
	  
	  

Religious 
1989 

Means  
1990 

Means  
1991 

Means  
1992 

Means  
1993 

Means  
1994 

Means  
  (n = 41) (n = 42) (n=17) (n=40) (n=57) (n=108) 
Alumni Survey 20 Years Out:  Religious 4.06 4.41 4.26 4.17 4.22 4.13 
My personal faith supports me in time of 
trouble. 4.52 4.86 4.64 4.36 4.45 4.06 
I  find much satisfaction in private prayer 
with God.     4.50 4.22 4.24 4.39 
I find prayer helpful when making life-
changing decisions. 4.08 4.34         
I am confident that God cares for my well-
being. 4.79 5.24         
I feel that life is a positive experience.     5.43 5.24 5.40 5.40 
I actively seek opportunities to learn about 
religions other than my own. 4.18 4.26 3.79 3.44 3.96 3.94 
I have a personally meaningful relationship 
with God.     4.21 3.92 4.28 4.05 
I am comfortable discussing my religious 
life with others. 4.12 4.38 3.93 4.28 4.05 3.96 
I am involved in my local parish. 2.68 3.30 3.21 3.00 2.98 3.01 
I see a value in reflecting on the Gospels. 4.03 4.47 4.21 4.78 3.79 4.96 
I reflect on how my experiences impact my 
belief system.     4.65 4.78 5.13 3.78 
I use the Jesuit model of discernment to 
help me decide on right courses of action.     4.00 3.63 3.96 3.79 

	  
	  

Class of 1994 responses to:  How is God's love evidenced in your life? 
 

• All the blessings in my life: employment, health insurance, wonderful loving family and 
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friends, laughter. Each day He gives me strength/nourishment to be in service. 
• Blessed to have a happy & healthy family. 
• By all that I have in my life--family, friends, a job, a home, and in many other areas. 
• By my many blessings, our family is largely safe, healthy and happy 
• By the many blessings in my life. I lost a parent when I was young and it resulted in a 

much larger "family" made up of friends and community. That is the best and very 
tangible symbol of God's love. 

• by the people, love and natural beauty in my life 
• children 
• Daily as blessings come in all forms.  I work hard but that only gets one so far 
• Every time that I get a chance to spend time with my kids is evidence that we have a 

loving God. 
• everyday I get to interact with my wife and son, extended family, friends and colleagues.  

I wake up with the opportunity to engage in a number of interactions and experiences.  
God gave us free will and it's  these interactions that allow us to experience all God put 
here. 

• Family and relationships 
• God helped me through some very difficult and low points in my life. I also believe that 

through my family and friends, more specifically, my children, I see evidence of God in 
my life. 

• God's love is expressed through the experiences I have with family, friends and the world 
around me.  From this moment to the timeless understanding of our Christ-nature in all of 
us, God's love is ever-present--even when I'm not aware--and it becomes more "real" in 
my life when I am aware. "The kingdom of God is within you." 

• Happy healthy children 
• He has blessed me and my family with Himself as the Holy Spirit.  I can pray to Him and 

know that He is listening.  I have lost both of my parents to cancer.  I could not have 
made it through those experiences without knowing God.   

• his love has sustained me through the most challenging times in my life when everything 
else seemed to be crumbling.   

• I am an athiest. 
• I am blessed with an great family.  I see God's love in my wife and children. 
• I am not a regularly practicing catholic.  I only attend Mass a few times a year.  I wish I 

was more motivated to attend Mass regularly.  I do see God's work and acknowledge it in 
my daily life, especially with my newborn son.  I believe I am not motivated to have a 
more personal relationship with God because my husband is baptized Protestant that did 
not practice while growing up.  His lack of motivation influences me to not attend Mass.    

• I consider myself an atheist who believe in the Story of God.  The viewpoint makes me 
very accessible to other people. 

• I experience God's love every day with my wife and kids.   
• I experience His guiding hand in my decision making and the many blessings bestowed 

to me thus far. I try to be Christ-like in my life, in turn helping those around me. 
• I have been given many gifts - healthy children, loving husband, wonderful community, 



HEALTH and many more. 
• I think the concept of God is a human creation to help explain things that are not easily 

explained.   
• I try to be a good friend, mentor family member. I want to break down barriers for 

students and give them resources (educational, financial and emotional). We help needy 
students, those who have lost their way and those looking for a second chance. 

• I've become more spiritual, but less religious, so I'm not sure how to answer that 
question, because I'm not sure how to define God anymore.  I believe in universal love 
that starts with self, then family, then friends and coworkers, and ultimately society 
through volunteerism.   

• I've had some trying life events but through them I have witnessed unconditional love 
and forgiveness. I have been blessed with a beautiful family and opportunities to pay it 
back and forward. 

• In many situations, I am more inclined to "turn the other cheek." Being slow to anger just 
suits me better. 

• In my family, especially my wife, children and parents.  I have a hard time finding God in 
my city, workplace, and our violent world. 

• in my family, friends and community.  In the support shown on a daily basis and, 
especially in times of crisis 

• In my own family, though my parents, siblings, wife and child. 
• In my relationships with my family, co-workers and friends. 
• In my values. 
• In the people I work with, the care and understanding we demonstrate for each other, and 

the kindness we show to others we don't know. 
• It is not, I am an athiest. 
• It's every part. There is no distinction from one aspect to another. 
• It's evidenced most prominently through the Mass and the Eucharist, and through family 

and friends...  
• loving wife, two wonderful boys 
• My beautiful and wonderful wife and daughter. 
• My beautiful son. 
• My children.   
• My family and friends 
• My family and friends.  
• My happy & healthy children 
• My life is my own.  I believe my education and my faith have made me who I am.  I have 

my family and my close friends that I am thankful for. 
• my tight-knit family especially as it expands.  the love and support of my great friends.  

my interactions with my patients and being honored to be a part of their lives and the 
healing process 

• My two children.  
• My wife 
• Not very 



• Note: I am not Catholic, but am a believer.   God's love is all around us.  In my life, I am 
blessed with friends and family and I try to bless others who are less fortunate or who do 
not have a meaningful relationship with God. 

• Prefer not to answer. 
• Supportive famliy and friends. Loving wife. 
• There is no God.  Church is just an old form of government. 
• Through family and relationships with friends and others.  The missional aspects of my 

work.  The beauty and complexity of the natural world. 
• Through my children 
• Through my family  
• Through my family and my children that I am blessed with. 
• Through my family. 
• through the people who love me; through making it through tough times; through 

witnessing all the blessings I have 
• Through the people, relationships, and opportunities present in my life. 
• Too numerous to address given current time constraints, but the evidence is plentiful. 
• Very cliche, but I have a loving husband and three blessings in my children, as well as 

great extended family and friends. 
 
	  



	  
	  

Question 
1999 

Means 
2000 

Means 
2001 

Means 
2002 

Means 
2003 

Means   
2004 

Means  
   (n = 77)  (n = 80)  (n=48)  (n=66) (n=44) ( n=110) 
Alumni Survey 10 Years Out:  Religious 3.89 3.98 3.87 3.74 3.78 3.95 
My personal faith supports me in time of 
trouble. 4.47 4.45 3.87 3.66 3.71 3.74 
I find much satisfaction in private prayer 
with God.     4.07 5.06 3.71 3.82 
I find prayer helpful when making life-
changing decisions. 3.89 3.90       5.39 
I am confident that God cares for my 
well-being. 4.81 4.79       3.75 
I feel that life is a positive experience.     5.41 3.32 5.40 3.84 
I actively seek opportunities to learn 
about religions other than my own. 4.13 4.04 3.74 2.42 4.00 4.34 
Discussing my religious life with others 
does not make me uncomfortable. 4.22 4.49 4.15 4.19 4.57 2.39 
I am involved in my local parish. 2.30 2.41 2.63 1.49 1.45 4.75 
I find the Gospel stories or reflection 
upon them to be valuable to me. 3.42 3.78 3.64 4.50 3.93 3.78 
I use the Jesuit model of discernment to 
help me decide on right courses of action.     3.45 5.26 3.48 3.69 

	  
	  

Class of 2004 responses to:  How is God's love evidenced in your life? 
	  

• By my life being awesome 
• Currently, by my education and career choice as I find God's grace in medicine and seeks 

God's guidance when I need patience with my patients.   
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• Every morning I get up and say out loud three things that I am grateful for in my life. I 
am so blessed to have a wonderful, supportive family. I feel very loved by my 
friends/community. I look for the opportunity every day to do something nice for 
someone else.  

• Everything. My experiences at SI have shaped how I am and how I can contribute to the 
world. That was God's love in action. 

• family and friends 
• Friendships 
• God is everything in my life. 
• God's love is certainly evidenced in the strong relationships (both family and friends) that 

I surround myself with but to be honest I have come to see a greater distinction between 
"God" and "faith" or "religion". As my world has expanded beyond SI and San Francisco 
the tie between God and faith and religion has weakened. I still have many interactions 
where I share a mutual understand of God with those around me but as I moved beyond 
the Jesuit and San Francisco communities I have less and less relationships where notions 
of faith and relationships are the same. In some senses this has reinforced a faith that is 
declining while not necessarily eroding a healthy relationship with God.     

• God's love is evidenced by my family and friends who care for me, the generosity others 
show me, and the generosity I show others (emotional support and guidance). 

• Happiness 
• He talks to me . Iam a kind ,loving husband , friend , and he has rescued me.  
• Helping my patients 
• I am alive and a healthy human being. I have people who love me and care about me 

always. And there are people I hardly know who are willing to help me in my difficult 
transition. 

• I am healthy and able to help people, everyday. 
• I am healthy, as are my family and friends.  I have good relationships and support 

systems at work, at home, and in social settings.   I have a meaningful job that I enjoy. 
• I am more atheistic than I have ever been in my life at this point, and although I find 

myself compelled to wear a cross (which is perhaps part habit, part sentimentality, as it is 
a gift from many years ago from a significant other), I do not even consider myself very 
spiritual at this point. Whether that means God's love is evidenced in my life is currently 
not a relevant question for me. 

• I am more spiritual than religious.  I do not feel this statement applies to my views. 
• I believe that I am part of a larger fabric and there are moments when I feel this 

connection strongly. These moments come when I am open to others, in prayer, and 
sometimes in darkness. "God's love", or "the oneness" or whatever name you might want 
to give it is evidenced everyday for me. 

• I do not believe in God. 
• I do not believe in the traditional view of god. I believe that there is something greater 

than myself at work in this world, and that the bonds we share as a species are 
meaningful in a transcendent way, but "god's" love is not something I find apparent. 

• I feel I have been blessed with a wonderful family, many amazing friends, and an 
abundance of opportunities to grow in my personal and professional life.  



• I feel that God allows me to grow and experience many wonderful and challenging 
situations in life.  Each situation and experience helps me grow and learn to adapt and 
overcome whatever is necessary. 

• I had a near-death experience a little over two years ago. I had to re-evaluate my life and 
choices and I realized that while I am responsible for my thoughts and actions, God will 
always be there to watch out for me and take care of me. I believe he has a plan for me 
that I may not yet know what it is for myself, but he will protect me and guide me in 
order for me to pursue my passions and fulfill my life's purpose. 

• I have been guided to a meaningful career. I have a great family, and love where I live. 
My marriage is meaningful and fun. I see beauty in my surroundings, and I enjoy prayer 
when I am in nature. 

• I have religious symbols in my room, I pray in times of need, and at bedtime.  
• I have struggled with this question since graduating from SI. While at UCLA, I met so 

many atheists or people of different religions who did not have great things to say about 
the Catholic faith. Though I did attend a few Catholic masses in college, I found myself 
straying from the faith. More recently, I have welcomed a return to spirituality (which I 
think is closely related to my increased yoga practice). I see God's love in my family, 
friends, the fact that I have legs that carry me through the day and eyes that let me see the 
world. I also see it in my ability to share love with others.  

• I have transitioned from being a Catholic to what is most akin to Taoist/Zen Buddhist, but 
I still reflect often on what's most relevant from my Catholic education.  To answer this 
question depends entirely on what one means by God's love.  I feel blessed by my 
education and my ability to encounter and experience the gifts of life and the love of 
others. 

• I lean on my relationship with God and my personal prayer in difficult times, and I thank 
him for my happiness and success. I feel he is present in what I choose to do and how I 
do it.  

• I see God's love evident through the community I live in.  I consider myself part of many 
communities -- family, work, parish, various groups of friends, JVC, etc.  I most sense 
God's love when I witness those community members offer support to one another in 
various times of life -- good and bad. 

• I strive to treat others like I would want to be treated. With fairness, kindness and grace - 
all things God's love has instilled in me. 

• I value personal prayer and the career path I have chosen is because of my desire to play 
out God's love for social justice in my life and in the world 

• I'm alive, healthy, and enjoying life despite not being a millionaire.  
• I'm not sure how to answer this question...I think it begs a more complex discussion. 
• I'm very close to my family, and am a loyal and dependable friend 
• I've had a rough year and through it all, God surrounded me with amazing people.  I 

continuously feel blessed to have people who challenge me and love me for the woman I 
am. 

• If God is found in people, then simple acts of kindness and courtesy on a daily basis 
make me appreciative of the love within people. 

• In my family and friends 



• In my love for my family, fiancÃ©e  
• In my relationships with my students, family, and friends; God's love fills my heart 

through our interactions. God's love comforts me when I need support.  
• In the little things & everyday occurances.  
• My family and friends are there for me. I have a pet bunny that I really love. I have a few 

internships that will hopefully lead me to something better in the near future. I pray for 
strength every day, so that I could be in the moment. It usually works. 

• My salvation, my faith, the fact that I am alive, my blessings, my family and friends, and 
countless other things (which I unfortunately sometimes overlook and/or take for 
granted) 

• My thoughts and intent are always manifesting in the manner in which I focus them. 
• N/A 
• Not everyone who graduated from this school is religious. I am an atheist. 
• Oddly enough, my Jesuit education has probably led me to be less religious today, at least 

where the Church is concerned. The focus on social justice, asking questions and critical 
thinking sadly seems at odds with the Catholicism I've encountered since leaving SI. So 
while I personally take a more Deist look at the world these days, the ideas of 
compassion for your fellow man and using your gifts to help other have stuck with me, 
and I hope that I share them with others through my actions. 

• Only through my interaction with others. God himself doesn't play much of a role. 
• Still an atheist and loving it.  
• The people I'm surrounded by - family and friends - as well as the blessings of my career, 

having a roof over my head, and a good support network. 
• The relationship with God is internal in my mind and I constantly struggle to find what 

drives my values and ethics, all of which stem from my upbringing in the Catholic 
community 

• The support of my friends and family and the continual blessings I receive from God - 
my current job, my health, my status in life. Also, I get meaningful growth from going to 
faith retreats, going to Church, and working in a Catholic school. 

• The way I provide pastoral care, lead worship, encourage and practice financial 
generosity, and try to seek out members of the community who feel too marginalized or 
discouraged to be part of a faith community. 

• This is difficult to answer, as I still question the belief system I was raised in (Catholic).  
• Through my family and friends, opportunities, kindness from others 
• Through my family, friends and all of my blessings. 
• Through my family, friends, and the fact that I'm not a strung-out junkie 
• Through my family. 
• Through my friends and family--our commitment to each other and our true investment 

in each other's health, well-being, happiness and success.  
• Through my friends and family. 
• Through my husband and child 
• Through my love for my wife 
• Through my marriage and my close relationships with my friends and family. 



• Through my passion for life, passion for my work, through my family and friends, in 
nature. 

• Through my relationship with my friends and family 
• Through the love of my family and friends 
• through the opportunities I have and people I've met 
• Trusting in God knowing that He has a plan for me. Learning patience and that 

everything good comes in time. Finding the love of my life, also an SI graduate. 



	  
	  

Question 
2003 

Means   
2004 
Mean      

2005 
Means  

2006 
Means  

2007 
Means  

2008 
Means   

  (n = 52) (n = 76) (n=32) (n=31) (n=43)  (n=80) 
Alumni Survey 6 Years Out:  Religious 4.40 4.47 4.08 4.00 3.92 3.97 
I find much satisfaction in private prayer 
with God 4.61 3.57 3.75 3.81 3.76 3.66 
My personal faith supports me in times of 
trouble.     4.32 4.10 3.70 3.86 
I believe God loves me and cares about me 5.35 4.84         
I feel that life is a positive experience 4.65 5.60 5.50 5.58 5.43 5.57 
I feel I have a personally meaningful 
relationship with God 3.98 3.90 3.71 3.74 3.72 3.96 
I actively seek opportunities to learn about 
religions other than my own.     3.75 4.00 3.86 3.75 
I feel a sense of well-being about the 
direction in which my life is headed 4.82 5.13         
My relationship with God contributes to my 
sense of well-being 3.79 4.07         
Discussing my religious life with others des 
not make me uncomfortable.     4.54 4.52 4.43 4.30 
I have been able to articulate my own 
personal faith to others. 4.70 4.63         
I am involved in my local parish.     2.56 2.06 2.16 2.46 
I reflect on how my experiences impact my 
belief system.     4.81 4.77 4.77 4.84 
I find the Gospel stories valuable. 3.33 3.98 3.85 3.42 3.60 3.55 
I use the Jesuit model of discernment to help 
me decide on right courses of action.     4.00 3.97 3.81 3.79 
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Class of 2008 responses to:  How is God's love evidenced in your life? 
	  

• A difficult question. Part of me finds pieces of God's love and beauty in the untainted 
realms of nature.  Other times I read, hear or see the anger and evil in the world and it 
makes me feel like our universe is spirlaling out of control.  At times I feel like I struggle 
with seeing the love. 

• A note to the above questions: My Jesuit education has been invaluable to my personal 
development and spirituality. However, I don't affiliate myself with a parish, but rather a 
school of Islamic Sufism.   I feel that all of life is an experience of God's love. Our 
challenge is to become aware of this reality.  

• After the sudden and tragic loss of a close family member the summer before my junior 
year of college, I stumbled on my faith journey. I was angry and after years of challenges 
and loss, this was the breaking point. I attended a Jesuit university and found that no 
matter how confused and angry I was, I still kept writing AMDG at the top of every paper 
I turned it. It was a habit that started at SI and I continued, somewhat subconsciously, 
while at Santa Clara. It struck me one day that no matter how dark my journey was, God 
was still there, calling me back. The fall of my senior year, a dear friend was diagnosed 
with cancer. In those first few weeks before he was transported back to his home town, I 
found myself attending daily mass. My feelings of anger and betrayal settled and I found 
that my faith was where I had left it - in the care of four little letters ingrained in my 
paper header. It was the Jesuit community that gave me the space I needed, and 
welcomed me back with open arms.  

• Although I don't completely discount the possibility there is a greater power than us, I 
don't believe in the Christian idea of God. Friends and family are the closest thing I can 
say to respond to this question, though I don't believe "God" had anything to do with 
either 

• Closeness with family and friends. Kindness in working with people everyday 
• Compassion, decomposed, is the sharing in the passion (suffering) of another.  I try to 

remember that Christ is with me in my pain/trials, and that I am called to be present to 
others in theirs.  Also, I find greater fulfillment in aiming for joy (through compassionate 
helping/presence to others) than striving for happiness. 

• Everything/ everywhere u look 
• Free food, man. As a grad student you know you're doing something right when you get 

free food.  
• God is everything; all of creation is an expression of love  
• God is other people. 
• God's love is evidenced by my supportive family and friends, and by the opportunities I 

have been presented with. 
• God's love is evidenced in my life by the people he has brought into my life - especially 

my family and close friends. Also, God's love is present in my work as an advocate for 
the poor and as a teacher, both of which give me the opportunity each day to live and 
work for His greater glory. 

• God's presence is overwhelming in my life. Since SI, my understanding of the 
relationship I can have with God has grown significantly despite lack of faith in an 
organized parish.  



• I am a non-believer.  
• I am an Atheist, but I am deeply appreciative of my Catholic education, both at Stuart 

Hall for K-8 and at SI. I find reflection on religious texts to be very important, because 
they inform our daily lives, no matter where we hail from. 

• I am an atheist. 
• I am no longer Catholic. 
• I draw upon God's love for me to give me strength when teaching and caring for my 

students. 
• I have always said that God's love is most evident in the people that surround me.  I try to 

keep positive influences in my life, even though it doesn't always work out that way.  I 
also see it on a different level.  My profession allows me to take people from anger and 
sadness to joy and gratitude.   

• I have been forgiven countless times---more times that I have thanked God. 
• I have loving parents, siblings, and other family members. I have amazing friends. All 

these people have supported me through all my ups and downs in life. I've always 
questioned my faith even during my time at SI. It's something I struggle with whenever I 
think about it. But just having support is evidence I guess.  

• I live by the Jesuit motto of AMDG. The first 5 years since SI were very formative for 
me, especially realizing how much my spirituality has really affected what I do. In the 
past year, however, I have taken a step back with my relationship with God, but God still 
guides those decisions. 

• I no longer believe in God, in the catholic/Jesuit sense of the being.   
• I see God's love in all my friends and family.  I consider myself extremely blessed in 

many aspects of my life.  I feel the unconditional love from my family and friends and 
consider that a reflection of God's presence in my life.  

• I see God's love in my friends and family.  I have an amazing group of people who love 
and support me and I see God in these connections everyday.  I am blessed to have a 
large group of very close friends and I am thankful for them everyday!  I see God's love 
in my relationships with my friends and family and in their relationships with each other.  
They're all some pretty amazing people doing things they love and bringing happiness 
wherever they go 

• I'm an atheist. 
• I'm not a religious person and I don't believe in God as presented by the Catholic Church. 

I am open to the possibility of the existence of a higher power and, if one exists, I think 
that its love is evidenced by my relationships with others. 

• I've struggled with my religious beliefs and faith in Catholicism a lot in the past 3 years. 
This is largely due to the death of my best friend, and the questions that arose in me 
afterwards. I couldn't understand how the universe or God could take someone as young 
and as wonderful as my friend.  The love that grew out of that tragedy, however, was 
unbelievable. I cherish relationships, happiness, and good health so much more now 
because of that experience. So while I can't say I believe it is God's love specifically that 
I feel in my life, something of a higher power has certainly changed me for the better. 

• If I had to reflect on this and answer academically, I'm sure I could come up with 
something; however, in reality I don't think about God in my life at all. I tend to focus on 



"the universe."  
• In everything I do and everyone that I meet.  
• In my amazing family and friends and the opportunities I have found myself in.  
• In my on going desire to find His love in my life.  I think that if I look for it even if I 

don't always see it, the evidence is in the search 
• In nature. 
• In the smallest ordinary experiences - from a strangers smile to the kindness of my 

friends to the beauty of someone working to make the better place -  
• It's hard to find, especially with all the negativity in the world. But I do reflect on the 

times when I feel like I am being watched over, as in a higher power was on my side, and 
I feel a sense of gratitude in my heart. 

• Kairos sort of ruined it for me. I felt the opposite of how many felt after returning from 
the retreat.  

• My family, friends, classmates, professors, patients, and interactions with all sorts of 
people.  

• My friends (many of them from SI) and family. 
• My friends, my family, the opportunities I've had. 
• My mom and dad's faith. 
• My sister got cancer, my dad has twice been hospitalized for suicidal ideation, my other 

sister has a lifelong struggle with eating disorders, confidence issues, and anxiety, I broke 
my neck, and my mother has had to hold us all together, which I'm sure has been taxing 
on her psyche.  So, I choose not to believe in god, because if he does exist he is a 
complete and total dick. 

• One example: time and again I have had patients and patients' families tell me how kind, 
supportive, and "present" I have been with them and their loved ones. We regularly have 
a number of hospice patients in the unit I have been working in the past two years, and 
apparently I have made a difference in the passing of these people. That is one example, 
and the most meaningful (for me) example of how God has been working through me.  

• Taking the Jesuit perspective - I try and see God in all things. From that I believe God's 
love is evidenced in my interactions with others.  

• That God continues to love me even though I am a sinner.  And that God gave mankind 
His Son as a gift for eternal life to rescue us.  Furthermore, He has given us the Holy 
Spirit to be with us on this Earth. 

• That I am able to live my dreams every day and learn and grow from any hardships. I 
truly continue to see AMDG in my daily life and understand that God is in the beauty all 
around me. 

• There is no God. It's a little offensive that you assume my beliefs are the same as yours. 
Whoever developed this survey is clearly out of touch with the diversity of the SI student 
body, including their wide range of spiritual backgrounds.  

• Through everything I have been blessed with - family, friends, education, opportunities. 
• Through loved ones - family and friends, both old and new.  
• Through my family, friends, and all of the opportunities presented to me. 
• Through my friends, family, and boyfriend; through acts of kindness and generosity from 

people I don't know, through my own efforts at mindfulness and balance, through nature 



and the outdoors 
• Through my relationships with friends and family 
• Through the love and support of my family and friends, through the opportunities I've 

been presented with and taken advantage of. 
• While I am not religious, I love learning about religion and the role that in plays in their 

lives.  I've taken the time to learn about so many religions that exist in the world.  Even 
though I don't personally believe in them, I respect people's beliefs and I love learning 
about how God (or other deity) has shaped their life. 

• women 



	  
	  

QUESTION 
Class of 

2009 
Class of 

2010 
Class of 

2011 
Class of 

2012 
Class of 

2013 
Class of 

2014 
  (n=214) (n=193) (n=193) (n=98) (n=174) (n=72) 
Senior Survey: Religious Averages 3.58 3.64 3.64 3.69 4.31 4.32 
I can articulate the essential teachings and 
beliefs of the Catholic faith. 3.69 3.85 3.88 3.99 4.69 4.67 
I have a good understanding of the essential 
ideas of the world's religious traditions. 3.89 3.86 3.85 3.81 4.64 3.73 
I pray before making an important decision. 2.83 2.75 2.72 2.69 3.08 4.74 
Jesus calls me to a "faith that does justice". 3.86 3.95 3.89 3.96 4.55 4.53 
My experience at St. Ignatius has helped me 
to describe my own spiritual life and 
journey. 3.98 4.07 4.10 4.12 4.81 4.08 
The teachings of the Catholic Church help 
form my conscience. 3.21 3.36 3.39 3.58 4.09 4.19 
I doubt organized religion less than I used 
to. n/a n/a n/a n/a 3.38 4.47 
I have grown in my personal spirituality 
over the past four years. n/a n/a n/a n/a 4.96 3.92 
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