
   Since 1969, St. Ignatius has
never had lights on  J.B. Murphy
Field. Finally, one year after the
50th anniversary of SI in the
Sunset, on October 20, 2020, the
city of San Francisco has
approved SI’s plan to install
permanent lights after a 5 year
campaign to win approval. 
  Thanks to the tremendous
support and dedication of the SI
community, we can now make up
for the time lost under the lights.
There has never been an
opportunity for the community
to come together at night on
campus and experience joy
through athletics. There was a
need for change which brought
the administration and students
to come together and fight for the
lights. 
     On October 5, the city held a
hearing where many SI students
advocated for the approval to 

Ghoulish greetings SI! For the third issue of the year, the Editors-In-Chief are proud to present our feature theme:
FEAR. As a school and global community, we have all faced significant fears in recent months, ranging from
uncertainty about the pandemic, to the presidential election, to the start of the school year online. Even with these
fears, we as a student body and SI community have maintained our close-knit Ignatian community through Zoom
and socially distanced activities around campus. We recognize those lingering areas of fright and how we have or
have not been able to overcome them during this time. However, we also know that together we can confront those
anxieties!  We hope you do not cower before the terrors featured, but enjoy the tricks and treats on these pages as
the Editors-in-Chief wish you all a belated Happy Halloween!
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Lights on the field! Yay!

build the lights. Izzy Spanswick ’21
addressed the committee, “The
importance of having lights on
our field has only been amplified
since COVID.” Izzy elaborated on
how the installation of lights on
the historic J.B. Murphy field will
help students connect and make
up for a lot of the time apart
during the pandemic. Adding
lights to the field will allow every
team more practice time and
evening games on JB Murphy
field. 
    Many student athletes have built
lifelong friendships through sports
and feel a sense of happiness when
with their teammates. After the
loss of each athlete's spring
seasons, the lights on the field will
create more opportunities that
were taken away from the
students. "This has been fifty years

(Continued in SPORTS, page 6)



     Many people also watch horror
movies for the simple comedy
behind it and actually find the films
hilarious. When a horror movie is
presented in an unrealistic manner,
many viewers find it funny as it
does not compare to reality. Horror
movies have negative effects as
well, but adrenaline junkies find
that the positives outweigh the
possible lack of sleep: the rise of
heart rate and blood pressure, the
heightened senses, the feeling of
something dangerous and different
coming.
   Although I will probably be
sticking with rom coms, I have
begun to see the appeal of the
horror movie marathons my
friends embark upon. The
Conjuring, The Shining, The Exorcist…
what’s next?

Our brains become alert, as they
realize we are in a (controlled)
dangerous situation. The
hippocampus and prefrontal cortex
in our brains decide whether the
fear we feel is real and justified, so
we are able to experience the
original sense of fear before the
functions in our brains decide to
dial it down. Senses become more
aware, our heart rate rises, and we
feel excited for what may happen
next. 
    We also crave the feeling of
mastering fear, which is one that
many individuals experience after
finishing a horror movie –  “I
watched that movie, and I was able
to sit through that entire thing” or 
 “it wasn’t actually that bad!” There
is motivation to conquer that
movie, and that feeling is almost
superior to the thrill of horror
movies themselves. 

          While I cannot sit through a
half hour of any movie even
somewhat resembling horror, a few
of my friends have gone on horror
movie marathons - ranking up the
level of horror every night. Why
exactly do we watch horror movies?
What is it about the thrill and
excitement that makes us crave the
fear that comes with watching a
horror movie?
      We very rarely enjoy fear as it is
occurring, whether it be from
heights or spiders. Horror movies,
however, deliver a different type of
adrenaline and excitement that
many people enjoy. The fear that
horror movies bring is a controlled
fear, and viewers are able to know
that the movie is simply that - a
movie. The fear is not coming at an
individual full on as it is in scary
situations, but still manages to
bring adrenaline and excitement. 

     During 2020, it is easy to feel
down and stressed about what is
currently happening in the world
or what the future might look like.
If you or someone you know has
been affected by the current
situation or political climate, stress
and anxiety can easily become
overwhelming. Luckily, we can turn
to “digital” arts and leisure as
outlets from these “fears” or create
our own works of art. 
    While stuck at home, we can
access dozens of movies and TV
shows through streaming services
such as Netflix, Disney+, and HBO.
Movies and TV shows offer a great
escape and allow a person to 

disconnect from the outside world.
One can comfortably binge watch
favorite shows or even watch the
new content that these platforms
constantly release.
     Quite  the contrary, getting out
of your house can be an outlet,
itself. Exercises such as walking and
bike riding offer a great way to stay
healthy and encourage exploring
nature and observing the world.
Even swimming is a great and
extremely fun way to be active and
distract yourself from your fears.
Finally, rather than simply
observing others’ art, you might try
creating art: dancing, singing, or
acting; you can share your talents

and meet other people with the
same interests, and safely over the
internet. Other hobbies can include
reading, immersing yourself in an
intriguing story, or gardening, or
hiking to connect with nature.
Finally, hobbies are an amazing
option to embrace what you love or
are talented in and set aside your
“fears.”

Arts & Leisure
Why Do We Watch Horror Movies?

Emma Gorin '22                                                                                               Managing Editor

Finding Outlets From Fear in Arts and Leasure

Aidan Stecher ’23                                                                                          Contributing Editor

2



          When COVID-19 first reached
the US in March, one of the places
it hit hardest was New York City;
among the rest of the city’s biggest
industries, Broadway decided to
shut down in order to prevent the
spread of the virus. What sets it
apart from the rest of these
industries is its extremely limited
opportunity for virtual
engagement. At the time, theaters
and actors expected the lights to
come back up at the start of the
next season, September, at the
latest. In June, The Broadway
League postponed the reopening to
January 2021. Once again, on
October 9th, the shutdown was
extended through May 2021. 
      In its almost three hundred year
history, Broadway has shut down
remarkably few times. One such
time was following September 11,
2001; this shutdown, however,
lasted only two days.   With the new
updates taken into account,
Broadway will have gone dark for at
least fourteen months due to
coronavirus, by far the longest
period ever.

   Broadway’s closure affects all
professional and semi-professional
theatre companies in the country,
which also influences community
and educational theatre companies
as well; furthermore, the unions
involved in this decision also
represent the nation’s symphonies,
orchestras, ballets, and opera
companies, all of which will likely
soon follow Broadway’s decision.
 The closure has serious
consequences for the theater
industry. Charlotte St. Martin, the
President of The Broadway League
says, “Nearly 97,000 workers rely on
Broadway for their livelihood;”
across the country, this number is
closer to one million. This group
consists of actors, directors,
choreographers, and a variety of
stage hands. Many of them have had
to set aside their passion or move
home out of necessity to get by.
Many charities, including The
Actors Fund and Actors'  Equity
Association Curtain Up Fund are
currently collecting money to help  

Arts & Leisure
Broadway's Extended Closure
Tommy DeBenedetti '22                                                                                   Managing Editor

SPOOKY SPOTIFY PLAYLISTS:
scan this QR code to For a playlist
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3

Empty Streets in NYC
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actors continue the pursuit of their
dream or even survive during
coronavirus. 
     The Broadway closure has been
devastating for theater workers and
theater lovers everywhere and left
them lying in wait for the music to
resume; in the meantime, however,
we remain hopeful that this will be
the last extension and look forward
to getting back to supporting our
actors on stage as soon as possible.

interested in submitting a playlist For future publication? Emailnewspaper@siprep.org 



Scream — Scream is a highly complex, tricky horror movie. This movie is excessive to almost a comedic level and
will leave you asking questions at the end. This movie is part mystery and has an emphasis on horror. Scream will
put you in the mood to go to bed with the lights on and leave you more than ready for Hallloween.

Scary Movie — Scary Movie is a fun horror/slasher flick that is more of a comedy than a horror movie. It is a parody
of common movie tropes, especially ones from the early 2000s. Scary Movie has several over the top moments
stemming from its horror roots, but it will not impede on having a great time. 

Hubie Halloween — Adam Sandler’s most recent Netflix comedy follows Hubie, who is the definition of the
Halloween spirit. However, he is also the laughing stock of the town. If you have seen an Adam Sandler’s comedy,
then you will not be disappointed. He is joined by a cast of mostly SNL veterans, along with some great jokes and a
spooky adventure.

Nightmare before Christmas — Halloween Town is the place where the spirit of Halloween lives forever, which all
residents love except for one. Jack Skelington, the Pumpkin King, has grown bored of Halloween and searches for a
new holiday to lift his spirits. You will be delighted by all of the weird, frightening and kooky characters Jack
encounters, and you will have a wonderful time watching this film. Nightmare Before Christmas is a Halloween classic
that will lift your Halloween spirits during isolation. 

Hocus Pocus —  Hocus Pocus is a fun movie to watch with your family, or by yourself as well. You will have an
enjoyable experience watching a brother, sister, their friend, and a cursed cat try to stop a trio of witches from
becoming immortal. Hocus Pocus is goofy, fun and will put you into the Halloween spirit for some laughs and more
candy. 

The Lost Boys — Lost Boys is borderline horror, but more of a thriller. A vampire gang hangs out around Santa Clara,
California and a normal teen Michael gets mixed up with them; he enlists the help of his brother and some vampire
hunters to get him out of the mess. Tensions and stakes are high. You will be on the edge of your seat waiting to see
what will happen to the teens as they try to rid the vampires from Santa Clara and hopefully destroy them.

Arts & Leisure
Halloween Movie Recommendations

Jack Stecher '23                                                                                                  Contributing Editor
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A Quiet Place — A family is living in complete silence. If they
make a sound, they will be hunted by mysterious creatures. This
movie will have you feeling nervous for the whole duration,
hoping that the family will be able to survive this fearful situation.
This movie has several jumps scares; however this is not
necessarily horror. This movie is great if you are in the mood for
a mild horror movie, but want to feel some stress and fear. Watch
this movie before the sequel comes out next spring after a delayed
release due to Covid.

It — It is a modern horror story that builds on limited knowledge
of who or what evil forces are at hand, haunting a group of kids
during the late 1980’s. It has limited jump scares, but the movie is
still very frightening due to the evil force Pennywise morphing
itself into different things based on the child’s fear.



        Athlete vs. COVID-19. Recruitment in the midst of a global pandemic is a prominent worry that affects
student-athletes who are hoping to play their sport in college. Many athletes in the class of 2020 will not get the
opportunity to play their sports in the fall due to colleges cancelling the fall season. Similarly, with the
cancellation of the high school fall sports season, the class of 2021 will have fewer opportunities to wow
recruiters. 
        According to the article, ‘“A New World of Recruiting’: Coaches reflect on the Pandemic’s Impact” published
in The Stanford Daily, many recruitment processes have turned online. However, this format has proven to be
quite difficult, as coaches cannot accurately see the characteristics of players they are interested in. However,
Sally McCarthy, SI senior water polo player, sees a bright side to her quarantine: “Building connections with the
coaches...was hard. But I’m lucky enough to… practice in a pod with my club team.” She explained how her work
over quarantine has helped her stand out from other athletes and added “a lot of my recruitment process
consisted of having good relationships with my high school and club coaches so I could rely on them to
advocate on my behalf.” 
       Like most people, athletes are having to rely on community more than ever to help them connect with the
right fit of coaches. Although COVID has presented a new way of living, the drive to succeed is still shown in
athletes through their love of the sport and their willingness to fight for their place on a college team.

       Sports around the world have
suffered cancelations, postpone-
ments, shortened seasons, and a
myriad of other unexpected
changes due to the coronavirus
pandemic. SI athletics is no
exception, as it too suffered these
same disruptions. The school and
athletic department took up the
challenge and came up with a game
plan to provide the students with
athletic programs, such as skill and
performance camps and strength
and conditioning workouts. Their
game plan has four phases. The first
phase, Community Engagement,
ran from September 14th until
October 1st. It consisted of team
Zoom meetings and outdoor
strength and conditioning.         
       Phase Two, Athletic
Engagement, started October 5th
and finished October 23rd and
continued the outdoor workouts.
The third phase, Team Engagement,
started October 26th and consists of
team workouts, opening the
facilities, and the beginning of
intramural programs. Season
Preparation, the final phase, starts
November 16th. The activities from
phase 3 will continue in addition to
formal team practices. This game 

plan allows students and athletes to
train with coaches on campus and in-
person for several hours each week. 
    All students have the opportunity
to participate in athletic conditioning
and skills training, whether they
intend to participate on a Wildcat
team or not. All this is done within
San Francisco’s public health
guidelines. Participants must follow
safety and testing protocols before
every workout session. There are
frequent temperature checks, daily
health questions, mandatory mask
wearing, and small workout groups
known as pods. 
     The performance camps focus on
teaching skills for specific sports such
as football, soccer, basketball, and
lacrosse. The training pods and
camps have given students a much-
needed sense of normalcy in a time
when normal routines have been
disrupted. Having participated in the
trading pods for over six weeks,
Isabella Gamarra '24 said, “The
workouts have been really fun and
have allowed me to meet new
people.” While it isn’t quite the same
as team practices, everyone is
encouraged to get as much out of 

Sports
SI Sports steps up to the challenge

Caroline McFadden '24                                                                                            Contributing Editor 

Caeli Riordan '22                                                                                                        Contributing Editor
Affects of COVID on college recruitment 
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their training time as possible, and
to use this time to prepare for
upcoming tryouts and seasons. 
     Head Coach of Strength and
Conditioning, Anthony Calvello
said, “Everyone is happy to be back
in training, reuniting with friends,
teammates, and coaches.” He
believes “it’s not what you have, it's
what you do with it that makes a
difference.” He is focused on
getting as much out of coaching
and his athletes regardless of space
and equipment limitations due to
local public health guidelines. 
  While it is impossible to
determine what the coming weeks
will look like, SI Athletics is
prepared for any set-backs,
obstacles, or restrictions that come
their way. 



Traumatophobia is the excessive fear of physical injury. Many athletes are scared of injury, but not 
to this extreme. With the extended break due to the coronavirus, many athletes were concerned about the
increased risk of injury that comes upon returning too quickly to full speed competition.           

For football, this shortened offseason greatly increases risk of injury because of its high impact intensity
This has been exemplified through the NFL. The NFL shortened its ramp up to play by removing preseason
games and OTAs (optional team activities) and shortening training camp. Many players and doctors raised
concerns about rushing into the season. However, the NFL and the NFL Players Association both said the
return to play was safe. Through the first 3 weeks of the NFL season, three cornerstone players, Nick Bosa,
Saquon Barkley, and Christian McCaffery, have all been hit with long term injuries. All these injuries were a
part of the most devastating two week period in NFL history. It is something doctors say they are
monitoring and plan to put out a report and summary of all injuries at the end of the season. So we will have
to wait to compare the quantity and intensity of injuries to past seasons.            

There has also been an uptick in pitcher’s injuries in the MLB. Many big name pitchers such as Justin
Verlander have been diagnosed with elbow injuries or “forearm strains.” Forearm strains are often just a
cover up for a minor injury to the elbow or the muscles surrounding. The elbow injuries have been linked
to pitchers sitting at home for many months and trying to throw themselves back into full action by
throwing hundreds of pitches at speeds over 90 mph. This is very dangerous for even the highest level of
athletes. Similarly, in the NBA bubble there have been more soft tissue injuries. This was seen most notably
through Russell Westbrook, Ben Simmons, and many more key players. These players got hurt at the
beginning of training or at the beginning of the season due to a lack of gradual induction back into
professional sports.           

It seems that the ramifications of the coronavirus on injuries can be seen most in the first months 
of a new season. It is vital that high schools take this time to slowly build back to full speed games so
student-athletes can maintain health and get back into the swing of play sports.

sports
Traumatophobia: The Affect of COVID-19 of Athlete injuries

Ronan Greene '22                                                                                      Contributing Editor
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(continued from front page)

in the making!” Joe Vollert the
Director of Advancement
stated."There are so many people
who helped in this tremendous
effort." Mr. Vollert said that “The
SINA (St. Ignatius Neighbors
Association) were great in the
negotiations about how it would
work. They didn’t want the
lights, but they were reasonable,
and we want to maintain our
strong partnership with the
neighborhood.” Mr. Vollert
explained that we are installing
high end LED lights that will not
bleed into the neighborhood.

     SI also created a code of conduct
for the students and a traffic
protocol for the night gatherings on
JB Murphy field. Mr. Vollert
elaborated on how the lights will
help, "We have so many field teams
and the time on field gets squashed,
in the winter it gets dark around 5,
so now our teams will all be able to
have ample practice time on our
campus.” 
     There is so much to look forward
to as we make the transition to
returning to school safely. There is
also a fundraiser 

schedule for Nov. 18th  from 5-6
PM to help fund the installation of
the nicest lights in the city. Steve
Marriuci, an NFL Primetime host
and former 49ers coach will be
speaking at the event. Go Cats!

JB Murphy Lights Approved

Will Devine '22  & Lola Cerchiai ’22                                    Managing & Contributing Editors          



        As the (virtual) reality of our
school year sets in after the end of
first quarter, S.I. 's Counseling
Department shines through 2020’s
somber fog as an invaluable piece of
our school community. Throughout
the school year, all members of the
Counseling Department place the
greatest care and dedication to 
lifting the gloom of fear and doubt
from S.I. 's student body. With a
renewed sense of perseverance, 
our counselors face the challenge,
pivoting their dedication to an
entirely new arena.
        Normally, Freshmen and
Seniors alike saunter into the
Counseling Center ready to 
meet their counselors with a 
warm smile, find a comfortable
space for homework, or close their
eyes and decompress. However, the
pandemic that haunted the past few
months rendered this in-person
community a ghost town as of late.
        The Class of 2021 in particular
enters a unique year of college
applications with a need to connect
with their counselors. College
counselor Ms. Wong shared that the
adjustment phase for college
counseling “is really hard because
everything has to be done through
email,” adding that she, along with 
          

the other counselors, misses “being
able to come to the counseling office
to relax or drop in whenever
something happens.”          
          The Counseling Department
quickly adjusted to a new
environment, working even harder
to ensure that students can
continually access their resources.
The senior class has received special
focus as they wade through various  
    new information, doubts, and 
    insecurities about their futures. 
    Through virtual events that inform 
        Seniors about the 2020 college 
         admissions process, the college 
          counselors always want to 
     “reach out to families who are 
       anxious about testing” and the 
       year’s rapid changes, Ms. Wong
      said.
          Mr. Calabrese, the Wellness
Director, also remarked about the
Department’s innovative steps to
keep students’ mental health and
well-being as the revolving focus:
“We've had some counselors who
hold a phone call with students while
they both go take a walk in their own
respective areas and neighborhoods
...to reduce the Zoom fatigue.” The
Counseling Couches, which opens on
Zoom every Wednesday, transforms
into a new-age Counseling Center.

Trick into Treat! S.I.'s Counselors light the way through a foggy future

 The inviting atmosphere once again
welcomes students to a studious
space full of comfort and calm.
           In spite of the numerous, swift
changes that impacted the S.I.
community, Mr. Calabrese noted
that the “combined passion of all the
counselors to care and help support
the students” never wavered. Along
with the entire S.I. family, the
Counseling Department chose to
take the chance and create new
memories throughout the year. Ms.
Wong depicted the counselors and
teachers as they “spent their
summers learning all the [new
technology].” She recounted,
“Everybody knew that we need to get
on board and learn how to do this
right.”
          Through the turmoil of this
school year, the S.I. community
remains resilient and ready to adapt.
Our Counseling Department
exemplifies these unchanging values,
as they turn the tricks we’ve received
into hopeful and supportive treats!

“To my Seniors and students, depend on God to lead
you where you're supposed to be...not everybody

believes in the same God, but believe that there's a
great plan for you.” 

 - Ms. Stephanie Wong

Jack Quach '23                                                                                                                          Managing Editor

Feature

The Counseling Department found a new  
Center through the world of Zoom.
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          Though students have been learning virtually for a
few months now, they did not have the time to process the
fears this shift created. From unexpected moments off
mute and scrambling to meet that 11:59 pm deadline to
greater concerns such as questioning the effectiveness of
remote instruction and wondering when students can
return to in-person learning are worries that do not have
clear cut answers. (However, meeting 
that one minute before midnight 
deadline may be doable.)
          Some students shared the anxiety 
of whether or not fate will be on their 
side and lift technology’s beguiling curse. 
Lexie Dyke ’21 stated, “I am always afraid that I clicked on
the wrong link for class. I have once, and I’m also worried
my work did not actually submit even though [Canvas] says
it did.” Students have also encountered mysterious Zoom
crashes, wavering Wi-Fi connection, and the haunting
“Your internet connection is unstable” notification, just to
name a few.
          For others, finding a way to be successful during
digital learning proves daunting. Ali O’Dea ’21 said, “I find
myself worrying about the learning process the most and
how it will affect my college academics.” She also expressed
being “nervous and stressed about actually being able to
retain information.” If she could not truly understand the 

material now, she fears she would be “setting [herself]
up to fail” when it came time to begin rigorous
courses in college.
         As for seniors, an already frightening college
process pulled another trick out of its sleeve by going
virtual. Seniors find it more difficult to search for a
school that is the “right fit” through webinars and
Q&A sessions online compared to visiting schools and
attending college rep visits in person.
                           In addition, this year is the class of
                    2021’s last year at SI, and as senior Matt 
                   Shugarte put it, “We appreciate the time
                             we have spent at SI, and we show it
                               with our involvement, but now  
                            there is a possibility that we will not
be able to show it physically. I fear that I cannot show
how much SI means to me by being very involved at
SI. I think I took it for granted.”
          While many of us find ourselves in disarray
while learning remotely and, for seniors, feel distress
over lost time during their final year at SI, we can
make the effort to intentionally check in with one
another, recognize when we need help and reach out
for that help, and simply take things day by day to
assuage our fears inside and outside the digital
classroom.

          While students face various fears in these uncertain
times, many teachers possess valid fears of their own.
Though the S.I. community now has more than seven
months of experience with distance learning, both
students and teachers continue to adapt to new forms of
instruction while managing fears about digital learning. 
          Ethnic Studies, Psychology, and Economics teacher
Mr. Joo stated that “the biggest fear I held in 
the beginning of the year was fear of 
judgment. With the extra layers of distance, 
a screen, mediocre internet connections, 
Zooms recorded on the cloud, student group 
messages, and possible other adults in the 
room, the anxiety was, at times, paralyzing.”
          Similarly, French teacher Ms. Gence 
shared her fears in this time of distance learning, saying
that “My primary concern is the lack of human touch
with my students. The eye contact and physical
interaction that was once [possible] is no longer possible
during virtual learning. ”
          Students may have more fears in common with
teachers than they think. Mr. Joo affirmed that “learning
requires feedback and feedback requires judgment. I can
definitely relate to students who feel concern[ed] about
how they are going to be judged, i.e. graded.” 

          Likewise, Religious Studies teacher Mr. Lannan
described the difficulty of sustaining communication
with students that was once easy with face-to-face
conversations at school. “When my students do not
understand me or I do not understand them, learning
gets interrupted until we have a chance to clarify
things.” He added that “my students miss school. They
want to spend time with their friends again. That's not
just a secondary concern for a school. Friendship is a
          virtue, one that helps us all become better people. 
              We need to consider friendships a priority for
               our school community.”
                   Evidently, fears about both teaching and
            learning in a virtual format extend throughout
            the S.I. community. However, these fears have
            evolved since March. 
                   Mr. Joo asserted, “my fears have changed
from being centered on my own insecurities to a fear
for student morale and learning… to resolve these fears,
I’ve tried to pivot to a deeper, more relevant
curriculum.” Ms. Gence also acknowledged, “We now
benefit from a greater experience. We have all adapted
and incorporated new and better tools that hopefully
make learning more interactive and fun… Faculty and
students are all adjusting and taking it in stride.”

Finding a way to be
successful during digital
learning proves daunting.

Jamie Gatus '21                                                                                                            Managing Editor

Feature
Students' Fears Loom Large During Digital Learning

Teachers' Fears During Digital Learning
Sofia Blenkinsop '22                                                                                                    Managing Editor
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          On the cliff side overlooking Aquatic Park, a small off-white apartment is perched ominously in a patch of
grass and coastal trees. If you were not paying attention, you probably would not have seen it. Few people know
of its history and the story of the man who died in that little house by the sea. 
          Senator David Broderick was born to an Irish family in New York and moved to California during the
1849 gold rush. He was elected to the senate in 1851 during the height of pre-Civil War legal clashes. Broderick,
an outspoken figure, ardently argued against slavery in California, for which he attracted unwanted attention
from party members and an old friend, California Supreme Court Justice David S, Terry. Over the course of
                                                                         several months, Broderick and Terry exchanged multiple fiery letters, 
                                                                         which resulted in a challenge to duel.
                                                                                  On September 13, 1859, the pair of expert marksmen, met outside       
                                                                         of city limits near Lake Merced. Just as the countdown started, 
                                                                         Broderick’s hair-trigger pistol malfunctioned and discharged. into the
                                                                         ground. Terry had been given a free shot, which he took, and fired at
                                                                         Broderick.  The wound to his lung proved fatal.  Brought to the home
                                                                        of his friend Major Leonidas Haskell, Broderick passed away three days
                                                                        later.
                                                                                  Over 150 years, there have been several tenants in the Haskell
                                                                        house. As we can read from interviews with past residents, they all 
                                                                        agreed that something was wrong with the house. Capt. Jim Knight, the
                                                                        first inhabitant of the house after Haskell, claimed that lights would 
turn on and off sporadically; toilets would flush themselves when no one was around. Capt. Everett Jones, the
next tenant, said that blot-on light fixtures would undo themselves and that pictures would fall off the walls.
Some passersby have reported a man in a suit with a black hat who looks out at the sea from a front window.
Could these phenomena be explained naturally, or is this the spirit of Senator Broderick?

          In the present day, La Llorona’s spirit, wearing a white dress
and veil, roams bodies of water while crying out, “Ay, mis hijos,”
and torments other children for sport. It is no wonder why
Mexican moms have adopted La Llorona as a way to get their kids
to listen. 
          As Maria Chavez Hernandez '21 said, “You know you're
Mexican when clowns did not scare you at the age of 3, but you
feared for your life when your mom said she had La Llorona on
speed dial every time you refused to follow directions.”

          Countless generations of Mexican
children and adults have heard the story
of La Llorona. Although no author in
particular is credited for the creation of
one of the most famous legends in
Latinx culture, each version follows
similar plot points. Legend has it that a
beautiful woman named María lives in a
humble neighborhood in México City.
She falls in love with a Spanish man who
comes from a noble family, and they go
on to get married and have two children. 
          As time passes by, her husband
rarely comes home. When María
discovers her husband is with another
woman, she becomes enraged and
drowns her children in a lake. She
immediately regrets her actions once the
children are dead, and she laments the
loss of life she caused. Unable to
withstand her wrong doings, she
commits suicide by drowning herself in
the same exact lake.

Feature
Kassy Navarete '21                                                                                                                         Contributing Editor
The Legend of La Llorona Captures Cultural Fears

The Haunted House of San FranciscoSpencer Phillips '24                                                                                                                          Contributing Editor

Haunted? Haskell House in San Francisco
Photo Credit: foundsf.org
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"La Llorona’s
Sacred Waters." 
 Mural by Juana

Alicia Araiza
(2004) located at

24th and York
Streets, San
Francisco.



          During this unprecedented year, SI now requires
freshmen to take a Wellness course for one semester. A course
originally offered only to sophomores, the class received a
refreshed format for first-year students this school year. 
          For the first 35 minutes of class, students learn about the
different frameworks of social, mental, intellectual, spiritual,
and sexual health. The topics covered as of October are
expressing gratitude, setting goals, making good habits,
combating bullying, developing empathy, and understanding
the effects of social media. 
          Meditation is one of the most important aspects of class
because it helps students to calm down and relax from all the
craziness that is online school. Most classes will start with a
meditation directed by the teacher or a YouTube video.
“Meditation has really given me the time to relax and relieve
my mind of school for a quick second,” said Tiffany Lei ’24. 
Students have a five minute break followed by the physical
education portion of class. Resistance bands and jump ropes
are important to have for the class because workouts with both
equipment are done regularly. Students perform different
exercises in front of the camera, then write down the amount
of weight they use for a resistance band and how they feel after
finishing each exercise to see if they are becoming stronger
and more fit. 
          The Wellness team at SI started meeting at the beginning
of the summer to plan the course. Although the Wellness
instructors have been teaching the class for two months now,
they continue to revise the lessons. 
          “In fact we are still meeting regularly, reviewing the
content and making changes as needed. This class is a work in
progress,” said Mr. Hickox. “I don't think anyone had any fear
or hesitation because we taught last semester using Zoom.  In
fact I think we are better teachers because of this experience.”
Even during a pandemic, teachers are becoming stronger and
smarter as they continue to teach during the ongoing school
year. 
          As for students, they are definitely learning something
new and positive every class. “I think wellness class has been
super beneficial for me. It has positively impacted my mental
health and physical health. I’ve already learned a lot about
meditation and mindfulness, as well as the importance of being
active,” said Maya Altman ’24. 

Jeslyn Oum '24       Contributing Editor

Feature
Fear Factor

How well is wellness class?
Nam Nguyen '24                                              Contributing Editor
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          We all have childhood fears,
whether we have overcome them or
not. They range from getting lost in
grocery stores to discovering an
insect on your bedroom wall. 
          The American Academy of
Pediatrics article “Understanding
Childhood Fears and Anxieties”
states that “43% of children between
ages 6 and 12 have many fears and
concerns. Among those, a fear of
darkness and animals are most
common.” 
          One of my earliest childhood
memories was running up the stairs
from the garage because I thought
some imaginary monster was
chasing me. Even though this is no
longer a fear of mine, it’s nice to
reminisce over silly fears we all had.
          Fears also can come from bad
experiences we had growing up.
Jack Quach '23 related, “For a time
as a kid, I was frightened by
escalators because I once went
tumbling down the steps while
walking on one. Luckily, my parents
and some kind strangers were able
to pick me up before the escalator
ended!” 
          Sofia Blenkinsop ‘22 is
definitely not alone as she shared
one of her past fears: “When I was
very young, I was afraid of dogs. My
neighbor had a large dog that would
jump on people as soon as they
walked through the door. But now I
love dogs!”
          Although most have
overcome their childhood phobias,
they are all a simple part of
humanity that we grow up with.
Whatever our fears may be, we can
always conquer them if we face
them. 



2020 ELECTION POLL

i n s i d e  s i

Vice President
Joseph R. Biden

Do you choose to wear masks
when in public?

4.6%

91.1%

4.3%

24.6% 23.8%
Twix

Jolly 
Ranchers

Favorite Halloween Candy!

5.3%

Election

ON THE BALLOT.. .
Which presidential candidate do you
support? 

Prop 22: Should gig economy
workers (e.g. Uber and Lyft
drivers) have the protections
of  “independent contractors”
(yes) or “regular employees”
(no)? 

Independent contracts allow for greater
job flexibility and benefits like minimum

compensation, health care subsidies, and
sexual harassment training. Regular

employee workers will have protections
like minimum wage, workers’

compensation and  overtime pay.

Inside SI  held an online poll to find out S.I.'s views on the upcoming
election, important propositions, and current events. Here, we display 

405 voices of the student body who responded to our poll. 

Prop G (San Francisco
Proposition): Should 16 and 17
year olds in San Francisco
have the right to vote in city
elections?

Prop 16: Should California reinstate
affirmative action in the UC school
system?

President 
Donald J. Trump

Reese's Peanut

Butter Cups

18.5%
Kit Kats

11%Laffy
Taffy

5.8%
3 Musketeers

Candy? Gross. I prefer the houses that
give out toothbrushes. 

4.3%
Snickers

6.8%
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In 1971, Congress passed the 26th Amendment, 
which lowered the legal voting age in the U.S. from 21 to
18. Now San Francisco is considering lowering the
voting age from 18 to 16. Many of the organizers and
supporters of this campaign are adolescents who would
like to see change in their community. 

Supporters of Vote 16 like Crystal Chan, a Lowell
High School student and one of the activists who
worked to get Vote 16 on the ballot, believe that Vote 16
will encourage youth to vote at an earlier age. Crystal
Chan and others argue that Vote 16 will give these youth
the support to make a habit out of voting.

However, others like Nate Hochman, a Republican
student activist at Colorado College, disagree. Hochman
speaks for opposers by pointing out that sixteen-year-
olds are too impressionable to be given the
responsibility to vote. Hochman fears that teens will
make irrational voting decisions by following the
choices of their peers instead of their own opinions.

But some students at Saint Ignatius are ready 
to cast their ballots. 

“I think 16-year-olds should be able to vote so
younger people have a say in the way the
government works,” said Sophie Johnson ’24. 

Shelby Evans ’24  agreed. “I think that 16-year
olds are mature enough to vote, and that giving
them this chance will empower them to take the
chance and vote for what they believe in.”

Proposition G will be on ballots in November,
so we will see if those older than 18 will support
16-year-old and 17-year-old San Francisco
residents gaining the ability to vote in local
elections.

Outside Si
Vote 16 on the Ballots

Addie Vida '24                                                                                                    Contributing Editor

Twelve percent of SI students in the Class of 
2020 chose to attend a University of California. Will
the percentage be different for the Class of 2021?  

The outcome of Proposition 16 will impact 
acceptance to these public institutions. If Proposition
16 is passed, Proposition 209 (1996), which banned
discrimination based on race, sex, and ethnicity in
public employment, education, and contracting, will
be repealed. This means that passing Proposition 16
will lead to legalizing affirmative action based on
race and ethnicity in the admissions process.

The Democratic Party of California, Governor 
Gavin Newsom, and the California Teaching
Association support Proposition 16. Supporters argue
affirmative action fights systemic racism and sexism
by leveling the playing field for women and racial
minorities. Advocates say that legalizing the
consideration of race and gender in public
employment and education would lead to a diverse
group of workers and students that accurately
represents the demographics of California.

Opponents of repealing Proposition 209 include 
the Republican Party of California, American Civil
Rights Institute, and Students for Fair Admissions, Inc.
Opponents assert passing Proposition 16 will lead to
discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, and sex.
They argue acceptance to public universities should be
completely merit-based, that preference should not be
given to any racial group. 

UC schools have already moved to remove the 
requirement of SAT/ACT testing in an effort to
encourage racial and economic diversity. Proposition
16 would provide another layer of change to the
admissions process.

Prop 16 : Affirmative Action
Ella Liang '23                                                                                                      Contributing Editor
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Luckily, these restrictions do not have to ruin
the night because there are many other fun
activities people can take part in alone or with up
to 11 close friends. One classic Halloween option is
watching a scary movie. Check out a Disney
Channel Halloween original, such as Hocus Pocus
or Halloweentown, or a true scary movie, such as
The Shining or Get Out. 

Another fun Halloween alternative is to have 
themed costume dinners with the family the week
leading up to Halloween. Some theme ideas are
characters from a favorite Netflix show, decade
outfits, or Disney characters.

There is even a drive through haunted house
being introduced in the Bay Area. People can
drive through the Pirates of Emerson Haunted
Theme Park in Alameda County to get spooked
from the safety of one’s car. 

Kathleen Malouf ’22 said that even though she
is sad she cannot have a normal Halloween, she
has plans to “bake Halloween treats and watch
Friday the 13th with three of my friends.” 

No matter what your (socially distanced) plans 
are, stay safe and have a spooky Halloween!

Halloween is a time filled with countless fears, such asghosts
and monsters, but this year we are facing the scariest thing of
all: a global pandemic. Although Halloween is supposed to be a
time to enjoy getting absolutely terrified with your friends, this
year might be a little different.

To ensure the safety of our community, the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health has released new guidelines to
make sure people can have a spooky Halloween, while
decreasing your risk of contracting and spreading coronavirus.
According to the SF government’s official website, Trick or
Treating, gatherings of more than 12 people, halloween parties,
and all halloween entertainment, such as haunted houses, are
prohibited. All of these activities pose a large risk of spreading
the virus and make it very hard for city officials to contact
trace.

Covid-19 Halloween Guidelines
Megan O'Sullivan '22                                                                                                 Contributing Editor

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Armenia
(supporting Artsakh) and Azerbaijan (supported by Turkey) has
been escalating over these past three months. This is a conflict
over which nation should occupy the Nagorno-Karabakh
region, a region seen as part of Azerbaijan but that is primarily
governed by Artsakh. 

Due to the dispute on who should control this region, 
Russia created a ceasefire between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
The ceasefire quickly failed due to the claims that each side
had broken the truce, so the conflict continues. Today,
Armenia and Azerbaijan are undergoing an armed conflict.
Although this conflict is 6,996 miles away, the Armenian
community in San Francisco is currently under attack. 

There have been multiple hate crimes directed towards San 
Francisco’s Armenian community following the recent
conflicts. These attacks are reminders of the pain induced by
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict to everyone, especially the
descendants of many Armenian survivors who fled for their
lives once before.

On September 17, the St. Gregory Armenian Apostolistic 
Church was burned down. No one was injured, but the fire
destroyed irreplaceable historical articles and religious items.

Only two days later supporters of the Azeri-
Turks fired guns at the KZV Armenian School,
which was also vandalized on July 24. These
events were intended to intimidate the Armenian
community in San Francisco. 

Vana Ekmekjian ’22, a proud descendant of 
Armenian survivors, shares how her family has
been deeply affected by these events but knows
that these failed attempts of intimidation “have
further united the Armenian diaspora in their
efforts to support Artsakh.”

Hate Crimes Against Armenians in SF
Lauren Keim '22 and Izzy Escalante '22                                                       Contributing Editors

San Franciscans raise awareness for the Armenian 
situation and show their Armenian pride

Outside Si 13



 that girls similar to teenage Doudna
face. Doudna and Charpentier’s
achievements will encourage many girls
to become involved in STEM. 

These women’s discovery also opens 
the door for scientists to cure many
diseases, like cancer and HIV. This
discovery is especially relevant during
COVID-19 because it gives us the ability
to prevent pandemics in the future.    

Some predict that CRISPR will even 
lead to the end of aging and allow
scientists to genetically modify the
physical features of humans. Many fear
that these changes could potentially
harm our society by creating
overpopulation and a “perfect” race of
humans. 

Maeley Nakamura ’22 said, “I think it 
is outstanding how women are now

          In early October, Professor
Jennifer Doudna and Professor
Emmanuelle Charpentier received
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, the
first all-female team to receive this
honor. The Laureates received this
momentous prize after making
discoveries involving CRISPR-Cas9,
an advancement seen as one of the
most life changing of our time. 

CRISPR may seem complex to 
many people, but, put simply,
CRISPR allows scientists to modify
our DNA. This will have a massive
impact on the health, appearances,
and overall lives of humans. 

Doudna was told as a high 
schooler that girls do not belong in 
 the sciences, but she and
Charpentier disproved this obstacle

          Over the last month as the
number of virus cases and
hospitalizations has decreased, San
Francisco has reopened many
businesses and loosened COVID-19
restrictions. During September,
hair salons, nail salons, piercing/
tattoo shops, gyms, and massage
establishments opened in addition
to private elementary schools as
long as each complies to approved
safety plans. 

Currently, places of worship and 
indoor dining are allowed a 50%
capacity for indoor church services.
Movie theaters are permitted with
limited capacity, but no food or
drinks. Young children are all very
excited to be permitted to go to
their local playgrounds, even if they
have to wear masks and keep a 6
foot social distance. 

Stephanie Frias ’24, who has two 
younger siblings, said, “my youngest
sibling, my brother, is ecstatic to
finally be able to go to the park and
playground with his good friend.” 

All of this, especially indoor dining 
and students returning to on-campus
school, is a huge relief to businesses
and families in San Francisco.
However, even with these restrictions
beginning to lift, many small
businesses are still struggling, so
supporting local businesses is highly
recommended.

According to sf.gov, future goals 
for changes in COVID-19 restrictions
will include middle schools reopening
in mid-October and high schools
reopening in November, both with
limited people and approved safety
plans. 

COVID-19 continues to be a huge 

being applauded with a Nobel Prize
for their hard work in STEM.” 

Doudna and Charpentier's 
discovery will definitely lead to
drastic changes in our society,
whether these changes should be
feared or welcomed remains a
mystery. Certainly, this
groundbreaking achievement will
cause gender norms within the
STEM world to change,
encouraging many women to
follow in the footsteps of Doudna
and Charpentier.

world-wide problem, and California
has experienced  many cases.  San
Francisco continually reviews and
updates its opening policies.
However, with everyone’s continued
social distancing and continued
safety precautions, hopefully life in
San Francisco will continue to
improve.

Outside SI
Female Trail Blazers in STEM : Genetic Modification

Reilly Derrick ’22                                                                                                               Managing Editor

San Francisco Loosening COVID-19 Restrictions
Kate McFarland ’24                                                                                                     Contributing Editor

Charpentier (left) and Doudna (right)
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 A lot of people also have more
time to spend with a new pet right
now because they’re working from
home. This can be especially
important for puppies, who
require a lot of training, or special
needs animals.”

Grace Brady ’23 adopted a new 
puppy during quarantine. She
shared, “I think that people like me
didn’t really have the time for a
pet before quarantine. I was able to
get my puppy because I now have
enough time to put towards taking
care of him since everything got
cancelled.”
          In total, from the SF SPCA
alone, 1752 animals have been
welcomed into new homes since
March. So, whether or not you
have considered adding a new
edition to your family, know that
your options may be limited, but
not totally restricted. SF SPCA
reminds you to adopt, not shop!

A Pawesome Pet Nation

Tradition
          The pandemic has caused
major statistics spikes: death tolls,
housing rates, unemployment, and
inflation. All of these are
unfortunate, but in times of such
tragedy and death, one good statistic
has emerged. Adoption rates have
greatly risen since the start of the
pandemic.
          Animal shelters have
practically been cleaned out from
the sheer amount of adoptions. For
the SF SPCA the demand for
animals has definitely soared.
          What exactly caused these 
adoptions? Boredom? A spontaneous
quarantine purchase? A sudden
epiphany of a missing piece in
adopters’ lives? 
          Krista from the SF SPCA gave
her insights, saying, “Pets provide
companionship, comfort, and
unconditional love, which is
something a lot of people really
need during these stressful times.

          As the 2020 presidential
election approaches, the intense
competition between the two
presidential candidates for the 2020
election Republican President
Donald Trump and former
Democratic Vice-President Joe
Biden has been heating up
nationally.

Under normal conditions, people 
above the age of 18 would go out and
vote on the presidential candidates,
other government officials, and
various issues. However, due to the
pandemic there has been a search
for an alternative to ensure safety
for voters.    

The option that has been most

commonly accepted is mail-in
voting. The plan in place is that mail
in voters can fill out a ballot and send
it to through the post office or an
official ballot box. Some Americans
think that this will lead to fraudulent
ballots. 

As the election gets closer, there 
have been reported “fake ballot
boxes” all over California. Through
investigation, officials have found
that a majority of these boxes have
been set up by the Republican party,
mostly in Southern California and in
Fresno. 

County officials have tried to
remove and ban these illegal boxes
by sending a cease and desist to the

Californian Republican Party. The
party responded by saying that they
were allowed to keep these boxes as
long as they turned in the votes to
the state government. To avoid fake
boxes, voters are urged to confirm
that the ballot box is an official one
or to vote in person.

Outside SI
Fake Ballot Boxes

Anthony Jin ’22                                                                                            Contributing Editor

Pet Adoptions Soaring in San Francisco
Leia Kwan ’23                                                  Contributing Editor

Fake (left) vs real (right) ballot boxes
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PET NATION proudly continues an
S.I. tradition with our annual calendar
that joins our community with pages
full of lovable feathered, scaled, furry,
and four-footed friends! This year, the
calendar revolves around how our pets
bring us joy—especially during these
times. If you have any entries you'd
love to submit, please visit
bit.ly/petnationcalendar! Look out for
presales later this month—if we have
enough purchases, we can feature even
more pets!    - Jack Quach '23 
 

https://bit.ly/petnationcalendar


For the past couple of decades, it’s been clear that our country’s politics have 
become more polarized. However, the Judicial branch has constantly been the
most approved branch of government. A Gallup poll from this past summer had
the high court’s approval at 58%. However, it doesn’t take a Gallup poll to realize
that the process to confirm judges to the bench has become more and more
divisive. 

One could easily trace the beginnings of that change to 1987 and the 
confirmation hearings of Robert Bork. The expectation was that if the nominee
was qualified and within the judicial mainstream – whether conservative or
liberal – the nominee would be confirmed in an overwhelmingly bipartisan
manner. When President Reagan nominated Robert Bork, a scholar of legal
conservatism and undoubtedly qualified, that expectation was shattered. For
arguably the first time, a nominee’s judicial philosophy was the center of debate.
Tom Goldstein, a Supreme Court reporter, told NPR in 2012 that “the nomination
changed everything, maybe forever.” 

Now, fast forward to 2003. President Bush nominated Miguel Estrada to serve 
on a federal appeals court. Democrats employed the filibuster, which requires 60
votes to confirm the nominee, in a partisan fashion for the first time. Not once,
not twice, but seven times. The reason: his judicial philosophy. Estrada eventually
withdrew his name.

In 2013, then Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid removed the filibuster for all federal court nominees (the 60 
vote threshold remained in place for the Supreme Court). The move was in response to Senator Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s steadfast opposition to most of President Obama’s nominees. Then, in the final year of his
term, Obama nominated Judge Merrick Garland to fill the late Justice Antonin Scalia’s seat. Within hours of
Scalia’s death, the now Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said the Senate would not consider a nominee in an
election year. On January 3, 2017, Garland’s nomination expired. 

When President Trump put forth Neil Gorsuch’s name to fill the vacancy in mid-2017, Senate Democrats 
employed the filibuster. Leader McConnell promptly removed the filibuster rule, requiring a simple majority.
The chaotic Kavanaugh hearings then yielded the tightest confirmation vote in modern history: 50-48. 

In the wake of Justice Ginsburg’s death, the President nominated Judge Amy Coney Barrett. Both 
Democrats and Republicans used the exact opposite rationale that they did in 2016 regarding the Garland
confirmation. Judge Amy Coney Barrett was confirmed and sworn in on October 26, 2020, by another partisan
final vote.  

The confirmation votes of judicial nominees for all levels have increasingly become more and more partisan. 
The expectation is now that if a Senator has a different philosophy than the nominee – regardless of
qualifications – the nominee is therefore unqualified and the senator will vote “no.” This problem will not get any
better until our senators understand that there is more than one reasonable judicial philosophy.

Outside Si
Supreme Court History : How Did We Get Here?

Luke McFadden '22                                                                          Associate Editor for Production

Catherine Young '22                                                    Contributing Editor
Amy Coney barrett's Confirmation

Amy Barrett, who studied law at Notre Dame Law School, became a Federal 
Judge in 2017. Barrett is a devout Catholic. She holds conservative views on topics
such as abortion, gun control, LGBTQ rights, and immigration. She provides a
unique perspective as the mother of a child with down syndrome and the mother
of two adopted children from Haiti.

The Senate confirmed Barrett as a Supreme Court Justice on October 26, only 
a week before the election, with a 52-48 vote. Barrett was nominated by Trump in
late September to fill RBG's spot. Republicans have approved Barrett before the
end of President Trump's term and in time to rule on any post-election decisions.
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The fear of college is not a 
novelty – it is rather a very daunting
task. Nationwide, only about 45% of
high school students feel ready for
college and/or careers. However, the
American Psychological Association
reports a further 65% of all applicants
to colleges feels a “sense of anxiety”
regarding this issue. On top of the
general fear of acceptance rates and
ensuring that one’s essays are the
best, this year's college process comes
during a time of unprecedented
political and environmental turmoil,
with a critical election less than a
month away and coronavirus
restrictions still heavily enforced
(seriously, wear your masks!). 

Senior Sean Sullivan
voiced his concern for such affairs,
saying, “College is scary because the
chance of getting rejected is high, and
the expectations are only made.

higher by the competitive nature of
it.” Senior Elly Fry-Ross expanded on
this, mentioning the fear of not
getting in, and the endless stream of
deadlines slowly approaching seniors.

Senior Jasper Hunsinger 
also spoke of how Covid-19 has made
the process much more complicated
and challenging; however, he also
mentioned how he is “nervous yet
excited about the added freedom and
responsibility traditionally associated
with going off to college.”

There are a myriad of
things to give one anxiety in these
times, but it is important to recall
that many are also going through this
with you, and you should reach out
to help one another. Despite these
daunting tasks, some have found
ways to help the college process
down into more manageable ways. 

        Senior Aidan Aherne
spoke of his experience, saying,
“just realizing that I have some time
to get things done, and that it's
better to get things done now rather
than later definitely helps avoid
stress in the long run.”

So in essence, there’s a lot 
of heavy feelings surrounding the
college process; however, that is not
to say you must face them alone.
Many are going through a similar
experience, so reach out to one
another, especially during this
period of quarantine and isolation.

And remember, no matter 
when, where, or if you are applying
to college, it is important to find a
balance between work and time to
spend with friends. After all, there's
only so much time we have left.

SI News

Matthew Caldwell '21                                                                                                 Managing Editor

College Conundrum
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Students wearing pink clothes and accessories on zoom for Breast Cancer Awareness Month Pink Day on
Friday, October 24th. SI students dressed in pink, showed pink Zoom backgrounds, and displayed pink
accessories to bring awareness to Breast Cancer research.  The class with the most enthusiastic pink gear
won a class prize! Thank you to everyone for participating in this successful virtual event and donating to
raise money for breast cancer research.

Josie Wall '21                                                                                                                   Editor-in-Chief
Pink Day Zoom-style



usually would, and that they spend
too much time on their screens.
Many of the students' comments
agree with or are similar to that of
Micaela Nasrah ’21 who noted that
“it’s way more stressful” compared
to in-school learning. Similarly,
Isabel Escalante ’22 mentioned that
she feels like “we are spending way
too much time on our screen due to
getting so much work” and that
“online school feels more stressful."

While many students are
feeling overwhelmed from an
increased workload and screen
time, others opened up as to what
has been helping them during
virtual learning. Sarah Mullins ’23
enthusiastically stated that
“Wednesday breaks are awesome!”
and that “opening 

up the campus for sports is
awesome!" 

Recently, Fall Sports
teams were approved for
conditioning on campus, allowing
students to step away from screens
and safely interact with fellow
classmates. Students Courtney Yee
’21 and Emily Chin ’21 both
mentioned  that online learning
gives them “a schedule and a routine
to follow” which helps guide them
through their studies throughout the
day.

Lastly, Sahil Maurice ’21 said that 
he feels as if “the teachers are trying
to be more understanding” of the
way students are feeling and how
online school is affecting them.
Whether a student is a sophomore or
a senior, everybody copes with the
stress of online learning differently.

Living during a pandemic 
can be unnerving, and so is attempting
to learn during these scary times. For
the last two semesters, SI students
have been attending virtual classes.
Students get up, log into zoom classes,
do homework, and then go to sleep.
After a while students start to feel
something called zoom fatigue due to
sitting in front of the screen all day
every day. 

When asking the SI student 
body about how SI has helped them
cope with the realities of 
online learning, the majority of the
comments express the same thing: it
really hasn’t. Most students, ranging
mainly from seniors to sophomores,
mention that online learning feels
more stressful than on-campus
learning. They feel as if teachers
assign more homework than they 

SI News

Coping With Virtual Learning During CoviD-19

     Elly Fry-Ross '21                                                                                                 Managing Editor

18

        It is with great sadness that I share with you that Fr. Robert Walsh '68, SJ passed away
at the Sacred Heart Center in Los Gatos on Saturday, October 24th after a long bout with
pancreatic cancer. Fr. Walsh served as SI's president from 2006 to 2012. A fifth-
generation Californian, Fr. Walsh was born in San Francisco on Aug. 30, 1950, and reared
in Westlake, where he attended Our Lady of Mercy School. 
         He joined the Society of Jesus after graduating from SI in 1968. After his ordination
in 1980, Fr. Walsh served as a priest, teacher, novice director, campus minister and
administrator, including at SI, where he served as campus minister in the 1980s; at
Bellarmine, where he worked as assistant principal in the 1990s; at Loyola High School in
Los Angeles, where he served as principal and president; at SI as president from 2006-
2012; and finally at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles where he was the
Director of the Center for Catholic Education before becoming Chancellor. 
       I spoke with Robert recently and he was very alert and expressed gratitude to and
fondness for his friends at SI. Before his death, Fr. Walsh expressed how much at peace
he was and especially how grateful he was being surrounded by his brother Jesuits. Once
large gatherings are allowed, we will hold a memorial service for Fr. Walsh in Orradre
Chapel on SI's campus.

—Excerpt from school announcement by President Fr. Reese, S.J. 

In Memoriam: Fr. Robert Walsh, S.J.
Fr. Eddie Reese, S. J.                                                                     President

Fr. Walsh, S.J. led the SI Community with
integrity, generosity, and spirit.  

Rest in Peace  



Now-a-days, students’ heads are in a
flux of fearful thoughts: worries
about the Math test you forgot to
study for, scary hype for the spooky
season, and, of course, the dreaded
coronavirus. Yet, amidst all the
chaos, a certain question seems to
linger in the minds of all: When will
SI reopen? As of now, the answer to
this question remains uncertain. In
late September, SI sent out a letter of
intent to the San Francisco
Department of Health (SFDPH) and
secured a place on 

there are plans to open school
again in November; but, with high
school campuses having little
priority and coronavirus cases
forever fluctuating, it is hard to set
an exact date for the reopening of
SI. Hopefully, we will be able to
meet our goal of 9th & 10th graders
returning to campus in November.  
In order to debrief SI’s reopening
arrangements, an interview with
Ms. Levine was conducted:

The SFDPH is set to conduct an on-campus evaluation on Thursday October 29th.  What has the SI
administration done to prepare for the inspection, specifically what measures have been taken in order to
“covid-proof” SI?

“I’m having to...think way back to think of all the things we’ve done. But, right 
out of the gate...we have rearranged each classroom space so that it fits a number 
of chairs in it that is appropriate for that cohort...you might only have eight 
students in that cohort or there might be fifteen students. So the class has been 
arranged so that the highest number of students that are coming back fit in that 
classroom perfectly and all the desks are six feet apart. So that’s taking a tremendous
 amount of work...In some classrooms we had to take out cabinets to provide that 
space. We’ve prepared with signage...We hung our signage from the ceiling...and 
there’re signs outside of every room that says highest occupancy. All the doors are
 propped open...when you walk down the stairwells, this time you'll be going down
 one way and up one way. There won’t be two-way traffic...Everything will be as 
open as it can be.”

SI News

SF’s list of schools expected to
reopen. The next step for approval
was an onsite inspection on October
29th, to ensure SI is fully prepared
and “covid-proofed” for on-campus
learning. In an email to SI parents,
principal of SI Ms. Levine noted, “the
City has stated that elementary
schools will be allowed to reopen
first, followed by middle schools,
then high schools, so it's unlikely that
students will be able to return until
November.” As Ms. Levine stated, 

Based on the measures you have taken, how
confident are you that we will pass this inspection?

“I am really confident! I am not thinking that we will
get through the first time. It would be really difficult
to meet all of the criteria that they’re looking for in
that the criteria sometimes changes. But, I know
enough–I was there when they came to walk through
the Fr. Sauer Academy–about what they were looking
for, that we were able to prepare really well. There are
always surprises. My prediction is that they’ll [SFDPH]
come through and have suggestions for
things that we’ll have to change”

Understandably, a lot of attention has been placed on
making sure COVID-19 regulations are followed in
the new hybrid school model. However, we haven’t
covered other important safety issues such as fire
drills and lockdowns. How will SI carry out these
procedures and maintain social distance? 

“I don’t know if I can answer quite yet. We’ve been in
touch with SFDPH to ask the question as to whether or
not we will have drills... When you have half the kids
on campus, you all can go to the same place where you
always go and distance. I don’t know if it will be six
feet, but it would be outdoors, you’d have your mask,
etc..."

Exclusive Interview with Ms. Levine: Reopening of SI
Lauren Mandel '22                                                                                                   Managing Editor
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Signage around the campus will 
safely direct students to their 

classrooms. 
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If the SFDPH approves the reopening of SI and we
move into the Group A and B Hybrid model, how will
SI ensure in-person classes and virtual zooms are
equally effective? How will teachers balance the two
platforms?

“We’ve struggled a lot in thinking about that. The
technology we’re going to have is the OWL...a piece of
technology that follows whoever is speaking in the
room. So, students who are watching from home can see
the entire classroom...but when one person is speaking it
just zooms in on them. It works pretty well. There will
also be times when teachers will be providing..a different
set of instructions...for the people at home. We’re really
concerned with teachers doing double work...We’re
trying to make things as easy as possible. We’re just
going to have to track and assess what in-person class
looks like compared to being at home. So, we’ll have to
do surveys for students, so you can tell us how its
working, and we’ll readjust from there.”

According to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Protection), coronavirus
can remain on surfaces from hours to days. How will SI ensure germs and
bacteria are completely eliminated before sets of new students enter a classroom?

 “There is no way to ensure that germs and bacteria are completely eliminated.
What we know about COVID-19 is that air transmission droplets are our biggest
concern. The focus at the beginning of Covid was really heavy on surfaces, but
now...researchers have found it is a lot harder for people to pick up Covid from
surfaces.  We know now  that deep cleaning for coronavirus isn’t necessary. The
CDC and Department of Public Health never talk about deep cleaning, but about
wiping down surfaces. It can be killed fairly easily. So we have rigorous cleaning
rituals...you should see our maintenance staff at school...they’re amazing. They
continue to wipe down the doorknobs, and any frequently high-touched areas...not
just once or twice a day. We're going to ask that you wipe down your desk and
sanitize your hands in the classroom.”

I understand that you have mentioned how
students can do their part in the reopening of SI,
but would you like to use this platform to reiterate
the measures you would like students to take in
order to ensure the reopening occurs?

“Some people are really paying attention and
making sure they’re not going to large gatherings
and parties, and others are not. I’m really
concerned about that, and I’m also concerned
about people being in the position of tattling on
each other... I’m concerned that there will be a lot
of time occupied seeking out information from
students and families on what they’re doing outside
of school. That becomes a situation where no one is
having fun anymore, we’re just living in an
atmosphere where we can’t trust each other. Have
you heard about Marin Catholic? Just this week
they shut down the school because students had a
party...for a large group of students. So the
principal there...shut down the school for two
weeks...My heart would break to do it, it would be
so hard for me, because I want the students back so
bad, but if I have to look at the concerns of the
greater community around me, and make a
decision like that, I will. I just need people to be
making good, rational decisions...I’m not asking for
perfection. I do ask, when people gather in small
groups, that they’re outdoors and have their masks
on and that people are being safe as we’ve been
asked to be. We’re asking you everyday [to be] men
and women with and for others.”

And, on a more personal note, are you enjoying the
peace and quiet, or are you missing us loud and moody
teenagers roaming the halls? 

“It’s terrible to work without teenagers. I can easily say
this for myself: you don’t get into this work because you
want to be sitting in your office doing work alone with a
mask on. I’ve also felt really inspired by the energy in the
building, and I work better with noise...The more that’s
going on around me, the better. I can’t wait..and all the
administrators feel that way. Honestly, we are all rather
miserable without kids.”
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Father Reese went on to say,
“Although Ms. Levine and the faculty
are working tirelessly to safely
reopen, it’s difficult because of San
Francisco county policy.” San
Francisco county policy is more strict
than other counties, so SI may open
later than other schools. However,
Father Reese says, “I am proud of the
teachers and their creative ways to
engage their students.”
          Despite the loneliness and
uncertainty, Father Reese, Ginger,
and Roger have found some positives
during this time. They have been
walking all through the SI halls and
up and down Ocean beach. Father
Reese also believes that some more
efficient things may stick. He says,
“Some virtual meetings may stick
while some may be in person. But
think about how much easier it is to
do group work online versus
commuting everyday.”

          A bright side of distance learning
is having the time to phone those  we
care about. I recently checked in with
Father Reese to see how he and (of
course) Roger and Ginger are coping
during remote learning. 
          First and foremost, Father Reese
began by saying, “The Jesuits are good.
We are all safe and healthy. We check
temperatures everyday.”
          However, like most faculty
members, Father Reese and his dogs
feel discomfort while wandering the
studentless halls of SI. He says, “Where
is everybody? They (my dogs) know
something is wrong.”  He misses
talking to the students, and Roger
misses being fed by them.

This saved commuting time can
be used for walks or sleep so a
person can be well rested to
attend virtual FML. Father Reese
said, “It’s not in person, but it
connects us as a student body and
that’s what’s important.” 
          Father Reese and SI’s most
beloved dogs are definitely
planning on celebrating
Halloween. Father Reese even
revealed that, “Everyday is
Halloween for Ginger. She runs
into any open door and grabs a
treat!” But when it comes to a
costume, the dogs’ ensemble is
TBD. But the scoop on Father
Reese’s costume is being Mr.
Glosser. “Go Cats” and Happy
Halloween from Father Reese,
Ginger, and me!

SI News 21
AN UPDATE WITH FATHER REESE AND HIS DOGS

Fiona McNamara '21                                                                                                  Editor-in-Chief

Father Reese and Ginger pose for their Zoom close up.
Father Reese is not the only one in the administration

who likes to dress up! Check out these photos of Mr.
Glosser and Ms. Devincenzi from Halloween's past. 
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Since the program’s inception in 1997, SI 

community members have gone to the Ignatian
Family Teach-in for Justice, a faith-based social
justice advocacy program that brings together the
Ignatian family from around the nation. Originally
created to protest the United State’s involvement
in the murder of Jesuit justice leaders in El
Salvador during its civil war, the teach-in has 

evolved into a weeklong
series of seminars on faith
integrated with justice and
the social issues of our
modern world. This year is
no different even though
the IFTJ cannot take place 

in person; instead, over 500 members of the SI
community attended the virtual teach-in.

This year, members of Junior class will study 
and discuss the presentations and it will be
incorporated into the ethics curriculum. Additionally,
some Seniors will attend for Core Service projects
through a program headed by Ms. Setiady and Ms.
Lopez. . Although the event lasts just one week,
members of delegations can access the on-demand,
pre recorded content until August 2021. This year, Ms.
Lopez, Ms. Setiady, and Mr. Lannan led the delegation
and Mr. White served as an Ignatian Network Speaker
at 9:15 on Sunday, Oct. 25th  for a session reflecting on
the theme: “Breaking Open Prophetic Resilience:
Breaking Down and Building Up."

IFTJ 2020

Below is a condensed interview with
delegation leader Ms. Lopez on IFTJ

Inside SI: what is your experience with the IFTJ?

Ms. Lopez: I first attended the conference as a
college student. It helped bring practical real life
examples of how to incorporate what I learned in the
classroom and my passion for justice and the
mission of the Jesuits. I was able to connect the life
experiences I was hearing from the people in IFTJ to
the service work and activism I was doing in East LA
and Dolores Mission.

Inside SI: Why is this a unique and special
opportunity for SI students? 

Ms. Lopez: [IFTJ] offers very practical examples to
students. Hearing from people from different
organizations talk about how they are living out
Jesuit ideals such as faith that does justice] and doing
in their own lives, but also as a school, or
community is really unique and special. It is also the
largest catholic justice gathering in North America.

Inside SI: What should SI Students know about the
IFTJ this year? 

Ms. Lopez: Delegates will have access to the content
for nine months. The program will edify your own
faith life and passion for justice. This year it is
awesome that the content is self-paced and [IFTJ] has
introduced a new networking feature to mimic the
in-person experience.

Luke Veit '21                                                                                                       Editor-in-Chief

"I was very hesitant about a virtual IFTJ, but I was
incredibly surprised at how smoothly it went.
This was my 9th year attending the IFTJ and my
experience was still grounded in prayer,
education and action. I love being part of this
community and felt awesome energy, even
through the screen."

- Ms. Miguens

"One of the most profound experiences from
attending the IFTJ was attending a break-out session
that reexamined the Church's image. When we refer
to activism and especially the church's image, we
create a universal image of what an activist or a Jesuit
should look/think. Leaving IFTJ, the greatest lesson
that I have learned is that the practice of homogeneity
is destructive to complacency in social justice; the SI
delegation to IFTJ will continue to expect diversity in
dialogue and ideas to ensure positive social change."

                     - Melissa Hua '23

Although I’m not catholic, I loved IFTJ. Jesuits just
do social justice right. IFTJ helped deepen not only
my understanding of individual justice issues, but
how they interact with social systems, governing
bodies, geography, and faith. Very cool. 10/10.
Would go again.

       - Olivia Mills '21

It's hard to feel a sense of the collective spirit in
gathering online; but, the hope-filled conviction of the
conference speakers contrasts so sharply with the dark
tones to the discourse in this year's election that it stood
out for me, even online.
                                              - Mr. Lannan 

Mr. White offers a reflection 
during IFTJ 2020.
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       As climate change has become
an increasingly prevalent factor in
the fate of humanity, SI’s Green
Team has remained far from
silent on the issue. Since the start
of the pandemic, the Green Team
has grown an active Instagram
presence–@greenteamsi–to share
diverse means of information
with its members and beyond.
The social media page has
featured plant-based recipes, eco-
friendly living tips, climate news,
and resources for students to learn
more about environmental
activism and ways to participate
from home. 
         Given the current state of the
world, in-person activities have
been limited. Fortunately, the
Green Team was able to facilitate
its first environmental event of
the year: a socially-distanced
beach cleanup. On September
12th, over fifty members of the
club met at Ocean Beach to pick
up trash and take one step closer
to a healthy planet.  
          

    As the year continues, the Green
Team plans to host a monthly beach
cleanup at various beach locations
within the Bay Area, hoping to
encourage attendance from all SI
students, not limited to club members.
      In the beginning of October, leaders
of the Green Team met with
enthusiastic moderators Mr. Tom
Murphy and Mr. Stace Felder on
partnering to create a Sustainability
page on SI’s main website. Currently in
development, it will likely consist of
four to six sections, showcasing what SI
has done for sustainability in the past,
what they plan to do in the future, and
environmental resources for students,
parents, and community members, and
student stories/features. These student
features will be the highlight of the
page, displaying five to six members of
the Green Team who will share why
they are dedicated to protecting the
planet. 
       The Green Team’s president, senior
Natalie Tam, has been hard at work on
the  creation of this page and believes
strongly in its significance to the SI
community. 

Natalie explained, “This page will
show that SI is truly committed
to the environment. It will serve
as a way to hold ourselves
accountable for the actions our
school takes and plans to take in
the future. We will showcase
students’ voices and why
sustainability is important to us
as a community. We hope
parents, students, and rising
freshmen can see our
sustainability page and be
inspired by the work of our
club.”

SI NEWS
Fear of Climate Change Getting You Down? Green Team takes action 

Dory Miller '22                                                                                                          Contributing Editor

Dory Miller '22                                                                                                         Contributing Editor

Si Yoga Club: Mindfulness in

Stressful Times 

        As a result of the COVID-19
pandemic, existing mental health
conditions of countless adolescents
have exacerbated, while many find
themselves experiencing them for
the first time. New to SI this year,
the Yoga Club aims to use yoga as a
tool to combat the dangers of
suffering mental health. 
     Since September, Mr. Brian
Davis, the club’s moderator, has
provided members with his virtual
yoga classes.

At the end of every session, Mr. Davis
leads participants in a guided
meditation to reflect on the practice.
Member Maeley Nakamura ’22 has
regularly attended Mr. Brian’s morning
classes, describing them as a way to
“find positive intentions for my day
and gain the strength to carry them
with me.”
      To acquire a stronger gauge on the
immensely powerful effects of yoga, I
sought a conversation with Mr. Davis
himself.

How has the philosophy of yoga
changed your approach to life?
''I focus and dedicate my whole
life’s being to the Yamas and
Niyamas (yoga’s teachings on how
to live outwardly for others and
inwardly for the self). As I continue
to learn past the physicality of
yoga, I have seen that it is a way of
showing up for yourself and
cleansing internally.”

(cont'd on p. 23)

Recycling is so important because 
it reduces pollution and helps fight

climate change
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          Over the past few months,
Instagram has taken on a new role
within the SI community,
connecting students through
various virtual activities and events.     
          One account taking advantage
of Instagram is SI’s student-life
announcements page, @siwildcats.
Implementing segments such as
“Senior Spotlight” and posting daily
morning prayers, this account has
taken a positive approach to
distance learning. Junior class
council member Jackie Acosta said,
“One thing we decided to do as a
student council was to utilize our
Instagram in order to provide
students an outlet away from
school work.” 
          Using Instagram to connect
and inform students, this account
has made the most out of a
negative situation and helped keep
students hopeful for the future.     
          Also finding a fresh way to
engage students virtually is the
freshman Instagram account,
@saintignatius2024. On
Wednesday, October 14th, the
account held an Instagram-story
club fair, in which all SI clubs
contributed a single-page story
containing details about their club
and how to sign up. 

In response to the event, the sophomore
class council said, “it motivated
freshmen to get involved in SI’s
community as well as meet new people
they will be learning with for years to
come.”     
          Speaking of clubs, almost every
club run at SI now has its own Instagram
page, where they post about upcoming
events and meetings. Over the past few
months, these now virtual clubs’ uses of
Instagram have changed immensely.
Jackie Acosta described this shift by
saying, “I have seen Instagram transition
from a platform solely for showing off
places you've been, and people you're
with to a platform that aims to uplift.” 
          This newfound positive focus is a
result of students’ motivation to uphold
the quality and enjoyment of clubs in
the past. Despite being held back by
Covid-19 restrictions, Instagram has
allowed these club leaders to continue to
provide students with somewhat normal
club experiences.    
          With school one-hundred percent
online and athletics postponed this
semester,  Instagram has seemed to
connect and engage the SI community.
There seems to be no limit to the
creative ways SI students will overcome
these difficult times.

Instagram is a very popular form of
communication during this pandemic

 Hannah Angsten '22                                                                                        Contributing Editor

(cont'd from p.  22)

Since beginning your practice,
what changes have you noticed in
your mental health and overall
wellbeing?
 “Yoga has completely changed my
life. Compared to now, I was a
largely future-oriented person who
constantly calculated how I  moved
in the world. With this, life moved
away from me and I was unable to
be present and connect with my 

surroundings. I have a lot of things going
on in my life, but yoga allows me to detach
and prioritize my wellbeing.”

What do you hope to accomplish from
the yoga club?
“I want members to find a sense of
personal freedom and a space where they
can find radical self-love rather than
judgement. SI is in need of a community
not rooted in winning or completion of
assignment or task, but just a space where
you feel complete. This club will prioritize
finding a space to appreciate the mind,
body, and spirit.”

The Evolving Role of Instagram During Covid-19 

Covid-19 has changed our daily
 norms and has forced us to be
more creative 

Yoga can help
strengthen our mental

health during these
stressful times

SI NEWS 24
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      With everything going on in the
world right now, the discrimination
of the Black and African American
community has been called to our
attention and is at the forefront of
many people’s minds.  The SI
community came together to discuss
racism in America through an
Alumni Town Hall. On October 15th,
over one thousand students, alumni,
parents, and faculty joined the Zoom
meeting to listen to five different
panelists share their experiences. 
  Dr. Kristel Nazzal ’99, the
moderator, started off by saying, “We
all have biases and stereotypes,
regardless of racial or ethnical
backgrounds.” She encouraged
everyone to listen with an open
mind, as several of the panelists
shared their experiences as a person
of color. Dr. Davin Brown ’96 said, “I
knew the way I navigated spaces,
positive or negative, my community
would be 

held responsible.”          
     Kobe Flowers ’90 shared, “If you
don’t know how to code switch, then
the consequences can be damaging,”
referring to being himself when he is
with other people of color, but acting
like someone he is not when he is
with others. 
    Three of the five panelists de-
scribed talking to their children about
encounters with the police and two
shared how they felt about tokenism. 
     As Cecily Clemens ’90, who does
not identify as BIPOC, put it, “[We
need to] unlearn education and
relearn the realities of our society… It
is incredible, the things we don’t
learn.”       
     Josh Hunt ’96 remarked, “This is
not a black-white thing. This is an
humanitarian issue.” Racism is still
present and by simply ignoring it, we
are part of the problem. We can’t say
that humanity is united if a whole
community of people is being
mistreated.

        When asked what she wanted
people who are not of color to
know, Dr. Davin Brown  ’96
presented the idea of allyship:
“Allyship is a verb. It requires
action.” 
     At the end of the meeting,
Principal Michelle Levine shared
what SI has been doing to combat
racism; referring individuals to
SI’s website which further
describes the school's efforts to
confront racism:
https://www.siprep.org/
about-us/magis/
confronting-racism.
   Panelists asked that the SI
community take action now, to
stand in solidarity with our Black
brothers and sisters. Taking
action means being aware of our
own biases, educating ourselves
and unlearning these biases, and
then advocating change in
policies and laws. When we are all
allies we can make a better world.

Sydni Karanian '23                                                                                              Contributing EditorSI ALUMNI GROUP HOSTS Race Forum
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          ZOOM BREAKOUT ROOMS–
a BIG fear of most freshmen out
there. Talking and working with the
people students don’t know gets
awkward, especially over zoom. 
          Usually when put into breakout
rooms, teachers give students tasks,
whether it’s asking each other
questions or working together on an
assignment. Freshmen don’t know
who they will be put with, who they
are, and who should  talk first. 
          Isabella Alacantra ’24 said, “I
feel like breakout rooms can be
especially awkward for those who are
more introverted. I’ve had moments
where I would join a breakout room
and literally everyone had their
cameras and mics off. I’m always like
’uh should I wait for them or should I
say something?’”
          

Ryan Stefancic ’24 explained, “I feel
like it can really depend on the
people present.
          I found that if one person is
super exuberant or talkative, the rest
of us follow. But most of the time, we
end up only answering the question
then muting and turning off our
cameras. For instance this guy was in
a breakout room with three other
people and me. We ended up talking
a lot because he kept the
conversation going.”
          “I think that breakout rooms
are awkward but sometimes fun, too,
and it’s a great way to meet people!”
Madison Farrell ’24 said. Here are
some less-positive stories: Penelope
Cheun-Tolley ’24 recalled, “During
this one breakout room, we were
supposed to be working in a group
on a worksheet. 
          

The two other people in the room
went on mute and turned off their
cameras. I did the same and we
worked in silence for 15 minutes.”  
          Dina Frenkel ’24 put it like this,
“Breakout rooms are the opposite of
what they’re supposed to be, no one
talks whatsoever and it’s more useful
to talk as a class with a teacher rather
than sit in silence when you're
supposed to be doing something
productive.”

CJ Linstrand ’24 simply said, “It's 
just a group of people with cameras
and mics turned off.”
           So freshmen–  we’re all
experiencing the same things. It’s
really tough trying to meet new
people, and I know the struggle of
zoom–everybody does! Let’s hope we
return to campus soon and put our
fears of breakout rooms in the past!

 Shea Tran '24                                                                                                         Contributing Editor
THE Freshman Fear of Breakout Rooms

https://www.siprep.org/%20about-us/magis/%20confronting-racism
https://www.siprep.org/%20about-us/magis/%20confronting-racism
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       Before we introduce the next cast members of the Freshmen Closeup,             let’s catch up with last year's Frosh Five as
                                                                                                    they begin to navigate the Sophomore seas! 

Summer
Jackson Francis Lau

Izzy de Souza

So far, I have been involved in S.I.’s dance workshop, mixed chorus, 
      and chamber singers! I hope to not only build new bonds and
               memories, but also build character and grow as a person.

                             Throughout freshman year, some more activities I hope to be 
                          involved in include volleyball, the dance and drill team, and a few 
       community engagement clubs!

                   I’ve been involved in the 
              SITV club, and I’m looking
forward to trying out for the dance
and drill team!

Jazmine "jazz" 
hernandez

While I stay at home, I like to draw
and watch movies with my family.
During quarantine, this has been a
great way to connect with my family
members. 

Niamh "Nia" Concannon

              I’ve been participating in Cross Country and 
       dabbling in the polyglot club. 

       My favorite class currently is biology. I’ve made some 
       pretty amazing friends in breakout rooms. Hopefully 
              one day we will meet in real life and eat lunch 
               together!

A group of family friends first
told me about SI. I went to
shadow, and it blew my already
high expectations out of the
water!

I’m a part of the Junior Classical
League, which is a club 
for Latin students. I’m
 also on the lower division
“Certamen” team, which is
 a Roman-themed quiz game.
And I’m also a writer for Inside
SI!

spencer
"spence"
phillips

I decided to join S.I. because of its inclusive
and diverse environment. The school felt
like a community to me and I felt very
welcomed there when I shadowed!

This year, I have been involved with club
soccer and club volleyball, which I've
participated in since I was young.

      I’m having fun out in the field as I enjoy
one of my favorite sports, field hockey!

During my Freshman year, I want to explore
the Performing arts program, and I hope to
continue my love for music
    through band.

The 2nd edition of the Freshmen Closeup is featuring seven freshmen as they dive into their S.I. experience! Class of 2024 remember that
you can use this corner as a space to connect and relate with your fellow classmates in a unique year! We are all finding new ways to

connect, so Sophomores and upperclassmen, take this opportunity to relive the memories of Freshman year, walk in the footsteps of the
Class of ‘24, and share your guidance with the new Wildcats. 

 I was lucky to be able to go
upstate and spend some
time up there during the

summer. I even went
ziplining!

#1 Quaran-TV Show: 
Money Heist

INTRODUCING THE FRESHMEN OF THE FUTURE

Hope for Sophomore year?

I hope that we can go back
to school and see the

campus once again this
year!

#1 Quaran-TV Show:
Futurama

It's ok in an uncomfortable
situation, whether it involves
talking to a teacher or even

just being with new
people...lean into discomfort!

#1 Quaran-TV Show: 
Grey's Anatomy

SI News

Favorite Distance Learning

Activity!
A hobby I want to continue

is learning how to
skateboard with my friends!

#1 Quaran-TV Show:
Avatar the Last Airbender

Summer Break Memory Weirdest moment during

quarantine?

 I tried to bake cookies... and
they turned out to be super

tall.

#1 Quaran-TV Show: 
Money Heist

Advice for the Freshmen?

Philip 
Luongo 111

Eve Goodrow

Isabella "Isa" Alacantara

megan "megs" Stecher

Nam "the Hammer"  Nguyen

I've been involved in programs such
as Inspirit Artificial 
Intelligence program, 
USTA tennis league 
team and tournaments, 
Spelling Bee, and 
community service.

My favorite quarantine snack 
is Swedish Fish and my favorite TV 
   show is All American.

Cayden "CTu" Tu
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       When Halloween plans ramped
up again this year, kids throughout
America experienced their parents’
new and heightened sense of
paranoia. In past Halloweens, some
parents might have been afraid that
their children would be exposed to
dirty, expired, even poisoned
Halloween candy. 
      In the early 1980s, the Tylenol
killings even sparked a mass hysteria
that led to the cancellation of many
children’s Halloweens. However, in
2020 a new fear cropped up:
Halloween Virus. I am sure that
many children have experienced the
nausea that comes with the gorging
of trick-or-treating candy, but in this
year, there is a larger sickness to fear.
    The reasons not to trick or treat in 

Courtney Yee ’ 21                                                                                                           Contributing Editor

Op-Ed
The Fear of Growing Up

      An article by The Cut revealed
that only 6% of us end up in our
dream career from our childhood.
There are multiple factors that can
contribute to this, but the main one
I’m addressing is the premature need
to “grow up” and prepare for the
adult world. Take those APs to earn
college credits and increase the
“academic rigor” of your schedule,
choose courses that are related to
what you want to major in, start a
club in the field you want to pursue
– we are already having to plan these
things in advance in order to “get
ahead” of the curve, or even just to
keep up with everyone else following
the same path. While we’re fortunate
to have education and career
guidance, this pressure contributes to
the larger problem of stress and
anxiety. How are we supposed to
prepare for a future when we aren’t
even sure what we want to pursue for
the next 40+ years? Of course, there
can be multiple paths one takes in
life, but it’s traditionally cheaper and
more efficient to stick with one main
interest and work to master that
field.
     So what now? How can we
overcome this fear, along with the
question of what to do with our lives? 

     While I’m sure these questions
can be answered through a healthy
dose of Ignatian Spirituality, I have a
few other suggestions beginning with
advice that most of us have heard
before: do what you like or what
you’re interested in, and try
something new. Additionally,
something that helped me was the
realization that I’m not alone; many
of us (even college students, grad
students, and adults going through
midlife crises) don’t know what they
want to do and that’s okay. Try not to
dwell on the future. Instead, focus
more on what you currently enjoy.
We grow and our interests change so
rapidly that you’ll eventually know
what you want to pursue.  Don’t
compare your personal growth to
others – we are all finding our way at
our own pace. Listen to that voice
inside of you, and if all else fails, take
a Myers-Briggs test or read some
philosophy. There’s no need to fear
growing up – embrace and
normalize change, join some clubs,
make some new friends, master your
craft; if you choose to continue your
journey of finding your life purpose,
stay away from giant Australian
spiders.

      Ghosts? Killer clowns? Giant
Australian spiders? While they’re
valid fears, one universal fear at one
point in our lives is growing up. Sure,
it can be nice to experience life for
ourselves and have more freedom,
but we begin to realize in high school
(very likely in Devine’s class) that we
are losing our “childhood
innocence.” Life is no longer as
carefree as it used to be. The reality
sets in that our untroubled days of
spending all day outside or playing
video games without having to worry
are over.

Past fears vs. fears now Reilly Moriaty ’23                                                                                                            ContributingEditor
hopefully merely for an Instagram
post. Instead of trick or treating,
many people will celebrate
Halloween by watching scary
movies, baking festive fall treats, and
gathering with a small group of
friends. After all that the students of
SI have been through, it is better to
be safe than sick.
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the past now are dwarfed by this
year's pandemic. This year, we are
not basing our reasons to refrain
from the customary door-to-door
knocking on fear alone, we are basing
it on facts. COVID-19 cases are on the
rise in America since the quarantine
laws have lifted. Although many
children and young adults are likely
to be asymptomatic if they contract
Coronavirus, it is very possible that
they can spread it to older adults and
people with underlying health
conditions in their families. In order
to be respectful of others throughout
this global pandemic, we must take
into account the wellbeing of others. 
It doesn't mean you have to ditch the
costume. Kids will still dress up as
cats, boxers, or vampires, but 



Op-Ed

      It’s scary as hell being a Senior
right now. The Class of 2021 sits in
the same Haunted House of
college apps and future planning
as years past, but we sit in this
creepy cold house alone staring at
a screen. There is a chance that we
may not sit with 150 of our fellow
Wildcats in class, the commons, or
library this year. The Lights on
the field may never be ours. We
are at best tethered to those whose
last name letter matches ours.
How do we alleviate this fear? Log
in and SHOW UP. This was
strongly suggested to the class of
2024, but this applies to the Class
of 2021 more than ever right now.
      Showing up to a random
activity or offering on a Zoom
Screen, unmuted and unexpected
is, I will say….scary. Three
Wednesdays ago, at 8pm, I logged
on to an email link that Ms.
Miguens sent out to the entire
community. She was hosting a
Candlelit Prayer Zoom for  all
students and faculty. I will admit, I
was apprehensive.Would anyone 

Lean into your Kairos Group
Log onto Zoom FML
Participate in the Rally 
Take over the Class of 2021
Instagram Account for the day 
Write for InsideSI and connect
with our editors
Show up to your Club Meetings
Turn on your camera during
Breakout Rooms
Seniors: Spotlight yourself on the
SIWildcats account
Go to Morning Prayer at 8:30
each morning 
Request a Zoom Meeting with a
teacher, checking in as if it were a
smile in the hall
And finally… Light a candle and
join Ms. Miguen’s Wednesday
Night Candlelit Prayer Zoom.
You will not regret it!

memories when this is all but a
distant chapter in our memory
books. So please:

else be on the call? What if I was
the only one? What if I had
nothing to contribute? It was
scary!
I LOVE this gem in our campus
ministry department, but what if I
was left alone in a candle lit room
with Ms. Miguens on a computer
screen? What would I say? How
would I look? I clicked on. 
 Fortunately, three other students
and Sr. Sharon logged onto the
Zoom. We all smiled and said hi.
Happy that I leaned in, I got my
candle lit and accompanied an
amazing group of Wildcats for the
most pleasant part of my stressful
week. Creating these heart
experiences over Zoom really
does alleviate stress for me.
Human connection (even through
Zoom) is imperative for sustaining
our community. So please lean in
to what makes YOU happy and get
on that Zoom Screen! It really is
not that scary. In fact, it will add
light to our community during
these frightening times and will
make for some really unique 

Lucia Doty  ’21                                                                                                                  Managing Editor
SHOW UP SENIORS!

Check out the Senior Instagram page
@saintignatius2021 to stay updated

on all Senior hosted events 

Senior Campus Ministry leaders help
prepare for Friday Morning Liturgy 

"Human connection (even through Zoom) is imperative for sustaining
our community. So please lean into what makes YOU happy..." 

-Lucia Doty '21 
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    If the battleground polls are
accurate, President Trump will
need a miracle to win. The true
battle in this election is over control
of the Senate. With a 53-47
Republican majority, Democrats
need a net gain of four seats to gain
control. If they accomplish that,
Democrats will control both the
Legislative and Executive branches.
There will be many progressives
calling for Medicare-for-all,
abolishing the legislative filibuster,
a Green New Deal, and packing the
court. Acting on any one of those
options would offer disastrous
midterm election consequences,
similar to when President Obama
rammed through the Affordable
Care Act with no Republican
support.

Century” because of what we
achieved when working together.
Now, twenty years into this 21st
Century, we must decide if we
want it to be another “American
Century.” 
     People often forget how young
America is, especially when
compared to other nations. Our
focus should be on more than just
short-term political gains. We have
a responsibility to keep our
institutions and ideals intact for the
countless generations to come after
us. We need to realize that America
is bigger than any one individual
or policy. How we act for the next
four years will be recorded in
history and examined by future
historians. Do we want another
“American Century”? It’s up to us.

The Self Selection From Fear of Rejection
Op-Ed

    Either way, the only way to
move forward is by sitting down at
the table and negotiating. Our
political parties must find a way to
come together.
  The 20th Century has often been
referred to as the “American 

        The worst thing to many high
schoolers is rejection.  Whether it is
from a crush, activity, or college,
rejection stings and results in red
rushing to one’s face and a sudden
urge to hide in a bathroom stall.  This
primal fear stems from the fear of
not getting what one deeply desires
or fantasizes about.  Fear of rejection
doesn’t just cause us to lessen our
chances to achieve our hopes and
dreams, but compels us to
completely remove ourselves from
the chance of obtaining them.
         So why is it that so many of us
choose to immediately avoid things
we desire rather than take the risk of
going for them?  I’ve come to believe
that we avoid these things because, if
we come up short, we will have to
give up the fantasy in our heads.  You
know what I’m talking about, that
thought right before you go to bed of
yourself saying all the right things
and landing the person of your
dreams or opening that college
acceptance letter into your dream
school.  We all have fantasies. If we
try, and fail, to make them reality
then we will have to move on and
find a new dream to cling to.

     Choosing to pursue our fantasies
in the “real world” can be painful at
times, but for all those who choose
this path I think the strength gained
is invaluable.  Once you get that
first rejection, from a person,
institution, or otherwise, the
thoughts of, “Hey, that wasn’t
actually that bad” or even “Well I
guess nothing can be worse than
that” gives you the knowledge that
rejection sucks, but it is by no
means the end of the world.  There
is beauty in understanding that you
have withstood an uncomfortable
and dreaded event and yet are still
standing.
      In a way, it’s exposure therapy. 
 When you put yourself out there
and get rejected, the next time that
fear won’t be so scary because
you’ve done this before.  When
things work out, I have been
flooded with gratitude that my risk
paid off.  I have gotten beautiful
things in my life that wouldn’t exist
if I hadn’t risked my pride.
    In conclusion, when we accept
that rejection will happen and stop
fearing it, we stop self-selecting out
of enriching experiences.  

At this point, I am comfortable
admitting that I’ve been turned
down on dates and haven’t gotten
into programs that I loved.
However, despite (or perhaps
because of) all of those rejections, I
have had experiences that would
have been impossible had I not let
go of my fantasies which allowed
me to make them a reality.

Izzy Spanswick ’21                                                                                                              Managing Editor

The Need for Bipartisanship
Luke McFadden ’22                                                                               Associate Editor for Production

      If Republicans maintain control
of the Senate and Biden wins,
Leader McConnell must be willing
to compromise with Biden to
address the real problems we face.
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Op-Ed
Grace Walsh ’22                                                                                                              Contributing Editor

(United) States of America 

Ashley Yoshii '22 and Izzy Escalante '22                                                           Contributing Editors 

       Assuaging the fears of many students, affinity
groups allow those who identify as a member of a
marginalized race, culture, or people to feel a sense
of commonality among those who share similar
experiences in a predominantly white school. Yet, for
multiracial students, affinity groups may
unintentionally exacerbate feelings of estrangement
and ostracization. 
       Indira Herrera ’22, who identifies as Guatemalan
and Indian, said, “I think they are a good place to talk
about certain experiences and connect with people
who might have the same culture as you, but for
someone like me, affinity groups are not fun because
I can’t ever find someone who identifies the same
way I do.”          
        Affinity groups were established to ameliorate
the experiences of BIPOC students at SI; however, for
some, they primarily serve to further heighten the
sense of isolation.

30
A few weeks ago, in English 

class, we answered a poll asking who
felt proud to be an American.
Unsurprisingly, only myself and
one other person in a class of about
30 students said they were proud.
     I was not surprised at the poll’s
results; it seems that people see the
American Dream in only two ways -
alive or dead. Both of these views
are not only extreme and ignorant,
but also completely distract from
some of the graces that our country
has to offer.                           
     The United States of America is
an exceptional country that has
failed to live up to many of our
principles in the past, but America's
story is an attempt to fulfill those
principles. 
      Two things can be true at once;
it’s possible to acknowledge the
United States’ past shortcomings
while still having a great
appreciation for our core values,
including individuality, civility, and
patriotism. The morals we learn in
school and at home play a huge role
in influencing our views. Straying
from the traditional values that bind
us together as Americans has greatly

damaged the image of the American
Dream and our country’s culture.
          Unfortunately, groupthink has 
become pervasive, even in our
school, an institution that
encourages diversity and
individuality. To go back to the class
poll that I referenced earlier, it is
possible that students were scared to
reveal their loyalty and patriotism
to America for fear of being
persecuted by the “woke” crowd.
   The belief that patriotism is a
disgraceful idea spreads the belief 
 that the American Dream is
unattainable. It is easy to chalk up
all statistical disparities to  blame
the system, rather than the
individual’s effort or skill level.

The repudiation of free and 
open discussion also significantly
contributes to a decline in civility
and individualism. The inability to
engage in discourse is a growing
issue that should alarm everybody
due to the importance of free
exchange in a society.  

If the media only feeds people

 exactly what they want to hear, their
drive to seek new and truthful
information dissipates. This 
 encourages individuals to believe in
illusions rather than the truth and
without opposition, viewpoint
diversity becomes almost
nonexistent. In a democratic republic
like the United States, citizens are
supposed to vote based on the
outcomes of discussions. However,
when conversation on differing
opinions is shunned, voting in an
informed manner becomes
impossible. 

As a country, we have major
issues that must be dealt with swiftly
and appropriately. However, I truly
believe there are more good things
than bad in the United States; I would
not even think about trading my life
here for anywhere else. What is
supposed to tie Americans together, a
shared hatred for the country?
Despite our past shortcomings in
offering equality of opportunity,
there is no other country today that
affords its people the opportunities
America does.

 THE STRUGGLES OF BEING MULTI-RACIAL

    “I feel like I don’t belong to either ASC or ALAS]
because I am two races… When I goto the meetings, I
feel as if people look at me as if I’m not supposed to be
there,” Herrera ’22 confessed. 
     Ms. Roxanne Moran, who identifies as Chinese and
Mexican, observed, “It’s hard to see where you fit in.
There is no affinity group that is ‘biracial’ or for
students [who identify] with multiple races.” 
    Though a multiracial affinity group is not currently
in the works, students and teachers alike concur that
implementing a way to showcase and embrace the
diverse ethnic backgrounds of students at SI, like the
International Food Faire, would prevent alienation by
acknowledging the unique intersectionality of races
within us.  “[We] can celebrate events from [different]
culture[s], like Diwali, and allow students to show off
their culture in school—not just big cultures, but also
those that aren’t [usually] represented as well,” Indira
suggested.



I interviewed Elyssa Eidson ‘21, ambassador
of the recently formed Arab Middle Eastern
Association (AMA)  about her personal
experiences and advice regarding AMA. 

What is the Arab Middle Eastern
Association?
It is for Arab, Middle Eastern, and North
African students, a safe space for these
students to come to talk about their cultures
and traditions. Since we’re not really a big
community at SI, in the Bay Area, or in the
United States as a whole, it’s nice to come
together and enjoy each other’s cultures.
Although we identify similarly, there’s still a
lot of differences within Arab and Middle
Eastern people. 

How can students go about joining AMA?
Students can reach out to either me, Ms.
Totah, or anyone else on the AMA
leadership team. We have a google form
which we sent out in an email. If you
haven’t received any of our emails, please
email us!

How can non-Arab students support
AMA?
We have a lot of cultural events that
all people can come and learn about
the Arab and Middle Eastern identity.
It’s something that non-Arab people
do not know about, so just learning
and addressing the ignorance that
some people have is very important.

What made you want to become a
leader in AMA?
My sister actually started the group at
SI a couple years ago.  I wasn’t on
leadership then, but I I wanted to
grow this affinity group at SI by
becoming a leader.

What do you hope students can learn
from the Arab Affinity Group?
AMA is  a safe community where
people can relate to what I’ve been
through regarding my ethnicity.  I
hope that students whether they are 

Ethan Tam '22                                                                                                                 Managing Editor Arab middle eastern association interview
Arab or not can learn about
each other's cultures and
respect other people. Just
getting to know other
people is important.
Starting out at SI can be
scary, but having a group of
people who have the same
background can be very
helpful.

      September 15th through October
15th celebrated LatinX Heritage Month.
Since President Lyndon Johnson started
Hispanic Heritage Week in 1968, people
all across the country have taken this
time to recognize the importance and
beauty of the culture. Over time, this
tradition has not only evolved into an
entire month, but also adopted the term
‘LatinX’ instead of ‘Hispanic.’ This new
title is more inclusive of non-binary
and gender-expansive people, and it
refers to lives of indigenous, Brazilian,
and other non-Spanish speaking Latin
cultures across the globe. 
      Having a significant number of
LatinX students on campus, SI has
opened up many opportunities for
LatinX students to get together and
celebrate their culture. The Association
of Latin American Students, or ALAS, is
the affinity group at SI that allows
LatinX students to share experiences,
honor their heritage, and explore their
identity.  

      When asked about what LatinX
Heritage Month means to her, Izzy
Escalante, a Co-President of ALAS,
expressed that it is a great time for her
to embrace her roots. She said, “I am a
proud Latina, and this month is really
special to me because I have the
ability to truly express myself.” 
     The other Co-President of ALAS,
Kassy Navarrete voiced that besides
celebrating her heritage, this month is
also a great time to gain knowledge
about other cultures and teach her
peers about her roots. ALAS
participates in many activities that
help students learn about their
heritage. Some events include LatinX
Lunes and bilingual FML. LatinX
Lunes are performances that include
dancing, singing, and more
Sometimes there are guest speakers.
At the end of each presentation,
students have a chance to participate
in identity formation activities. Earlier
this month, SI dedicated 

Friday Morning Liturgy to celebrate
LatinX Heritage. This liturgy was
bilingual, having some of the
readings and songs be done in
Spanish. 
    Both Izzy and Kassy revealed that
SI should promote LatinX Heritage
Month and all the other year round
events and activities. Kassy said, “I
definitely believe that more people
should participate in the celebration
of LatinX Heritage Month. I hope in
the coming years, students and
faculty of ALL backgrounds can
engage in the appreciation of Latin-
American cultures alongside our
LatinX students.”
     The celebration of LatinX
Heritage Month is beautiful and full
of tradition. The next time you get
an email about an ALAS event,
consider taking part. You never
know what you could learn!

Affinity Groups

Bianca Hallinan '23                                                                                                    Contributing Editor 
It’s Time to Celebrate LatinX Heritage Month At SI!
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     October marked the 15th annual
LGBTQ+ History Month
commemorating the contributions
made by the diverse lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender community.
The yearly celebration, first
conceptualized by Missouri high
school teacher Rodney Wilson, grew
into a much larger event, when
organizations like the Human Rights
Campaign endorsed it.  Wilson wanted
to honor the LGBTQ+ community
and, according to the website, “provide
role models, build community and
make the civil rights statement about
[their] extraordinary national and
international contributions.”
     Each year, members of the LGBTQ+
community nominate and select 31
LGBTQ+ icons. This major tradition
recognizes people renowned for
achievements in areas such as
intersectional activism. James Baldwin,
author of Notes of a Native Son, is listed
alongside names like Angela Davis and 

Josephine Baker for being a
champion of civil rights while
simultaneously grappling with
homophobia. 
     Although LGBTQ+ History
Month was created by an American
teacher, organizers nominate many
international icons as well. This
year, the #1 icon is Nikolay
Alexeyev, a Russian activist. Icons
from other parts of the world also
include Claudia López, the first
woman and openly gay mayor of
Bogotá, Colombia; Menaka
Guruswamy, an Indian LGBTQ+
rights lawyer; and Chi Chia-Wei, a
Taiwanese gay rights activist.
Familiar names selected for their
contributions to the entertainment
industry include Kate McKinnon, Lil
Nas X, and George Takei. The
LGBTQ+ History Month website is
up for perusal with over 400 icons
to learn from. 
      Notably, the national day of
coming out takes place on October

11th every year. Wilson partially
selected October for LGBTQ+
History Month because of this
event. The day serves as a
reminder for allies to uplift those
who seek acceptance and respect
those who are not ready to come
out yet.
      SI’s Safe Space Affinity Group
allows for LGBTQ+ students and
faculty to feel accepted.
Acceptance is the bare minimum.
Our entire school must show
recognition and appreciation for
the LGBTQ+ community. An
anonymous SI student says, “SI
should definitely educate their
students on the history
surrounding the LGBTQ+
community… Maybe they could
help through educating students
in a course similar to Intro to
Ethnic Studies. A lot of people
don’t know the history behind the
homophobic language they use
every day.”

Michelle Benavente '21                                                                                                  
 Managing Editor

To SI’s Spooktacular Students,

          Halloween calls for wicked cool costumes that can make us
appear unrecognizable and that can even set chills down our
spines. For the lucky few who read the paper through and through,
keep an eye out for the terrifyingly terrific transformations of your
esteemed teachers. If you are able to find and to name all the
teachers, please email newspaper@siprep.org. Happy Halloween
hunting and haunting SI!

Affinity Groups
LGBTQ+ history month
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Editors-in-Chief                                                                                 
Scavenger Hunt Scares: teacher edition



Character list: Ms. Kohmann, Mr. Gotch, Mr, Escobar, Dr. Davis

Esco: Where
Kohmann: Where was the trash?
Gotch: Trash in the cafeteria
Gotch: Where were you, Davis?
Davis: I was in the Dean’s Office, Kohmann saw me scan
Kohmann: Davis is hard cleared I saw her scan papers
Davis: Kohmann was with me with me this entire round basically, she's clear
Esco: I was at the piazza watering plants
Esco: The students aren’t on campus, and they were the first impostor
Davis: Ya we caught them red handed in the foyer, easy vote
Kohmann: Wait, Esco didn’t I see you walking towards cafe before fire alarm was called?
Gotch: Ya Esco sus, I didn’t see him doing tasks
Esco: Yes I walked towards cafe, but I was on cams at front desk
Esco: Gotch, where were you before you found trash as the fire alarm was called?
Gotch: I was praying in the chapel when fire alarm got called, then I walked in cafe and found trash
Esco: That’s cap, I was watching the cams in and chapel was empty
Davis: Gotch never came to turn off the fire alarm, Esco and Kohmann were with me to turn it off at the field and
trash was reported soon after 
Kohmann: That just leaves Gotch unaccounted for 
Esco: I think self report
Kohmann: Ya self report
Gotch: GUYS ITS LITERALLY ESCO YOU’RE ACTUALLY THROWING
Davis: Pretty sure its Gotch, we vote here
Mr. Escobar has voted. 3 remaining.
Dr. Davis has voted. 2 remaining.
Gotch: YOU GUYS ARE ACTUALLY TROLLING, PLEASE DON'T VOTE ME KOHMANN ITS 100% ESCO
Mr. Gotch has voted. 1 remaining.
Kohman: Idk Gotch, Esco’s story checks out, and you’re by yourself on the north side which is where the trash is
Gotch: KOHMANN I’M CREW, IT’S NOT ME
Gotch: I WAS PRAYING IN CHAPEL, ESCO IS LYING 
Gotch: VOTE ESCO NOW OR WE LITERALLY LOSE
Ms. Kohmann has voted. 0 remaining.

   Humor

Wyatt Brichler ’21 and Kalel Gadduang '21                                                          Contributing Editors 
AMONG US the wildly popular Internet game, has taken SI students by storm, but some SI Faculty also decided to
get into the fun. The rules are simple, a team of marshmallow-looking astronauts are hurtling through space on a
tiny rocket ship. Unfortunately, things start breaking down and the crew must fix their ship as quickly as it
disintegrates. To make matters worse, there is an imposter on board who is actively sabotaging the ship and
dispatching crew members. Can the crew  vote to banish the imposter before they all perish in the inky void of
space? Let's find out.   
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Mr. Gotch Finds Trash in the Cafe
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People say they’re excited for all
the Halloween stuff, 

But haven’t the horrors of 2020
already been enough?

With the new raging fear of
breakout rooms

And a scary abundance of early
morning Zooms,

We have already had enough
Halloween for the year

But the Editors in Chief said, “why
not make this issue’s theme ‘fear?’ 

In other but related news,
Everybody’s fears are such a

snooze:
Spiders, heights, we’ve heard it all.
I’m more concerned about the rest

of this fall: 
Midterms, the election, and so

much more
Keeping up with it all has been

such a chore. 
 

Anyway, let’s give a hand for
the bravest of us all,

Battling the new challenges
outside the SI halls.

The freshmen who we don’t
know,

Except for that one from the
Talk Show.

Good luck to you all as this
Halloween nears,

Be sure to stay safe and
beware of your fears.
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Spooky Season

Political Figures as Taylor Swift Songs

In
SI

de
 S

I

Maya McClain ’21                                                Managing Editor
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Taylor Swift's albums are a national
treasure.
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