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Welcome to Our December Newsletter! 

Happy December! 
 

I know that each month I write that “I can’t believe we are in….(fill in 
the month)….already!” But it rings true today as it did in all the other 
previous months. The days and months seem to be in standstill half 
the time and then travel warp speed in others. It has been a crazy 
semester and we have so much to do and celebrate together before 
the Christmas break! 
 

Thanksgiving break just happened last week and I am acutely aware 
that giving thanks for the many blessings that we share is not 
something that should only take place on Thanksgiving Day. It is an 
‘attitude of gratitude’ and a way of approaching life that can transform 
the mundane to the extraordinary. This gratefulness is especially 
important as we approach the last few weeks of classes and our 
upcoming Christmas celebrations. We reflect on the year behind us 
and also celebrate Advent, the wait for the coming of Jesus and the 
light of love that shines through the holiday season and beyond. It is a 
time for continued gratitude for what has passed, what is now and 
what is the future.  
 

Being grateful for what we cherish also brings responsibility to care for 
these blessings. I believe that our Student Body President, Ana Cruz 
Diaz, says it best when she writes, “…try to restrict yourself from 
inviting people from another house over to yours. Not just for you 
and your family's health, but for their health as well.” A community, 
even pre-COVID-19, should always approach personal behavior while 
being mindful of others, especially now when we know that the virus is 
still strongly impacting our lives. Caring for the ‘other’ is what our faith 
celebrates and what better way to demonstrate our faith than to put 
another person’s health before our own desire to gather with friends 
and family. Stay smart and stay safe; apart-yet together! 
 

So, work hard and finish the year strong, take care of yourself and of 
others and say a prayer for all that is good in our lives.  Merry 
Christmas to all of you and a very blessed and Happy New year too! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Theresa   
 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

DECEMBER 2020  
 

Fr. Sauer Academy  

Mark your Calendar:  

 

December 2nd   
Mandatory Plunge at School 
Morning Group: 8:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

 

December 7th  
FSA Virtual Open House:  
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM (Zoom 
Hyperlink Included) 

 

December 9th 
Mandatory Plunge at School 
Afternoon Group: 12:00 PM – 
3:30 PM   

 

December 17th 
FSA Community Christmas 
Celebration:  
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 

December 18th  
Christmas Break Begins 

 

January 5th  
Christmas Break Ends, Classes 
Resume with AM/PM Schedule 
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Message from Father Sauer, S.J. 
Christmas Greetings  

 

Dear Scholars, 
           
 I hope you and your families had wonderful Thanksgiving celebrations and I pray that all of you 
are coming through this pandemic in fine fettle; that all are well even as we remember especially 
those who have taken sick, those who care for the ill – as well as those who have passed away. 
 
 Fr. Robert Walsh, S.J., former SI President, Class of ’68, died this month of the Holy Souls; he 
was a great and marvelous gentleman and highly pleased when Fr. Reese formed the FSA.  May he 
and all who have died rest in Peace.   
 
 And now we come to Christmas and our celebration of Jesus’ birth which gives hope to all of 
us. I look forward in 2021 to seeing you when Covid is behind us. Until then, God bless you all and 
Peace be with you.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 With great love, 
 
 Anthony P. Sauer, S. J. 

 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

FSA Student Council Messages 
FSA Christmas Message: Being Mindful Others 

 

As the first semester comes to a close and as we prepare for the holiday season, we are 
reminded more than ever of our need to be mindful others. In this spirit, Student Council President 
Ana Cruz Diaz would like to share this message with the student body and their families:  

 
I hope everybody has a great break this upcoming holiday season! Even though I do hope 

you have a good time, I hope you don't forget that we are still in a pandemic. I hope you're being 
mindful of the difficult situation everybody is in, and how you can help it from becoming an even 
bigger issue. At gatherings, there should be no more than 10 people, and try to restrict yourself from 
inviting people from another house over to yours. Not just for you and your family's health, but for 
their health as well. I know it's going to be hard, but I hope you really try to restrict yourself in order 
for things to get better. I hope you all are doing well and that you stay safe. 
 

   Thank you so much, Ana, for your insightful and thoughtful message! Let’s all strive to adhere 
to Ana’s message this upcoming holiday season. We wish you and your families a happy, healthy, 
and safe holiday this year!  
  

For questions about Student Council, please contact Mr. Geraghty at cgeraghty@siprep.org. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
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FSA Virtual Open House 
Welcoming the Next Cohort of Scholars! 

  

If you or your family know of 5th graders who might be qualified and interested in joining us at the 
FSA, please help us spread the word about our Virtual Open House on Monday, December 7th from 
6:00pm-7:00pm. Please have them contact Ms. Robles to receive the Zoom link needed to attend this 
Special Event. 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

Campus Christmas Messages 
Advent Prayer Service 

 

Although we won’t be able to celebrate a Christmas Mass together as a community, our friends 
at Campus Ministry will be holding an Advent Prayer Service around 10:25 AM on Friday, December 
11th. Parents and students are welcome to attend this service. The Advent Prayer Service will be held 
either on YouTube or Zoom, with more details to follow. If you have any questions about this, please 
reach out to Sr. Sharon Brannen at sbrannen@siprep.org.  

 
37th Annual Christmas Drive 

 

Even though we’re still learning from home, we can still support those who are most in need this 
holiday season. This year, the Community Service Office will be hosting a virtual fundraiser to 
purchase $10,000 in Safeway gift cards to support families in need at St. Dominic’s Catholic Parish 
and Rose Court. The fundraising campaign begins with a community kick-off event on Wednesday, 
December 2nd at 6:00 PM on Zoom, and ends on Thursday, December 10th. Families are welcome to 
attend the kick-off event. Please RSVP for this event using this link. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Director of Community Service & Social Justice, Ms. Ana Lopez, at alopez@siprep.org.  
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FSA Faculty Feature 
Meet Coach Mal! 

 

Because of virtual learning, our 6th grade class has not yet had the opportunity to meet 
Coach Mal. In order to get to know Coach Mal (left), we asked 8th grader, Holly Craig (right), 
to interview him for the FSA Newsletter. A summary of their interview can be found below:    

 

  

 Now starting his fourth year at FSA, Coach Mal loves being around the FSA students and 
faculty. His favorite part of FSA is being there to help each student get better every day. While 
students are at FSA, his hope is that everyone receives a good education, and has a great experience 
from their 6th grade to their 8th grade. Coach Mal is fan of basketball, which is his favorite sport. His 
favorite basketball team is the Golden State Warriors and his favorite basketball player is Shaquille 
O’Neal.  

————————————————————————————————————————  
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Morning and Afternoon Group Plunges 
What to Expect When Having a Full Day of School 

 

Thank you to all of our students who attended their FSA plunges! It was so wonderful seeing 
everyone. Thank you for being so attentive and responsible during our orientation on what socially 
distancing learning will look like for the rest of the school year. Here are some pictures from our 7th 
and 8th grade plunges.  
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Now, our plan is to take the next step and show students what a full day of learning is like with 

social distancing measures. This will be our trial run for what learning will be like, beginning in January. 
We will have students from the morning and afternoon groups come to FSA. Transportation, 
breakfast, and lunch will be provided. Students not in the plunges will have online activities to attend. 
The schedules for each group are below. Questions? Email Ms. Robles at drobles@siprep.org. 

 

 

Special Schedule: Wednesday, December 2nd

6th: Homeroom
7th: PE

8th: Elective

6th: PE
7th: Elective

8th:  
Homeroom

6th: Elective
7th: Homeroom

8th: PE

AM:8:30-9:20

AM:9:40-10:30

AM:10:50-11:40

PM Cohort :Zoom 
Schedule:

12:10-1:00
6th, 7th and 8th grade
Homeroom

1:15-2:15
6th, 7th and 8th grade
Study Hall

AM Classes will be On Campus
Mandatory Attendance

“Dress Rehearsal” for January

Food services and Transportation**
available for AM Cohort

All AM Cohort must be in
Uniform- PE uniform allowed

** must be registered already

MANDATORY AM Plunge on Campus

CALL THE FSA OFFICE W/QUESTIONS
415.731.7500 XT. 5030
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——————————————————————————————————————————— 

A Day in the Life of Two 8th Graders 
Coming Soon! 

 

To help our 8th graders focus on their upcoming HSPT exam, we will be postponing our feature 
on two 8th grade students until the next edition of the FSA Newsletter. Best of luck 8th graders on your 
HSPT exam! You’ll do great!  
——————————————————————————————————————————— 

BookFix Feature 
Weekly PE Challenge Updates 

 

 Last month, we did a feature on the SI Library. Now, we want to focus on one of its specific 
assets: BookFix. Here’s a message from Library Advisory Board member, Olivia Mills ’21, about 
BookFix: 
 

Have you always wanted someone to help you choose books to read? Or, did you ever just 
wish for books to magically appear, free, in your mail? If so, head over to our Book Fix page and our 
personal book stylists will help you out. Here’s how it works: 
 

1. Take your Personal Book Style Quiz to tell us how many & what kind of books you would 
like. 

2. Receive your Book Fix at home or at school. Read as many or as few of the 3 books as you 
like and return when you are done. 

3. When you're ready for new books, send us a Feedback Form, and we'll send you a new 
batch. No commitment required—stop and start anytime! 

FSA faculty, like Ms. Rojas-Martinez and Mr. Eby, and FSA classmates, like one 6th grader and 
one 8th grader, are already signed up for BookFix! Questions? Email si_librarians@siprep.org. 
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Messages from FSA Teachers 
Weekly PE Challenge Updates 

 

Just because the semester is coming to a close, doesn’t mean that students can forget about 
their physical fitness! Thankfully, Coach Mal and Coach Crowley continue to send Weekly PE 
Challenges to encourage exercise among the FSA scholars and our newest results are in! For Week 
8, our coaches challenged scholars to do as many sit-ups as possible under a minute. The 6th grade 
class did 825 total sit ups! Shout out to Kawai Jenks for doing 161 sit-ups and Zylah Coleman for 
doing 25 sit-ups. The 7th grade class recorded ZERO sit-ups! C’mon 7th grade! We know you can do 
it! The 8th grade class has recorded a total of 234 sit-ups. The following week, Coach Mal and Coach 
Crowley increased the amount of time to do sit-ups from one to two minutes. For Week 9, the 6th 
graders did 721 sit-ups! Kawai Jenks and Zylah Coleman share 1st place with 89 sit-ups each, and 
Audrina Acosta-Santillan comes in 2nd place with 84 sit-ups. Meanwhile, the 7th grade class did not 
record any sit-ups for the Week 9 challenge. Finally, the 8th graders recorded 169 squats total, with 
Sean Milburn doing 60 sit-ups and Holly Craig doing 41 sit-ups. Thank you to our scholars who are 
keeping up their physical fitness in this time of distance learning! Keep up the great work!   

 

Coach Mal and Coach Crowley will provide more details on the next Weekly PE Challenge 
soon. For questions about the Weekly PE Challenge, please contact either Coach Mal at 
jbaugh@siprep.org or Coach Crowley at mcrowley@siprep.org. 

 
 FSA Community Holiday Celebration 

 

Our preparations for the upcoming FSA Community Holiday Celebration are still underway. 
Thank you to all of our students who have signed up as musicians, singers, poets, and artists for this 
wonderful community event! This event would not be possible without your participation. It’s not too 
late to be a part of the Celebration! If you’re interested in singing, playing an instrument, or reading 
poetry, then please sign up here. Families are also welcome to contribute their voices and talents to 
this amazing event. Also, please continue to send Ms. Gomes any pictures of your artwork or holiday 
decorations at home that you’d like to include as the Celebration is being played. Questions? Email 
Ms. Gomes at agomes@siprep.org. 
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FSA Holiday Parent Meeting 
 

 Instead of having a normal parent meeting for December, we will be having a Family Christmas 
holiday gathering instead. Check your emails for the Zoom event information going out on December 
7th. Hope to see everyone there! 

 

Yearbook Moderator Mr. Geraghty 
 

 
 

FSA Newsletter Moderator Mr. Stranahan 
 

 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Information for Parents About Upcoming Events in December  
Parent Groups 

Ignatian Guild 
 

1. Wildcat Forward-Ceramic Holiday Pop Up Sale: Sunday, December 13th from 12:00 PM – 5:00 
PM  
 

 
 

Calling all students! We will still 
make a yearbook this year. 
Please send Mr. Geraghty 
pictures of your school set up at 
home or any artwork to include in 
the yearbook. Questions? Email 
Mr. Geraghty at 
cgeraghty@siprep.org. 

Students! Want to interview your 
classmates or teachers? Want to 
show your art and photographs? 
Then come help with FSA’s monthly 
newsletter! Questions? Email Mr. 
Stranahan at astranahan@siprep.org 
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SIPAC 
 

1. Pasko Celebration (Virtual): Saturday, December 12th from 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
a. This year, SIPAC will be putting on a virtual Pasko (Christmas) celebration for students 

and families to enjoy. The Zoom link will be sent out closer to the event date. Frozen 
family meals are available for purchase, which feed 2-3 people and come with heating 
instructions. All meal purchases include a raffle ticket for gift baskets. The link to 
purchase Pasko meals can be found here and instructions and times for food pick up 
will be provided closer to the event date. The deadline to order the meals is Wednesday, 
December 2nd. Please email sipac@siprep.org for additional details. 

 

AALPA 
 

1. AALPA Meeting: Wednesday, December 9th from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
a. Please email AALPA@siprep.org if you have any questions.  

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

8th Grade Corner 
SI Admissions Information      

 

 

 
 

 

8th Grade Checklist: 

 8th Graders! Have you done the following:   
 

o Are You Studying for the HSPT Exam?  
o Have You Taken Practice HSPT Exams?  
o Preparing for Your SI Interview? (The Interview Date and Time Will Be Emailed in mid-

December) 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
We would like to thank our parents and volunteers for all of your support. 

Thank you so much for all that you have done and continue to do. 
 

 AS ALWAYS, PLEASE CONTACT US WITH ANY 
QUESTIONS OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 

INFORMATION.   
Website: https://www.siprep.org/academy 
Follow us on Instagram @lifeatfsa 

Dates to Remember 

1. HSPT Exam Day: Saturday, December 5th from 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
2. Interviews for Applicants Last Names A – L: January 25th-28th, 2021 from 

3:00 PM – 7:00 PM via Zoom 
3. Interviews for Applicants Last Names M – Z: February 1st-4th, 2021 from 3:00 

PM – 7:00 PM via Zoom  

Additional information about these events can be found on the SI Admissions 
website. 


