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The Greatest Eights

HIGH SCHOOLS and JUNIOR CLUBS

he rowing community is divided on whether to include both school and junior crews in the same ranking of greatest eights. Some insist
Tthe advantage rests with junior club programs, which are able to draw athletes from more than one school. Others point to advantages

school crews have—don’t minimize the amount of support you receive from your school, they’ll say. Regardless, youth rowing has
played an undeniably significant role in the current growth in our sport. Both schools and junior clubs have produced outstanding crews in
the modern era.

One disclaimer: Juniors are always learning more about themselves, working on a steeper learning curve, and are less consistent and less pre-
dictable than collegiate crews. In junior rowing there are more “we lost several races and then got it together and won the nationals” stories
than at the collegiate level. Fewer undefeated crews mean fewer eights deserving of the distinction, “greatest.”

byandy ANDERSON
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