school for quite some time, I was even at times
prone to disbelieve. However, at El Retiro, I had a chance that
was never offered me before to think these problems out, and
today I am convinced that the Catholic Church is the right
church, that God exists, and many other matters of Faith on
which I was weak…. What at El Retiro helped me clear up
my mind? I believe it was the atmosphere. As a mountaineer, I have visited places in the huge canyons of the Sierra
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where probably no one has ever trod, and
in these places with a few chosen friends I
did most of my thinking…. At El Retiro I
believe the atmosphere of the mountains
was provided; the guidance of the Church
in important matters was added.”14
Both the Sanctuary Society (which provided the altar servers for the many Masses
the priests said) and the Sodalities continued to provide avenues for the boys of
SI to serve the Church and grow in faith
during the school year. The Junior and Senior Sodalities were much like SI’s modern
Service Club and CLCs. “Whether it was
waiting on tables for the Fathers’ Club,
washing dishes at the Old Folks Home, or
enjoying the convention dances of the Bay
Area Catholic High Schools, [members of]
the Sodality worked together,” strove for
“personal sanctification and sanctification
of one’s neighbor,” and held daily noon
rosaries during October and May.15
This faith life of students in the 1950s
was the pre-Vatican II Catholicism of the
Baltimore Catechism. Spiritual life for the
boys would continue much this way until
the late 1960s and early 1970s when the
effects of Vatican II began to influence the way the Jesuits
shared their own rich spiritual traditions with their students.

Inside SI & The Ignatian Comes of Age

T

o celebrate the centennial year of the school, Inside SI grew
from a small 4-page publication into a slick 16-page magazine. Its moderator, Robert Piser, SJ, who later changed his
name to Kaiser when he moved to Rome in 1962 — I got tired of
everyone calling me Pee-Sair — instigated the change when Fr. Leonard assigned him as moderator of both the literary magazine and
the school newspaper. He asked if he could combine budgets and
produce one publication, and permission was granted.
Kaiser was a devotee of Time and had even written his Master’s
thesis about the ethics of Time-style journalism. “Inside SI had a
strong resemblance to Time,” he noted in a 2003 interview. “Writing
Time-style taught the kids to write colorfully and concretely, and the
format helped us organize what we thought was important about SI
and its culture.”
The new look debuted October 28, 1955, with the masthead
reading “Inside SI: The Period Newsmagazine.” Editor James
O’Brien ’56 offered this by way of introduction: “This year we are
trying to make our writing so interesting and persuasive that when
the fellow who hates football reads our article about the sport, and
through it feels the exhilarating excitement of the game, he won’t be
able to see enough football.”
The following year, Kaiser and his editors changed the layout
to emulate Sports Illustrated “because we realized Time wasn’t the
right model. We were so much of a jock school then, and we featured
Gil Dowd ’57, a star football player, on the cover in a full-page, fullbleed duotone photo. The kids just loved it. We delivered it during

class time, and teachers suspended class so that students could read
about themselves.”
Dan Flynn ’57 served as editor in his senior year, and the magazine won national renown in 1957 with an All-American Award
from the University of Minnesota. Roy Camozzi also won a $100
scholarship at a Northern California Student Press Conference put
on by UC Berkeley for a feature story he wrote. The magazine went
on to win ﬁrst place for its cover photo of Fr. Leonard from the Catholic High School Press Association, which also named the magazine a
“Publication of Distinction” among high school and college publications on the Paciﬁc Coast. Future magazines would earn SI ﬁrst-place
rankings from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association Convention.16
The big award in 1957 went to the school yearbook, The
Ignatian, which took ﬁrst place in the nation from the Columbia
Scholastic Press Association. The yearbook featured the ﬁrst place
football and golf teams and a full-color cover, a ﬁrst for that publication.
The Ignatians over the next few years continued to excel and, at
times, offered new ways of showcasing the student body. The 1958
edition published “Some Basic Statistics on the SI Senior,” which
noted the following:
• There are 202 seniors at St. Ignatius.
• The average senior is 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 158 pounds, has
dark brown hair, brown eyes, and is 17 years old.
• 51.2 percent of the seniors participated in the SI sports program
this past year.
• The percentage of seniors working after school has dwindled during the past 10 years; now it is 10.8 percent.
• The SI senior estimates that he spends on average of 1.5 hours
studying each night; time spent in slumber, 7.6 hours.
• Though studies seemed to be more difﬁcult this year, the senior
class maintained an average of 84.3 percent in all subjects during the
fall semester.
• Seniors seem to be more social now, with 16.3 percent going
steady.
• 91.8 percent of SI seniors plan to attend college next year. More
than half of these, 58.2 percent, will attend Catholic colleges.

Gordon Getty ’51 & Sir Paul Getty

N

o one knew it at the time, but two brothers in the Class
of 1951 belonged to one of the richest families in the
country. Both Gordon Getty II and John Paul Getty,
Jr., however, didn’t grow
up wealthy. Their mother,
Ann, had divorced J. Paul
Getty, and, according to
Gordon’s good friend and
classmate Judge William
Newsom ’51, “they knew
they had a rich, even very
rich father, but as he had
almost no inﬂuence upon
their lives, one didn’t hear
much about him…. Neither
Paul nor Gordon seemed
particularly
concerned

about money or the lack of it — nor did they seem to dwell on
expectations.” Music became a greater part of Gordon’s life, and
he collected operatic records. The yearbook noted that Gordon
came to SI from San Rafael Military Academy where he spent
time as a debater. “However, he found time to take an active part
in the Fathers’ Club Talent Show. As yet he is undecided as to college or profession.” His brother went from a wild childhood to a
“serious conversion thanks to the Jesuits of St. Ignatius” though
he never graduated from the school.17
On February 24, 1958, Time ran a cover story on J. Paul
Getty, ranking him as one of the world’s richest men, and Gordon was thrust into the spotlight. He eventually became a noted
composer, writing the opera PlumpJack based on the character of
Falstaff, a 32-song cycle of Emily Dickinson’s poems entitled The
White Election and a play based on Poe’s “The Fall of the House
of Usher. He has shown great generosity with his many gifts to SI
and the art community over the years, and has served the school
as a member of the Board of Regents since the 1980s.
Gordon’s brother, “Sir Paul,” as he was known in England,
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1986 for his charitable
work. He was proud of that title because he loved the rich traditions of England, a love he noted that grew from his days as a
student in America “where I was captured by the romance of
English history and Shakespeare,” according to a 1998 interview
with the Sunday Telegraph. He died at 70 in 2003.

Peter Raven ’53

W

hen Time named Peter Raven ’53 a Hero of the Planet
in April 1999, the editors there had good cause. Few
other men have done as much as Raven to stop the
destruction of rain forests and slow the loss of
biodiversity, and hardly
anyone is as articulate or
as passionate as he is regarding our need to save
our planet. Raven’s passion and professionalism
have won him a litany
of awards, honors and
posts. Among them:
• Raven was Home Secretary of the National
Academy of Sciences and
a member of President
Clinton’s Committee of
Advisors on Science and
Technology.
• He is one of 80 members of the Pontiﬁcal
Academy of Sciences that advises the Pope on matters of science
and technology.
• He was named a MacArthur Foundation Fellow and received a
Opposite page: Fr. Newport gaving a retreat to freshmen and sophomores in 1952. Left: Gordon Getty ’51. Above: Dr. Peter Raven ’53 is
the director of the Missouri Botanical Garden.
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“genius” award for his work.
• The National Geographic Society recently named him chairman of the Committee for Research and Exploration.
• ABC named him a person of the week in 1988, and the New
York Times ran a story on his achievements on the cover of its
“Science Times” section.
• He has authored more than 400 articles and 16 books, including two leading college textbooks and the biology text used at
SI.
• Since 1971, he has turned the Missouri Botanical Garden in St.
Louis into one of the world’s leading centers for plant conservation.
• In 2000, he received the National Medal of Science from President Clinton, recognizing him an authority on plant systematics
and evolution and as the originator of the concept of coevolution.
Raven started his remarkable career at age 8 when he enrolled as the youngest member of the student section of the California Academy of Sciences. In his sophomore year at SI, he discovered a species of beetle and a rare shrub in the Presidio — the
Presidio Manzanita (Arctostaphylos hookeri ravenii). Since then,
he has had dozens of newly discovered plants and animals named
for him.
After two years at USF, he transferred to UC Berkeley. He
has worked at Stanford, in New Zealand and all over South and
Central America in his long and successful career.

Bishop Carlos A. Sevilla ’53

B

ishop Carlos Sevilla, whose parents immigrated to San Francisco from Colima, Mexico, near Guadalajara, is the only SI
grad to be named a bishop. (Msgr. Eugene Fahy ’29, who died
in 1996, was granted many of the powers of a bishop in 1951 for his
missionary work in China, though he was never granted the title of
bishop given the Church structures there at the time.) He entered the
Society of Jesus after graduating from SI and was ordained a priest
in 1966. His appointment came Dec. 6, 1988 as auxiliary bishop of
San Francisco, and on Dec. 31, 1996, Pope John Paul II named him
Bishop of Yakima in Washington State.
Bishop Sevilla is one of 12 bishops who has signed “The Columbia River Watershed: Caring for Creation and the Common
Good,” published February 2001. The half
million residents of the
Diocese of Yakima, including 4,000 members
of the Yakima Tribe,
have much at stake over
the fate of the Columbia
watershed, as their land
fronts more of that river
than any other diocese in
Oregon or Washington.
Bishop
Sevilla
and the 11 other cosignatories hoped to offer an opportunity for
reﬂection rather than a
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call to speciﬁc action, and he called for a future where “we hope
to see the best of the watershed of the past: living waters of God’s
creation ﬂowing from meadows and mountains to the ocean while
providing for the needs of God’s creatures along the way. We ask all
people of good will to imagine what they would like the watershed
to be like in ten, fifty or one hundred years, and to work conscientiously to make that image a reality.”
In his time as bishop in San Francisco and Washington
State, Bishop Sevilla has played a prominent role on several
committees of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (formerly called the National Conference of Catholic Bishops).
He has served as consultant for the NCCB Committee on
Hispanic Affairs, a member of the NCCB Committee on Marriage and Family Life, chairman of the NCCB Committee on
Religious Life and Ministry, a member of the NCCB Committee on Social Development and world Peace Domestic Policy,
a member of the USCC Catholic Campaign for Human Development, chairman of the Bishop’s Subcommittee for Translation of Liturgical Texts Into Spanish, co-chairman of the West
Coast Dialogue of Catholics and Muslims and a member of
the USCCB Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.

Bob Drucker ’58

B

ob Drucker ’58 is best known as the Wizard of Westlake for leading SI basketball teams from 1966-1986,
taking the ’Cats to the NorCal championship and to
the state finals in 1984. Drucker got his start in basketball
long before coming to SI when, in 1947, his mother took him
to the San Francisco Examiner basketball camp at the Mission Armory. He won a shooting contest, received a trophy
and had his picture in the paper. That first taste of glory got
Drucker hooked on the game. Later, as a student at St. Anne’s,
he found himself in a PE class taught by one of his heroes
— Jim Kearney ’48 — who won the Brophy Award at SI (and
later the Christ the King award) and played football for USF’s
undefeated, untied and uninvited football team of 1950–51.
(Kearney later became a distinguished principal in several San
Francisco high schools.)
“He was a hero back then to all the seventh and eighth

graders," recalled Drucker. "We would go to USF football
games at Kezar and see him play on the same field the ’49ers
used, and that was good enough for all of us.”
At SI, Drucker played on the 110s, 120s, 130s and varsity
teams and trained with Rene Herrerias ’44 and Jim Keating.
“These men, along with Phil Woolpert, who coached at USF,
were the kind of men you admired and respected. They were
young and enthusiastic and had a profound inﬂuence on me.”
Drucker, who served as sports editor for Inside SI, did not
find scintillating teachers in his classrooms. “They just talked
for the entire period. It wasn’t even the Socratic method.” In
his junior year, Drucker found himself in J.B. Murphy’s math
class. “That was like an island at SI. He would lecture for 5
or 10 minutes and then have us do student-centered work.”
Drucker found himself grateful for the help provided by
scholastics. “Fr. Ed Malatesta, SJ, knew I was struggling; he
took me aside and encouraged me to work harder. He recognized that I could do better, and we became fast friends until
his untimely death.”
In the 1990s, both Drucker and the late Jim Kearney
were inducted together into the Bay Area Prep Hall of Fame.
Drucker later coached golf with Kearney’s son, Steve Kearney
’81. (For Bob Drucker’s fabled career as a basketball coach,
read the next chapter.)

Jerry Brown ’55

T

he 1955 yearbook lists this for Edmund “Jerry” Brown, Jr.:
“Jerry proved his oratorical abilities by winning the Freshman Elocution and Sophomore Oratorical contests, being
chosen on the Silver and Gold Medal Debates, and gaining the Degree of Distinction in the National Forensic League. He was also a
member of the CSF and
the Activities Dance
Committee.” In his senior year, he was a key
member of the SI chapter of the NFL that took
the Grand Sweepstakes
Award, making it the
best team in Northern
California.
While
Brown
was a student at SI, his
father served as Attorney General for California and, in 1959, voters
elected him Governor.
Jerry attended SCU and
joined the Society of Jesus for a time. After he
left, he earned his B.A. in classics from UC Berkeley in 1961 and then
attended Yale Law School in 1964.
Brown received his start in politics in 1969 when voters elected
him to the Los Angeles Community College Board of Trustees. In
1970, he was elected California’s Secretary of State, and four years
later he followed in his father’s footsteps to become California governor, earning reelection in 1978.

He came to SI on October 6, 1978, to register students eligible
to vote for the upcoming election. He met with Fr. McCurdy and was
interviewed by three students for the school newspaper. At recess, he
addressed the student body and spoke about the advantages of living
in a democratic society.
During Brown’s tenure as governor, California produced a quarter of the country’s new jobs. Brown established the nation’s ﬁrst
agricultural labor relations law and instituted the California Conservation Corp. He helped to preserve the fragile coastline by creating
the California Coastal Protection Act and worked to institute the
country’s ﬁrst building and appliance energy efﬁciency standards,
making the state the leader in solar and alternative energy. Brown
also takes pride in the number of women and minorities he appointed to government positions.
After leaving ofﬁce, he traveled to Japan and India, where he
worked with Mother Teresa. He practiced law in Los Angeles before
becoming chairman of the state’s Democratic Party in 1989. Two
years later, he resigned from that position, citing his “disgust with the
growing inﬂuence of money in politics.”18
He ran for president in 1992, making a strong showing thanks,
in part, to his refusal to accept contributions larger than $100, and
was the only Democratic candidate to pose a serious threat to Bill
Clinton. In 1998, Oakland residents elected him as their city’s mayor,
and he won reelection in 2002 with the goal of revitalizing the city’s
downtown “in a spirit of elegant diversity.”19

Dissension in the 1950s

S

I in the 1950s was a Shangri-La for most students and
teachers, but not for all. Not everyone was happy with the
conformity and old school ways imposed both by 1950s
America and a pre-Vatican II Society of Jesus. Some students
rebelled, such as Michael Corrigan ’60, who wrote about his
displeasure with Jesuit strictness in the semi-ﬁctional Confessions
of a Shanty Irishman. (He also sang the praises of Fr. Becker in
his book for showing him “the magic alchemy in words.”) For
the young scholastic Robert Kaiser, SI was both an ideal school
and a place that tried his patience.
Kaiser arrived at SI with 10 scholastics from his philosophy
studies. “Talk about fresh-faced enthusiasm,” he said in a 2003
interview while a visiting scholar at USF. “After being cooped up
for seven years, we walked with a spring in our step now that we
were suddenly in ‘the active life’ (as opposed to ‘the contemplative
life). I threw myself into the job 110 percent, as did the other
scholastics. At 24, I looked about the same age as the 17 year
olds I was teaching. I remember going to a senior class picnic and
grabbing a beer. One of the dads said, ‘You can’t have a beer.’
Then he discovered that I was one of the scholastics.”
As a scholastic, Kaiser worked long hours, rising at 5 a.m.
and often working until 2 a.m. In his ﬁrst year, he ran the frosh
Sodality and Inside SI, was a prefect at the cafeteria at lunch,
coached JV football, taught three courses of freshman English,
one Virgil course and two more honors classes in senior English.
“Teaching at SI made me feel special,” he said. “We had
Opposite page: Bishop Carlos Sevilla of Yakima, Washington; Bob
Drucker ’58 (pictured with Paul La Rocca ’84) served as one of SI’s
most successful basketball coaches. Left: Jerry Brown ’55, current
mayor of Oakland.
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a faculty and student body striving for excellence. We were the
best. My main job, as a coach or teacher, was to convince the kids
they could do more than they thought they could. And they often
did.”
Kaiser was closest to his JV football kids. Noontime, they
huddled around him in the cafeteria, and they attended ’49ers
games en masse thanks to free ’49er tickets provided to schools by
Mayor Christopher’s Milk Fund. Coaches from UC Berkeley and
Stanford made sure Kaiser got 44 tickets for their games. “The
quarterbacks would sit with me, and we’d call the game together.
We were like comrades in arms, and I made sure everyone played
every game.”
The scene was very different at Welch Hall, where Kaiser
lived with “some very old and crotchety priests” assigned to
USF. “They didn’t talk to us very much.” He praised some of the
priests at SI for their vitality, but they still made the scholastics
do most of the grunt work. Their only time off was Friday night
when the minister gave the scholastics a case of port or black
Muscat from the Novitiate. “There were more than two dozen
scholastics then. We could go through a case of port while we
played Monopoly or hearts,” said Kaiser. “Audie Morris would
always try to shoot the moon and, at a penny a point, he’d end
up owing us huge amounts of money.”
Scholastics then received a
$2 weekly allowance to cover
“bus fare.” Kaiser and Morris
didn’t use the two bucks for bus
fare; they spent their money on
movies, borrowing the school’s
pick-up truck — “the keys were
under the mat” — and “tootling
down to Market Street Saturday
nights in mufti. The movie cost
50 cents and popcorn was a
dime. We would have been in
trouble if anyone found out we
were borrowing the truck, but
it was our way of cutting loose
at cut rates.”
Kaiser soon found life in the
order far too rigid. “We followed the rules woodenly. If I wasn’t
awake at 5 a.m., I wasn’t a good Jesuit. If the minister found
I wasn’t at Mass at 5:30, I’d be in trouble. Sometimes I was
assigned a 6:30 a.m. Mass to serve, and I’d sleep in to 6 a.m,
lazy lout that I was. We were then supposed to meditate for one
hour before a 7:15 breakfast. But if I slept until 7, after working
on Inside SI until 2 a.m., I was in trouble. It was all a part of the
formalism that prevailed at the time.”
The students, for the most part, didn’t sense this tension.
“The kids were happy kids,” said Kaiser. “What was not to be
happy about? They were in the best school in the city, getting
the best education, envied by all the other kids, and they had an
identity. They were from SI and were proud of it.”
In his third year, Kaiser decided to leave the order and SI.
“The sacriﬁces of the three vows were ones I was willing to make
as long as I felt I was doing something for the Kingdom. When
I found out that my superiors were more interested in reveille
and taps, than in the work I did running the school magazine, I
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realized the sacriﬁces weren’t worth it.”
Looking back on it now, Kaiser says “there wasn’t a lot
wrong with SI. It wouldn’t have been fair to ask the Jesuits in the
1950s to do what they are doing today. That would be rewriting
history. Luckily, the Jesuits have learned new ways of getting
spirituality across.”
After Kaiser left SI and the Society of Jesus, he went on
to a successful career in journalism. He covered Vatican II for
Time and is now an editor for Newsweek. He is the author of
10 books, including Clerical Error, which recounts, in part, his
years at SI. Kaiser is also the editor of the online magazine www.
justgoodcompany.com, published by Westcoast Companeros Inc.,
a club of more than 200 men who have left the Jesuits. “It comes
out spasmodically,” he says. “I still feel I’m a Jesuit at heart,” he
adds. “And I still have a strong identity with SI. In 2002, I met a
guy in a restaurant in Venice who turned out to be a student at SI
when I served there as a scholastic. We had a tremendous sense
of belonging.”

D

Three Candid Critiques

an Flynn ’57, who served as editor of Inside SI in his
senior year, now teaches ESL in Belgium. Looking
back on his days at SI, he sees several problems with
the way he was taught and with what he was taught. Michael
Corrigan ’60, the author of Confessions of a Shanty Irishman
and The Irish Connection and Other Stories, also found SI at
times to be an oppressive place.
The third critique, by C. T. (Terry) Gillin ’62, reﬂects on the
value of Jesuit education in the 1950s; he praises the Jesuits for
teaching him to read critically, for encouraging him to evaluate
what he was learning and for inspiring him to model his own life
after theirs.
SI changed drastically in the 1960s and 1970s to ﬁx the
problems discussed by Flynn and Corrigan while keeping
alive the core values — the ones Gillin and many others found
valuable. Spurring these changes were Vatican II, the needs of a
new generation of students, and the desire of Principal Edward
McFadden, SJ, and the faculty to turn SI into a modern school.

By Daniel C. Flynn, ’57

A

ll in all, I am totally grateful for my years at SI. I just wish
the Church at that time hadn’t been so uptight about sex.
Women were portrayed as “occasions of sin.” Good
grief. Nevertheless, life has “turned out well” for me and I am
completely grateful for the life I have today.
Actually, people of my age were lucky. We were born in the
United States of America too late for the Korean War and too early
for the Vietnam War. We beneﬁted from America having won
World War II and having helped Japan and Germany recover from
their defeat. We did suffer from the ailing President Roosevelt’s
concessions to Stalin, the most malicious dictator of our century,
to bring a more rapid end to World War II, but we survived the
Left: Bob Kaiser, now an editor for Newsweek, taught as a scholastic
at SI in the 1950s. Opposite page: Fr. George Dennis, SJ, teaches Latin
in 1951.

subsequent Cold War
that resulted from
those concessions.
First impressions
of SI: Fifty years ago,
I entered St. Ignatius
High School at Turk
and Stanyan Streets.
My ﬁrst impression
was “gray.” (I have a
picture of our senior
retreat at El Retiro
taken February 1957.
It’s a grim gray picture
with little evidence of
joy.) After I spent eight
years in the colorful
classrooms of Notre
Dame des Victoires
and then St. Monica’s,
the gray, dank rooms of SI stood ominously in stark contrast.
(My Belgian friend and former SI classmate George De Cat ’57
will tell you that the SI classrooms were fantastic compared to his
post-war primary school classrooms in Belgium. It all depends
on your life experience and point of view.) Maybe it was the
fact that we were no longer in class with beautiful young women
— just guys. What were they trying to protect us from? Maybe
it was because we had stepped back in time to the Middle Ages
or even the Dark Ages when we entered SI. I learned years later
that our Jesuit teachers had actually whipped themselves in the
seminary for holiness!
Teachers: Mr. Piser, SJ, English, now Robert Blair Kaiser,
journalist and author; Mr. Eugene Bianchi, SJ, Sociology and 4A homeroom teacher, now a layman and professor emeritus at
Emory University in Atlanta; Mr. Andrew Dachauer, SJ, chemistry; Mr. Leo Rock, SJ, Latin; Mr. Corwin, history; and Fr. Spohn,
physics. Dachauer was a nice guy for me. I wonder where he
is today. [Editor’s note: Fr. Dachauer is pastor of St. Joseph’s
Church in Mammoth Lakes, California.]
Moments: Being Editor-in-Chief of Inside SI and producing
an innovative Sports Illustrated-style monthly magazine after Bob
(Piser) Kaiser had replaced the typical high school style newsletter
with a Time magazine-style publication the year before. Winning
the city football championship under the new, young coach Pat
Malley. Being one of ﬁve cheerleaders that season. Winning
awards for acting out James Thurber’s The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty in citywide competition. Watching Fred LaCour lead SI to
a city championship in basketball. Acquiring a lifelong skill by
taking a pre-school morning typing class from Rene Herrerias,
the basketball coach. Playing on the SI soccer and tennis teams
and winning a block letter.
Classes: Mr. Rock giving up on our 4-A “Honors Program”
class in Latin and having us read the rest of Caesar’s Gallic Wars
in English. The walls of the classroom bending in an earthquake
one year.
Antics: The Jesuits trying to teach us that kissing above
the neck is a venial sin and below a mortal sin. They couldn’t
have been serious, but they were, and some of us were so na-

ïve as to have believed
them. A Jesuit spiritual director preaching
to us that we should
pin a scapular to our
pajama pants at night
to protect us from
temptation.
Tragedies:
A
symbol of the sexual
revolution to come
— a talented young
student who played the
guitar was thoroughly
punished by the priests
and scholastics for
a mild imitation of
Elvis Presley at a pregame coed rally one
afternoon.
The ﬁrst SI dance that I invited a date to in my freshman year:
the ‘dance’ was in the stinky gym. There were no decorations, no
band, no nothing. My date was not impressed, and I did not see
her again until a primary school reunion 50 years later. Having
to take Latin and ancient Greek because I was selected for the
honors program. How about useful modern languages such as
Spanish (third in number of native speakers in the world) or
Chinese (ﬁrst in number of native speakers)? They are just as
useful for “training the mind” — the excuse we were given as to
why we were being trained in Latin and ancient Greek.
The sex advice I got from Fr. Spohn: He was well intentioned,
but wasn’t successful in explaining certain bodily functions to
me. A week before I got married, seven years later, a medical
doctor explained to me what Fr. Spohn had not. (My dad had
died when I was 10, and there was no one in the family to counsel
me to take the Church’s teaching with a grain of salt.) We had a
perfectly awful textbook called “Modern Youth and Chastity” to
guide us in sexual matters.
Philosophic reﬂections: It seems our class was near the end
of the medieval-style education that the highly educated, but
insulated, Jesuits tried to pass on to us. Some Jesuits had worldly
experience, but most lived in the luxurious men’s club that was
known as the Society of Jesus so long as you played by their
rules. The world was a shock after I left the Catholic cocoon
of the 1950s and entered the Army for two years as an ofﬁcer.
Did I have more talented teachers at SI, especially among the
scholastics and lay teachers like Mr. Corwin, than I would have
had had I gone to public high school? I sometimes wonder if I
wouldn’t have gotten a more realistic education at a place like
Lowell High School and at San Francisco State rather than Santa
Clara University where I went after SI. It no longer matters. I’m
grateful for this free gift of life that I do have. Today, SI appears
to be a colorful, lively place. But it also appears to be a school
primarily for rich people’s children. (Editor’s note: SI may appear
this way, but the reality is quite different. SI awards more than
$1 million in tuition assistance to about 20 percent of the student
body, ensuring that no one is denied an SI education for lack of
funding.)
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I wound up winning the General Excellence Award at
graduation, but it turned out to be a hollow award for me. I was
extremely touched by the award, but I did not feel good about
it. Many of my classmates were much more talented than I. I felt
alone, apart and alienated from them by the award, while my
self-esteem glowed in the false, ephemeral sustenance it gave me.
Today, I feel my classmates are loveable guys, and my only regret
is that I wasn’t capable at the time of getting to know them better.
I had won the General Excellence Award by following rules that
didn’t function well beyond my Catholic cocoon. So, despite
the award, I was ill-equipped for the greater world at large. I
survived, though, and I have a beautiful life in Europe today with
a wonderful wife, and for that I’m grateful.
So, what is the residual value to me of that Jesuit high school
education at SI 50 years ago? I still have quite positive memories
and souvenirs of my years at SI. I have my big SI block letter that
I won in sports and wore on my white cheerleader sweater. I still
have copies of all the Inside SIs I edited. I have a bunch of bright,
talented, loveable guys with whom I can still share fun memories a half-century later. Nonetheless, my two primary school
reunions are even more fun. I can share memories with bright,
talented, loveable women as well.

By Michael Corrigan ’60

knowledgeable. The Modern Youth and Chastity course was ridiculous in retrospect, and the absence of girls and/or sex education was a ﬂaw. I was amused at the quaint term, “self abuse” or
“solitary use of the genitive faculty” for masturbation. I wanted to
attend a public school but my father wouldn’t allow it.
I did like some aspects of SI. The drama teacher was also a
singer, and I acted in Paint Your Wagon, which only conﬁrmed my
lifelong love of professional theatre. Fr. Becker brought literature
to life. The math teacher gave me difﬁcult math problems for extra
credit, which my father loved solving, though I got the credit. Since
I was a mediocre math student, the instructor ignored my sudden
remarkable ability solving those difﬁcult questions. Certainly, I did
learn the value of discipline that helped me when I decided to take
graduate school seriously.
I don’t remember much student camaraderie. Two friends left
SI in their second year. I did feel somewhat alienated not being a
superior athlete, and I was disconnected from SI by my ﬁnal year,
as most of my friends were outside the school.
The school was simply too strict, too much like a military
camp for my tastes, though, when I visited SI in March 2004, I
found it to be quite remarkable. In an odd way, SI did prompt me
to better understand Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as A Young Man
and Camus’ work, which could be used as an argument against the
Jesuit style of education in those days.

thought the curriculum at SI was broad and scholastically viable, though I didn’t want four more years of religion after eight
years with the nuns of Notre Dame. The Jesuits used corporal punishment, which I didn’t appreciate, but they were certainly

Top: The Stanyan Street campus in the late 1950s. In 1959, SI and
USF formally separated into distinct corporations. The high school
remained on Stanyan Street until 1969 and then moved to the Sunset
District. Look for the story of the 2001 campus in the next installment, to be included in the Summer 2005 edition of Genesis IV.
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The Ignatian Spirit . . . Half a Century Later
By C.T. (Terry) Gillin ’62

I

n the late 1950s and early ’60s, we wrote “AMDG” at the top
of our homework, essays and tests. Ad majorem Dei gloriam
(“for the greater glory of God”) may be virtually all that remains of my four years of Latin, but it embodies the Ignatian spirit
that lingers in my life almost half a century later. “AMDG” was
a reminder that the work, however routine, bore the meaning we
brought to it with our own intentions. It was a sign that our work
was done with respect for ourselves as well as for the assignment.
In 1958, St Ignatius High School took a child and, over four
years, turned him into an adult — as Jesuits have been doing for
hundreds of years. The lessons of intentionality and responsibility
expressed in their motto resonate throughout my life. They can be
summarized in three points. First, the Jesuits taught me “to read.”
Reading is not as simple as it seems; it requires interpreting, making sense out of the story or essay by understanding its assumptions and implications. It implies thinking analytically, applying
the meaning of the text to one’s own life and contemporary world.
Reading is an invitation to think about the kind of person one
wants to be and the kind of society one wants to help build.
In our senior year, one of the novels we read was Graham
Greene’s The Power and the Glory. As I recall it, the story concerns
a “whiskey priest” caught in the turmoil of Mexico’s revolution
that has outlawed the Church. The central ﬁgure has given up his
priestly vows to save his life; he is living with a woman and struggling with his conscience. He hears that an escaped convict is in the
mountains and wants to confess before he dies. The priest wonders
if he should seek the convict, or if what he’s been told is just a trap
set by the government to catch him. In the end, the priest chooses
to search for the convict and is caught by the government. I remember the way Fr. Becker questioned us about the novel: Because

the priest is living a sinful life, will he be damned? Or, because he
lays down his life for another, will he be saved? Through the discussion that followed, we were invited to recognize something of
the complexity of life, to move beyond the child’s world of blackand-white morality, and to think and evaluate for ourselves.
This remembrance leads me to a second point. The Jesuits
taught us not only to think but also to evaluate: to recognize that
our everyday actions, the ordinary things we think about and do,
are important. Each thing we do matters: how I respond to family, friends, colleagues and strangers such as other drivers, people
on the street and panhandlers. The Jesuits taught that we are all
a little like the whiskey priest. Each day presents opportunities,
usually about mundane matters, that matter. It seems to me, the
Ignatian question is, How am I to respond? And the assumption is
that we each have deep within ourselves the ability to know how
to respond.
Thirdly, I remember being impressed by the Jesuits themselves, their commitment to teaching and their dedication to us,
their students. At SI, the Jesuits gave us a place to deﬁne ourselves,
to be grateful for our accomplishments and to be tolerant of the
inevitable mistakes, our own as well as others’. I saw them as role
models for a way to live that makes a difference — loving my family, dedicated to my work, contributing to the community, working
toward the development of a just world. Inherent in the reading
and discernment that they taught are the seeds of the kind of civic
community we want to build. It was the experience of my Jesuit
teachers that led me to become a teacher and inspired me to understand teaching as more than the transmission of ideas; rather,
teaching helps students connect their understanding to their own
actions. For me, the “more” (the “majorem”) in the Jesuit motto is
the belief that I can come to a better understanding of my self and
the world and that we each can make a difference.
Terry Gillin lives with his wife and son and is a professor of
sociology at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada.
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alumninews

Lt. Mike Mayne ’91
Invokes Prayer of
St. Ignatius in Iraq

M

ichael Mayne ’91, a U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 1st lieutenant serving in Iraq, recently
had the sad duty of speaking at the memorial service for one of the soldiers in his
platoon killed in action.
At the service was Mayne’s regimental
commander, Lt. Col. Mark A. Smith, who
found himself, along with all the soldiers
there, moved by Mayne’s words, especially
when Mayne read aloud the Prayer of St.
Ignatius that he had memorized and recited

Lt. Michael Mayne read the Prayer of St. Ignatius at the memorial service for a fallen comrade last November. His platoon is pictured above.
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while a student at SI.
Last fall, Mayne
and the 28 men in
his platoon were stationed in the “Triangle of Death” south
of Fallujah. Because
insurgents had killed
the town’s mayor,
deputy mayor, police
chief and their families, Mayne took on
the job of providing
police protection by
day while searching for insurgents at
night.
Then, in November,
Mayne
and his men found
themselves besieged
by 140 of the enemy. Though they
killed 40 insurgents,
Mayne’s
platoon
suffered its ﬁrst fatality when Cpl.
Brian Prening, 24,
was killed in action while trying to
give cover to several
Marines who were
pinned down and
exposed to enemy
ﬁre. Prening had just
married in August,

and he and his wife were expecting.
At the memorial service last November in Yusuﬁyah for Cpl. Prening and six
other fallen soldiers, Mayne told those assembled not to forget the “decent people
of Iraq” that he and his soldiers were
working to liberate, and he asked his men
to “channel their rage and always honor
Cpl. Prening” by following the rules of engagement.
Among those assembled was Lt. Col.
Mark A. Smith, USMCR. In a message
he sent to Mayne’s father, Steven Mayne,
Smith expressed his admiration for the
young 1st lieutenant. “Since the day we
arrived, 1st Lt. Mayne’s combat accomplishments have been extraordinary,”
wrote Smith. “His actions have been right
in the face of the enemy. He has stared
death squarely in the eye on several occasions and has done nothing but lead his
Marines in a calm and professional manner that has absolutely confounded the
enemy each and every time.”
As Smith listened to Mayne reading
the Prayer of St. Ignatius, he felt “such
overwhelming pain and peace, all at the
same time. I have never been so destroyed
and fulﬁlled, all at the same time. I have
never been so torn, and so complete, all at
the same time. I realized in the prayer of
St. Ignatius, the eternal reality of our temporal struggle: good vs. evil. And, I was
standing, humbled to the bone, among the
agents of good.”
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Come help us celebrate
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of the Bay Area since 1855
No Ticket Sales at the Door
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Six Ignatians
Graduate from
the Naval Academy

F

our years ago, SI sent a record eight
Ignatians to enroll in the Naval
Academy. This May 27, six will
graduate and receive their commissions in
the Navy. (Two of the men chose to transfer to different schools.)
The six include Class of 2000 grads
Frank Verducci III and Gregory Wood Jr.
and Class of 2001 members Andrew Figoni, Ben Horn, Kevin Kincade and Christopher Lollini.
Verducci, a history major, will serve
as a Navy Flight Ofﬁcer and attend ﬂight
school in September. He has participated
on the club marathon team and intramurals
and has been on the Superintendent’s List
for academic achievement all four years.
Woods, an economics major and
Spanish minor, will serve as a pilot. He has
played lacrosse and been on the Dean’s
list for academics.
Figoni, an English major, will become
a nuclear surface warfare ofﬁcer on the
USS Champlain out of San Diego. He has
been on the Dean’s, Superintendent’s and
Commandant’s List and has been involved
in intramural sports.
Horn, a systems engineering major,
will become a pilot after ﬁnishing ﬂight
school in February 2006. A starter on the
varsity lacrosse team, Horn played in the
NCAA Championships last year for the
Navy. He also performs community service as part of the Midshipman Action
Group.
Kincade,
an
information technology major, will
serve with the Marines. After graduation, he will
leave for Alaska
for survival training and return
to Quantico for
Marine training.
He was ﬁrst in his
class for “Leatherneck Training”
last summer — a
Laura Zimmerman ’04
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three-week course in Marine skills.
Lollini, a weapons and systems engineer, will serve as a Nuclear Surface warfare ofﬁcer. A captain of the cycling team,
he has been on the Commandant’s List for

all four years.
SI also sent its ﬁrst female graduate
to Annapolis last August — Laura Zimmerman, who will complete her ﬁrst year
there this June.

Firestation Reunion
A tour of the San Francisco Fire Department ﬁreboats at Station 35 on Feb. 21 led to a mini-SI
alumni reunion. From left are Tom Murphy ’80, Jack Cremen ’79, Pat Higgins ’80, Jeff Columbini ’79, Steve Laveroni ’69, Dan Connolly ’79, Jerry Scullion ’66, and Dennis O’Neill ’79.

sportsnews

Boys’ Soccer Wins First League Victory Since ’81

W

hen the Boys’ Varsity Soccer
Team became co-champions
of the WCAL back in February by beating Bellarmine 2–1, the
players broke a jinx that had plagued
them since 1981 — the last time they
captured the league title.
The WCAL is one of the toughest
leagues in California, and while over
the years the ’Cats have finished second several times, the title has been
elusive. On the CCS level, however,
SI has done quite well, reaching the
semifinals in 2000 and 2004 and, in
2001, the finals.
For Head Coach Rob Hickox ’72
and Assistant Coach John Stiegeler
’74, this year’s team succeeded not because of one or two star players, but
because the individual members rallied around each other when injuries
sidelined starters.
“The boys knew how to play as a

team, and they showed a willingness
to switch positions when someone
was injured,” said Hickox. “Ralph
Braganza, for instance, played center
forward, center half, outside halfback, outside fullback and sweeper.
Other players showed the same generosity and flexibility throughout the
season — the same willingness to put
the team before themselves.”
SI had a tough start, turning in a
3–3–4 record in pre-season and startof-season play. The boys finished
strong, however, finishing 10–3–4 in
league (including playoffs).
In regular season play, SI beat
powerhouses Mitty and Bellarmine.
In the playoffs, SI defeated Serra and
Mitty — the latter after four overtimes, winning 5–4 on penalty shots.
In the league finals, SI beat Bellarmine
on its home field in two overtimes.
Because Bellarmine turned in the

best regular season record, SI and
Bellarmine were declared league cochampions.
All-league first-team honors went
to junior Jeff Cosgriff (WCAL offensive player of the year) Ryan Partee
and Michael Snyder. Ralph Braganza
and Will Andereck were named to the
all-league second team. Braganza also
won SI’s Rev. Paul A. Capitolo, SJ,
Award; Tim Larson received the Brian
Cotter Award; and Adam Martin won
the Wildcat Award.
At the team banquet, Fr. Capitolo presented special awards to the
referees who, in 1984, officiated at
another
SI-Bellarmine
match-up,
one that made the Guinness Book of
World Records for the longest match
ever played. That Feb. 6 game lasted
4 hours and 56 minutes and had to
be continued two days later because
of darkness. SI won the match 1–0.
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Sports Roundup
Boys’ Soccer

Girls’ Soccer
Coach: Jan Mullen
Assistant: Michele Sansot
Overall Record: 11–5–5
WCAL Record: 5–5–4
Highlights: Danielle Brunache scored
8 goals in 14 league games and was the
league’s leading scorer with 15 goals.
Teammate Emily Ferem led the WCAL in
assists with 8.
WCAL Awards: All League First Team:
Meghan Mullen; All League Second Team:
Lauren Kushner, Danielle Brunache, Kelcey Harrison & Jacklyn Kurtela.
Team Awards: Coaches Award: Shane
Fallon, Kelcey Harrison; Senior Wildcat
Award: Meghan Mullen. Frosh Awards:
Sophie Bigalke, Nicole Grazioli, Olivia
Narvaez. JV Awards: Kayla McDow,
Lizzie Kelly, Megan Foley.

Coach: Rob Hickox
Assistant: John Stiegeler
Overall Record: 9–6–6
WCAL Record: 8–3–3
Highlights: The team won the WCAL title
for the ﬁrst time since 1981 by beating
Bellarmine 2–1 in San Jose for the championship game and Mitty in the semiﬁnals.
SI then advanced to CCS competition.
WCAL Awards: All League First Team:
Jeff Cosgriff (WCAL Offensive Player of
the Year), Ryan Partee, Michael Snyder.
All League Second Team: Ralph Braganza,
Will Andereck; Honorable Mention: Brian
Holl.
Team Awards: Rev. Paul A. Capitolo,
SJ, Award: Ralph Braganza; Brian Cotter Award: Tim Larson; Wildcat Award:
Adam Martin. JV Awards: Roonan
Baynes, Andrew Borella, Mike Bellings.
Frosh Awards: Nick Osborne, Pierre Rappolt, Sam Buckner.

Boys’ Basketball

Girls’ Basketball
Coach: Julie Berry
Assistants: John Duggan, Maya Fok
Overall Record: 21–10; WCAL Record:
8–6
Highlights: Winners of preseason Leo
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LaRocca Sand Dune Classic; WCAL–
Playoff win over Presentation (43–41)
before losing to Sacred Heart Cathedral
53–45. CCS Tournament: Number 1 seed
in Division III, the Wildcats defeated Branham in the ﬁrst round 66–32 with Zoe
Unruh scoring 15 points. In the semiﬁnals,
SI defeated Santa Cruz. The CCS Championship game saw SI defeat Mills High
School 53–37, with Nicole Canepa scoring 14 points, Elise Wilson 13 and Kerry
Grady 11. In NorCal quarterﬁnals, SI defeated Sacramento 69–63 with Gil Kern
coming off the bench for 22 points. In the
semiﬁnals in Orinda, Miramonte defeated
SI 57–56 with two seconds to go in the
game.
WCAL Awards: All League First Team:
Katie O’Meara; All League Second Team:
Brittany Blythe, Nicole Canepa.
Team Awards: Wildcat Award: Danielle
Smith.

Coach: Tim Reardon
Assistants: Sean Duffy, Rob Marcaletti
Overall Record: 14–13; WCAL Record
8–6
Highlights: In the WCAL playoffs, SI lost
to Riordan 42–40. Ranked Number 4 in
CCS Division III, SI beat Saratoga 63–49
with Junior Matt Jones scoring 24 points.
SI lost in CCS semiﬁnals to Santa Cruz
High School, which was coached by SI
grad Peter Newell ’62.
WCAL Awards: All League First Team:
Matt Jones; All League Second Team:
Matt Smith.
Team Awards: Dennis Carter Award:
Chris Tow; Coach’s Award: Will Fennie.

sportsnews

SI Girls’ Hoopsters Take CCS Title Despite Youth

I

n 2002, SI girls’ basketball ﬁred a shot
heard ’round the state when it won the
WCAL and CCS titles and sent two of
its stars to play for Harvard and Boston
University. That team was tough and seasoned, turning in an undefeated regularseason record.
With only one senior on her 2005
varsity team, head coach Julie Berry didn’t
quite know what to expect this season.
The Wildcats, with a starting lineup of
three sophomores and two juniors, surprised even Berry, becoming the fourth
girls’ basketball team at SI to win a CCS
championship and advancing to the semiﬁnals of NorCal competition — the farthest any SI girls’ basketball team has ever
gone.

“It was amazing to watch this young
team accomplish so much,” said Berry.
“And with all but one player returning, I
can’t wait to see how far they will go next
year.”
Though the team lacked experience, it
made up for it in height. Players included
two 6-foot, 4-inch sophomores Nicole
Canepa and Elise Wilson, 6-foot junior
Zoe Unruh and 5-foot, 11-inch sophomore Kerry Grady.
SI ﬁnished third in the WCAL, coming behind Mitty (second in the state) and
Sacred Heart Cathedral (second in Northern Californa). Those two schools and SI
each took ﬁrst in their respective divisions
in CCS competition — Mitty in Division
II, SI in Division III and SHC in Division IV. “We know
we’re up against great
teams,” said Berry.
“We wouldn’t have it
any other way.”
Before the start
of post-season play,
Berry worried that her
young team might not
have the energy and
enthusiasm for another two weeks. “But as
soon as we started, the
girls were energized
and executed well.”
SI entered CCS
as the number-one
seed and defeated Branham 66–32, with Unruh scoring 15 points.
After beating Santa
Cruz, SI downed Mills
High School 53–37 for
the CCS crown with
Canepa scoring 14,
Wilson 13 and Grady
11.
In
NorCal
quarterﬁnals, SI beat
Sacramento
69–63
with Gil Kern coming off the bench for
22. In the semiﬁnals
in Orinda, Miramonte
High School stopped
SI 57–56 with two sec-

onds to go in the game.
Contributing to the success of the program were assistant coaches John Duggan
’59 and Maya Fok ’98, and starters Britney Blythe ’07 and Katie O’Meara ’06.
Berry was pleased also with how far
girls’ basketball has come in the Bay Area
since her days playing at SI and at Holy
Names College in Oakland. “I enjoyed receiving compliments and congratulations
from some of the older SI alumni who told
me that they were fans. That’s different
from 10 years ago. Now we have players
going off to college to compete. Already
I’ve received letters of interest for the girls
on my team.”

Sophomore Elise Wilson
2nd in World in Rowing
by Mitch Stephens

S

I sophomore Elise Wilson was a very
active and successful teen in February.
The promising 6-foot-4 post player
had 12 points and 11 rebounds on Feb. 5
in a spirited 56–47 loss to Mitty, the Bay
Area’s fourth-ranked team.
The following day Wilson ﬂew to Boston and was the top
American ﬁnisher
(for females 1418 in open weight
category) in the
CRASH-Bs Sprint
World Indoor Rowing Championships,
taking second place
overall in the event
that featured 173
participants from
four countries.
Wilson ﬁnished
in 6 minutes, 58
seconds, two seconds behind the winner, Jitka Antosova of
the Czech Republic. Wilson shaved over 6
seconds off her qualifying mark of 7:04.4
despite limited training because of basketball commitments.
Reprinted with permission. Copyright: San Francisco Chronicle.
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43

Angelo Gandolfo became a great-grandfather when his granddaughter gave birth to
a baby girl in Salem, Oregon.

45

Anthony Diepenbrock just welcomed his
25th grandchild.

50

Merlin “Bud” Henry Jr. reports that shortly after his return from a 15-day European
cruise — with stops in Portugal, Spain,
Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the
beaches of Normandy — two of his children presented his wife and him with their
14th & 15th grandchildren. Retirement is
great, with travel, tennis and volunteering
in the community.
Doug Walsh is now semi-retired and practicing halftime with his former CDP ﬁrm
in Palo Alto. He and his wife live in Menlo
Park and enjoy their eight grandchildren.
Forty members of the Class of 1950 met
for lunch in December at the Basque Cultural Center.

55

Fr. Charles Gagan, SJ, Pastor of St.
Ignatius Church celebrated his 50th jubilee as a Jesuit at two gala events at The
Four Seasons Hotel Jan. 22 and 23. The
celebrations raised funds to beneﬁt St.
Ignatius Church. Charlie preached the
Golden Diploma homily to his class and
their spouses and friends March 20.

60

Bob Mullen retired from the University
of California Division of Agriculture and
Natural Resources in 2004, completing 34
years as a vegetable crop specialist. He was
honored by being selected as a member of
the San Joaquin County Agricultural Hall
of Fame in 2004.

62

Dr. Richard McDonald retired Oct. 31,
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2004, after 47 years as a physicist; he was
staff scientist at the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory. He plans to take the
rest of the year off for golﬁng, running,
climbing and reading the great economists,
starting with Adam Smith. Then he will
pursue many projects, including part time
work on a physics project in Italy. Dick
says he was inspired by Fr. Richard Spohn,
SJ. His son, Martin, is a sophomore at SI.
Peter Newell, after 30 years of teaching
and successfully coaching the men’s basketball team at Santa Cruz High School,
is taking a step back and will retire from
coaching at the end of this season. His
team was ranked second in the state as it
headed into the postseason. He will remain
at the school, concentrating on his social
studies teaching and perhaps helping with
the women’s basketball program.

64

Mark Allan is still shooting for 60 Minutes, NFL Films and others. He has joined
the ESPN Poker circuit and will shoot nine
tournaments in 2005.
St. Paul’s Grammar School Class of 1960
is having its 45th reunion. Contact Madelyn at 505-8874 for more information.

67

Brendan Duterte, MD, director of the
Pediatric Urgent Care/Teaching Clinic at
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center and
clinical professor of pediatrics at Stanford University School of Medicine, had a
chance to share his SI memories with Stanford University medical student Rebecca
Berquist ’97. “Rebecca is an excellent
medical student,” noted Duterte. “She is
ready to learn and always seeking knowledge. Our pediatric patients and families
loved her. My expectation is that she will
be a tremendous physician.”
Jonathan Ferdon received the HibernianNewman Man of the Year Award March
17 at a corned beef and cabbage luncheon
at the St. Francis Hotel. Classmate Matt
McCabe is an ofﬁcer of the Irish organization. In addition to Link Ferdon ’64 and
Pat Ferdon ’70 and family, many members
of the class of ’67 were in attendance to
honor Jonathan.
Bob Paver, associate vice-president for Information Technology Services at South-

western University, Georgetown, Texas,
was honored in a feature story in Southwestern magazine: “Turning On: SU’s
Technology Infrastructure Gets an Upgrade.” Bob and his wife, Shari, have four
children: Patrick, Robbie, Caitlin and Allison.
Marty Pujolar, long time alumni director
at Gonzaga University, is stepping down
May 4. He has plans to spend two months
each winter in warmer locations and give
big earnings from his myriad properties to
the ’67 fund at SI.
Bob Tomasello has been elected chairman
of the board of California Paciﬁc Medical
Center.
Tom Wright, a professor of organizational behavior at the University of Nevada,
Reno, was featured in the Jan. 17 issue of
Time magazine. The story on the science
of happiness cited Tom’s research. Tom
works on his own happiness by competing
in masters power lifting competitions. He
is currently a Nevada State champion in
both the bench press and dead lift events.

69

John Donohue, head coach of the Lowell Varsity Baseball team, celebrated his
500th victory by beating Burton High. SI
dad Dave Lopez, athletic director at St.
Brendan’s, is his assistant coach.
Ron Lagomarsino directed The Gamester
by Freyda Thomas for ACT in early 2005.
He dedicated the production to the memory of his late father, Bob Lagomarsino
’39.

73

Stan Raggio, a former SI regent who is
completing a Master’s degree at the Jesuit
School of Theology in Berkeley, has been
chosen by JSTB to join its Board of Trustees.
Chris Von Holt is an active member of the
California Bar Association. He has worked
for the past 21 years for the U.S. Secret
Service and is currently resident agent in
charge of the San Jose ofﬁce.

74

Coach Julius Yap was inducted into the
City of Paciﬁca Sports Hall of Fame Feb.
26 at the Grosvenor Hotel in South San
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Francisco. This distinguished Paciﬁcan
— longtime SI teacher and coach of cross
country, track and golf — continues on the
links and in the social science classroom at
SI where his wife, Lori, is an associate in
the admissions ofﬁce. Many ’74 classmates,
along with daughters Lisa ’98 and Julie ’99,
honored Julius at the gala occasion.

75

Kevin Lee is involved in the IAM & AW at
Lockheed Martin Tech Ops in Sunnyvale.

76

Deputy Chief Greg Suhr of the SFPD
climbed Tanzania’s Mount Kilimanjaro as
a project to draw attention to and raise
money for the department’s Ofﬁcer Isaac
Espinosa Scholarship Fund. This fund is
set aside to support children of police ofﬁcers who have died while on the force.

77

Jay Bechtel has joined Google, Inc., in
Mountain View as a real estate and construction project manager.

78

Albert Boro married Arlene Tinco at St.
Vincent de Paul Church in San Francisco
on Aug. 23, 2003.
Jeff John is in his sixth year as president
of the San Francisco Parish School Baseball League, which took over after CYO
dropped baseball in The City. The all-volunteer league has grown from 42 teams
to 94 teams by the 2004 season. His son
Dylan will attend SI in the fall, and Hunter is a 5th grader at St. Brendan’s. Jeff and
his wife, Sandy, celebrated their 15th wedding anniversary Jan. 6.

81

Dave Puccini and classmates Scott Love,
Aaron Fausone, Mark Murphy and Rich
Conen are all managers at UPS in the Bay
Area.

82

John De La Mora works in the Special Investigations Unit for CNA Insurance. He
is president of the Modesto “500” Lions

Each year, SI nominates three juniors for a writing contest sponsored by the National Council
of Teachers of English. This year, the NCTE chose all three as winners of the contest. The three,
now seniors, are Melody Pak, Jack Kamm and Joey Armao. In all, 2,500 students submitted an
essay they wrote for their English class and an essay based on an impromptu topic, and only
680 students across the nation were chosen for this honor. Armao also was named as a Scholar-Athlete representing San Francisco by the National Football Foundation and College Hall of
Fame. He will attend Harvard next year, while Kamm and Pak will attend Stanford.

Club and a board member of the Visually Impaired Persons Support Group of
Modesto. In addition, he is the stage manager for Townsend Opera Players where
his wife, Tracy, is a performer.

Tim McCarthy celebrated his 40th birthday Jan. 22 at his home in San Anselmo.
The theme was “Lordy, Lordy, Tim’s Turning 40!”

an MBA from the University of Texas at
Austin. He remains assigned at Fort Hood,
TX, doing testing and evaluating new
technologies and concepts for the Army.
Daniele Maraviglia has settled in Sonoma
County and is a partner with Passalacqua,
Mazzoni LLP, practicing in the areas of
real estate, estate planning and wine law.
John Merrion, All-American lacrosse player, is assistant lacrosse coach at San Ramon Valley High School, which SI played
March 30. Score TBA as we go to press.

85

87

83

Mike Farrah will marry Maya Draison in
the fall.
John Guenza will be working at major
ports in Asia and Europe for the next two
years building nuclear material detection
devices for the Department of Energy as
part of its Second Line of Defense program, which has been designed to prevent
terrorists from shipping nuclear bombmaking materials.

86

Maj. James Farrell, USA, has completed

Colin Stretch lives in Washington, DC,
with his wife Alyse Graham and their two
children.

88

Joe Bunnell is a captain with the recently
combined Hillsborough/Burlingame Fire
Departments. He likes to travel to Costa
Rica where he owns beachside property.
Joe continues to be an avid snow and water skier and spends his leisure time remodeling his home in Napa.
Greg Darm lives in Laguna Niguel (Orange
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Youth Speakz, a group that sponsors teen poetry slams, came
to SI to perform for students. Among the poets were Geoff
Trenchard, Adriel Luis, Mitchelle Lee, Kammeron Brown, Jocie
de Leon, Alan Maramag and Jason Mateo.

County) with his wife and two daughters
(4 and 2 years old). He has worked for
Paciﬁc Life in Newport Beach for the last
eight years in their Variable Annuity and
Mutual Fund Division acting as a Wholesaling Manager. Because of the last Genesis IV issue, he connected with classmate
Matt Clark ’88 who has worked right
next door to him for the last two years. He
keeps in touch with Rick Ibarra-Rivera ’88
and would love to hear from classmates.
You can e-mail him at gdarm@cox.net.
Matthew Dimond married his college
sweetheart in 2003 and is working as a chef
at the River Rock Casino in Geyserville.
Chris Dobleman, deceased Naval Academy graduate and former SI teacher, has
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been honored each year
since 1998 at the annual
Academy Brigade Boxing
Championships
where
the Most Improved Boxer
Award has been given in
Chris’s name to the boxer
who best exempliﬁes his
courage and determination. Chris died Oct. 26,
1998, after a courageous
14-month battle with
cancer. He was 32.
George Gamarra was
married in 2002 to Elizabeth Opatz (Presentation
High). George started
his 12th year with Levi
Strauss & Co. They live
in San Francisco.
Jordan Murphy appeared
in Cold Turkey March 15
on PAX TV and in Lulu’s
House March 12 on The
Fine Living Network. He
is also developing a new
reality series inspired, in
part, by his time at SI.
Ted O’Connell married
Karen Vance on March
27, 2004, in Maui, Hawaii. Mike O’Connell ’91
was best man. Karen and
Ted live in Tiburon where
he is a self-employed real
estate appraiser. He has
performed and recorded
with local bands over the
past dozen years as a musician and songwriter.

89

Bryan Spaulding will marry Pam Starr in
May 2005.
John Torrey led the launch of the Our
Lady of the Angels School Endowment
Drive in early December. Longtime SI
teacher Chuck Murphy ’61 attended the
inaugural liturgy. So far donations have
exceeded initial expectations.

90

Anthony Farrell was married in Burbank
to Shoba. Walter Farrell ’47 was the proud
dad of the groom.

91

Aidan Dunne is a senior manager with
KPMG and is getting ready to return to
San Francisco after a two-year international assignment in Zurich.
Ivan Jue and Didi Xu were married on
Sept. 21, 2001, at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Alumni in attendance included best man
(and brother) Elton Jue ’93, Newton Ong
’91 and Alan Ho ’91. In June 2004, Ivan
completed his MBA from San Jose State
University. The couple just celebrated the
birth of their son, Nolan, born March 5,
2005. Ivan and his family currently reside
in San Jose.
Dennis Melka and his family moved to
New York City in January. The Melkas
have spent the last four years in Southeast
Asia. Dennis was recently promoted to director at the Credit Suisse First Boston.
Pat Murphy married Jennifer Margaret
Treco Jan. 15 in Our Lady’s Chapel of
the San Francisco Presidio. Classmate
Aaron ‘Che’ Covey was best man with
Pat’s brothers Martin ’84 and John ’86 as
groomsmen. His father, Pete Murphy ’52,
was the life of the party.
Jeff Spaulding married Elizabeth Hanson
last August.

92

Brian Camarena is living in San Francisco.
Christian Giannini recently graduated
from the University of Chicago GSB and
is currently living in Shanghai working for
ChinaVest Merchant Bank.

93

Sean Elsbernd, newly-elected Supervisor
of District 7, celebrated his victory Jan. 8
at the UICC with his friends and supporters.
Damian Molinari married Susan Ryan
at Old St. Mary’s on Jan. 1. The wedding party included Aaron Molinari ’95,
Christian Molinari ’91, Tom Golden ’93,
Andrew Mack ’93, Fred Tocchini ’93 and
Brian McCann ’93.

94

Joseph DeLucchi was named vice president of Cal Insurance Associates, Inc.
Capt. Jamie Fussell was wounded in an attack in Afghanistan just after Christmas,
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where one of his men was killed and three
wounded. With internal bleeding and all
of the ribs on his left side and arm broken,
Fussell was transported to Germany for
treatment, but is now back in action.
Mike Mibach has left the ABC afﬁliate in
Tucson and is now reporting for KTVU in
Oakland.
Lizette de los Angeles Ortega, SI social
science teacher, married Matthew James
Dolan March 19 at St. Ignatius Church.
Her brothers, including Raul ’90, were
ushers and Nicole Nastari ’94 served as
Matron of Honor. Lizette’s ﬁrst wedding
picture was taken with the many SI students who ﬂocked to her nuptials. Others
in attendance included Alessandro Madrigal ’89, Craig Zevas ’89, Yolanda Zevas
(Medina) ’90, Lorelei Suarez ’93, Emily
Behr ’93, Nichelle Hines ’94, Heather Mao
’95, Jason Crespo ’92, Meredith Cecchin
’96, Mike Shaughnessy ’67, John Grealish
’79, Charles Dullea ’65, Ted Curry ’82,
Robert Drucker ’58, Julius Yap ’74, Art
Cecchin ’63 and Fr. Anthony P. Sauer, SJ
(Loyola High School ’52).

95

Chris Baugh will be graduating from
the University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine and the Wharton School with a
combined MD/MBA degree this May. He
also received highest honors in medicine,
as he was inducted into the Alpha Omega
Alpha honor society. In addition, he recently trained in emergency medicine at
the Brigham & Women’s and Massachusetts General Hospital program at Harvard. He and his wife, Amy, will move to
Boston in June.
Mike Hanowsky is living in Boston, pursuing a doctoral degree in engineering
from MIT.

96

Erin Camarena is living in Boston and will
receive her Master’s degree in urban planning in June from MIT.
Juliet Chiarella is enrolled in the Muse
Program at Cal for a Master’s degree in
English and a teaching credential.
Terrence Dunnigan moved to St. Louis
in February 2003. He is running his second marathon, the Mayor’s Midnight Sun
Marathon, in Anchorage on June 18.

97

Dan Bonnici married Katherine Patricia
Bolton in Foley, Alabama, on New Year’s
Eve 2004. Many Ignatian family members
and classmates were in attendance. Dan
and Katherine met the ﬁrst day of law
school at NYU and are now in their last
semester.
Carly Gross married Brennen Reynolds
Jan. 15 in Davis, where they met while
attending college. The wedding party included maid of honor Karen Dorsey ’97
and groomsman Stephen Gross ’95. Carly
earned a Master’s degree in occupational
therapy and works as a pediatric therapist
in Sacramento.

98

Clarissa Avendano works for Korn Ferry
International as a senior internal auditor.
She travels to London, Frankfurt, Sydney, Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore to
perform compliance audits. Clarissa lives
in Los Angeles with her sister, Catherine
’99.
Greg Chiarella is teaching at St. Aloysius
School in Harlem.
Angela Leus is working in music services
at NBC-Universal handling music supervision and licensing for all promo spots on
the NBC Network as well as Bravo.
Forrest Wittenmeier, who has a degree in
art history, works for the insurance company of Sweet & Baker where he insures
art galleries.

99

Catherine Avendano works as director for
SPACE, an outreach program in UCLA.
She reaches out to high school students in
Los Angeles and lives with her sister, Clarissa ’98.
David Benchener graduated with a Master’s degree in International Security Studies from the University of St. Andrews,
Scotland, and is now employed with the
State Department in Washington, DC, in
the Ofﬁce of International Security. He
was also hired to coach women’s rowing
at Sidwell Friends (Chelsea Clinton’s former high school), and except for the 5:30
a.m. practices, is glad to still be a part of
the sport.
Lt. Phil Downs, Jr. USMC, after a lengthy

tour as riﬂe platoon leader in Iraq, is due
to rotate home for Easter 2005 or soon
after. His father, Phil Downs, Sr. ’73, and
mother, Debbie, and brothers Patrick ’03
and Kevin ’09 and little Grace, will welcome him home to Marin with joie de
vivre.
Brendan Raven graduated from Stanford
University and attends USF Law School.

00

Stephen Allan is the youngest cameraman
who has ever worked for NFL Films. He
has shot all of the San Diego Chargers’
home games, and he freelances for CBS,
ABC and other organizations.
Mary De Francis graduated from USF in
December 2004 with a Bachelor’s degree
in nursing. She is currently working as a
labor and delivery nurse at California Paciﬁc Medical Center in San Francisco.

02

Nicolas Stanich is ﬁnishing his third year
at UCSB with a psychology major and a
sports management minor. Nic has also
started doing sketch comedy on a local
Santa Barbara TV station as well as standup comedy; he has performed at The
Laugh Factory and The Comedy Store in
Los Angeles.
Doug Uyeda is majoring in business with
a minor in political science at San Diego State University. He is currently the
vice president of ﬁnance for the business
student council at SDSU. He enjoys volunteering at the American Language Institute, tutoring and teaching English to
international students.
Molly Wagner is home from a semester in
Florence with 20 SI grads from the Class of
2002. She is playing lacrosse at St. Mary’s
College for the third year in a row.

03

James Hanratty recently was selected as
the Pledge Educator for the Epsilon Omicron Colony of the International Fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta at the University of Oregon. He is also writing the ﬁrst
pledge handbook for the colony.
Heidi Tuason is a second-year bioengineering student at UC San Diego. She
studied abroad this past summer in the
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Philippines, and through the Filipino organizations Kaibigang Pilipino and Pilipino Students Saving Tagalog, promoted the
preservation of Filipino language and culture and helped to recruit students for the
study abroad programs. Along with Justin
Crisostomo ’03, she was in the orchestra
for UCSD’s production of Company last
April. She is actively involved in a Christian fellowship and bible study on campus
and works part-time as a calculus tutor.
She attended her sister’s wedding Jan. 8
in which Olivia Tuason ’97 married Alan
Abar (Sacred Heart Cathedral ’97). Sisters
Enriqueta Tuason ’93 and Heidi were the
maids-of-honor. Also in attendance were
bridemaids Tanya SooHoo ’97 and Adrienne Choy ’97, as well as liturgy pianist
Sean Aloise ’97.

05

Joey Armao was selected as Scholar-Athlete Back for San Francisco by the National Football Foundation and College Hall
of Fame at its annual dinner at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Hotel on Feb.
17. With his 1600 SAT and 4.0+ GPA, the
Harvard-bound Ignatian was selected to
give the ofﬁcial response for the 24 scholar-athletes assembled from 11 Northern
California counties.

Births
76

Jim Dunnigan and his wife, Francine, a
daughter, Sara Grace, born Jan. 10, 2005,
in Seattle, Washington. Sara joins Trevor,
4, and Megan, 2.
Dean Levitt and his wife, Cathy, their
second daughter, Olivia, born March 23,
2005.

78

Doug McKenzie and his wife, Regina, a
daughter, Charlotte Olivia, born March 7,
2005.
Paul Molinelli and his wife, Theresa, a
son, Andrew Peter, born Sept. 11, 2005, at
3 lbs., 12.5 oz., 17.5 inches. Three months
later, he was a robust 14-pounder.
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79

Patrick Schneider and his wife, Kathleen,
a son, Noah Joseph, born Nov. 30, 2004.
Noah joins sister Rachel (7) and brother
Michael (6). The Schneiders live in Santa
Clara. Patrick is a math and religious studies teacher and varsity basketball coach at
Bellarmine College Prep, and his wife is an
assistant dean at SCU.

82

Eugene McGuire and his wife, Susanne, a
son, Aidan Michael, born June 20, 2004.
He joins brother Thomas William, born
April 8, 2003.

84

Jeff McDonnell and his wife, Elizabeth, a
daughter, Jennifer Catherine, born Jan. 5,
2005, in Jacksonville, Florida. She joins
siblings Mary and Christopher.

85

Michael Delﬁno and his wife, Atina, a son,
Nicholas John, born Sept. 23, 2004.
Gus Gomozias and his wife, Heidi, a son,
Nicholas, born Dec. 30, 2004. He joins
twin sisters Gabrielle and Sophia (6). They
currently reside in Campbell.
Tim Totah and his wife, Carol, a son,
Dominic Timothy, born Dec. 28, 2004.
He joins older brother Edmund. All live
happily in Pleasanton.
Dan Vollert and his wife, Michelle, a
daughter, Georgia Ann, born March 19,

91

Paolo Braganza and Melody Cachola, a
son, Kaya Kainoa, born May 18, 2004.
Kaya joins his sister Kalena. Paolo is a
ﬁreﬁghter for Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District.

92

Ren Riley and his wife, Ashley, a daughter,
Finley Lauren, born March 16, 2005. She
joins older brother Hunter.

93

Allison (Bunnell) Cordero and her husband, Ken Cordero ’90, a son, Hayden
Joseph, born Nov. 10, 2004. He joins big
sister Brooke, 2.
Andrea Callen Porter and her husband,
Rob, a daughter, Callen Elizabeth, born
Dec. 31, 2004.
Andrew Mack and his wife, Darcy, a
daughter, Morgan Michelle, born Feb. 18,
2005.

94

Christina Courtright-Clark and her husband, Kevin, a son, Evan David, born Feb.
22, 2005. Christina and Kevin recently
celebrated their 10-year anniversary.
Scheherazade (Fahmy) MacGregor and
her husband, Rob, a son, Alistair William,
born Nov. 11, 2004 in Sacramento.

2005.

88

Matthew Dimond and his wife, Jayne, a
son, Nathaniel Anthony, born in July.
Jose Zalba and his wife, Michelle, a son,
Daniel Martin, born Jan. 24, 2005. He
joins siblings Isabella and Jose.

89

Ralph Barsi and his wife, Kathryn, a son,
Michael, born Jan. 19, 2005. He joins
brothers Ralph, 5, and Dante, 2.
Matt Haskell and his wife, Siobhan, a son,
Brendan, born Nov. 8, 2004. Brendan
joins big brothers Tommy (5) and Johnny
(4).

Scheherazade & Alistair

keepingintouch
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Kenneth Atwell
John V. O’Brien, Sr.
John J. Donovan
Edward G. Biglieri
Vincent K. Butler, Jr.
Richard R. Sanguinetti
Peter Campanile
John W. “Jack” McKeever
Roger McKenzie
Carl R. Terheyden
Lawrence J. Wilson
John A. (Jack) Armanini
Ronald Faina
Bernard Savant
Robert B. Kelly
Lawrence J. Wilson
Robert E. Halsing, Jr.
Anthony J. (Tony) Sousa
James A. Silva, Jr.

Hypertension from 1988 to 1990.
His career-long commitment to the
ﬁeld of hypertension won him numerous
awards, including a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the American Heart Association’s Council for High Blood Pressure
Research in 1996.
Born and raised in San Francisco,
Dr. Biglieri was a graduate of SI, USF and
UCSF, where he earned his medical degree
in 1952.
USF, awarded Dr. Biglieri an honorary degree of Doctor of Sciences in 1985.
He served in the Navy during World

War II as an ensign on the attack transport
Gilliam and saw action at Leyete Gulf and
off Okinawa.
An avid traveler with his wife, Beverly, Dr. Biglieri was also a creative cook
who specialized in his own reﬁnement of
the cuisine of northern Italy. His wife died
in 1992. They had been married for 39
years.
Dr. Biglieri is survived by three sons,
Mark of San Rafael, Michael of Berkeley,
and Gregg of Buffalo, NY.
Reprinted with permission. Copyright
San Francisco Chronicle.

Correction:
We reported in the Winter issue that Harold Berliner ’41 was deceased. He is happy
to report (as are we!) that he is alive and
well. We apologize for the error.

Dr. Edward Biglieri,
Noted Physician

D

r. Edward G. Biglieri, an endocrinologist who directed the Clinical
Study Center at San Francisco
General Hospital for 27 years, died unexpectedly Feb. 4 at his San Rafael home.
He was 80.
An expert in the function of the adrenal glands, Dr. Biglieri explored the link
between adrenal gland disorders and hypertension. He was the ﬁrst to describe one
form of congenital chemical deﬁciency,
subsequently known as Biglieri syndrome.
He joined the faculty of UCSF after a
two-year stint as a postdoctoral fellow at
the National Institutes of Health. In 1964,
he became director of what was to become
the Clinical Study Center at San Francisco
General, where he was also chief of endocrinology. He retired in 1991.
Dr. Biglieri contributed to medical textbooks and was a proliﬁc author of research
articles published in medical journals. He
was president of the American Society of

The ’20s Project
Each year, before discussing
The Great Gatsby, many of
the junior American literature classes hold The ’20s
Project. Students dress in
period costumes and present songs and skits about
life in the 1920s. They also
transform their classrooms
into ’20s hot spots. Even
their teachers dress for the
part. Above, from left, are
teachers Elizabeth Purcell,
Kate Denning, Caroline
Prinn, Dan Vollert and Carole Nickolai.

Calendar 2005
May
3
11
11–12
18
19

Ignatian Guild Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Board of Regents’ Meeting
4 p.m.
Choral Concert, Bannan
7 p.m.
Ignatian Guild Installation Mass & Reception 11 a.m.
Awards Assembly
8:30 a.m.
Class of 2005 Alumni Lunch
11 a.m.
20
Faculty In-Service, no classes
23
Transition Liturgy, Holy Name Church
8:30 a.m.
24
Ignatian Guild Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
24–26 Final Exams
8:30 a.m.
26
Baccalaureate Mass, St. Mary’s
7:30 p.m.
28
Graduation, St. Ignatius Church
10:30 a.m.
June
4
Day on the Boulevard Celebration
8
Board of Trustees Meeting
13
Summer School begins

12:30–6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reunions
1950 April 30, 2005, Mass & Lunch at SI
1965 Oct. 1, 2005, SI Commons
1975 Sept. 17, 2005
1980 Oct. 15, 2005, SI Commons
1985 Sept. 10, 2005
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Dance & Drama at SI
(Top) The annual dance concert, wildCATS, featured more than 75 students
who entertained audiences in January with numbers choreographed by
Meredith Cecchin, Ted Curry, Lizette Ortega and several of the dancers.
(Below) SI’s Marc Bauman produced the Winter One Act Festival, which offered half a dozen short plays entirely directed by seniors Darren Criss, Jeremiah Kelleher, Allie Kokesh, Francesca Christopher, Lourdes Long, Michael
Digrande, Christopher McCarty and Anna Snyder.
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