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Dear Senior Families:  
 
This is an exciting year where your student will be applying to a variety of colleges and 
universities.  Through this process we want to support your student to reach their goals.  We 
received their SI College Application Plan form, which indicates they are applying for Early 
Decision to one of their colleges. 
 
The SI Counseling Department wants to make sure that the student and their family is clear about 
the guidelines for Early Decision.  The College Board reports: 

Early decision plans are binding — a student who is accepted as an ED applicant must 
attend the college.  

 
Prior to your family making this legal commitment, the SI Counseling Department suggest to 
review these key questions before submitting their Early Decision application: 

1. Has the student visited the campus multiple times in various venues and knows it is a 
“best fit” campus for them 

2. Does the university have a program that meets their needs whether it be for their career or 
other resources 

3. Is the family ready to submit their financial aid records early (usually around November 
15th) in order to be considered for financial aid - Note:  Early acceptance does not 
guarantee a 100% met need financial aid package 

4. Is the student’s application strong enough for submission (personal statement, 
supplements, grades, test scores) - once the application is submitted they cannot submit 
any revisions 

 
If the student and the family can certify that all the above points have been considered and can be 
met, please sign below confirming you have read the above and understand the importance to an 
Early Decision application and return this form to your student’s College Counselor. 
 
At any time, if you have any questions pertaining to Early Decision or other college related 
questions please do not hesitate to contact your College Counselor. 
 
All the best, 
SI Counseling 
 
 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: _____________ 
 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: _____
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